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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-—STATE SCHOOL CHILDREN,
CLASSIFICATION.

Hon. W. C. AXNGWIN asked the Honorary
Minister: 1, Who were the teachers whe clas-
sified ehildren as ““morous’’? 2, After what
tests did they grade individuals as “* morons, !’
*! feeble-minded,’” ote.? 3, On what grounds
did these teaehers make such serious state
ments? 4, Is it a faet that over twenty
children at the North Fremantle sehool have
been isolated from their fellows and labelled
defective, without being tested scientifieally?
3, Does the medical examiner of . school ehild-
ren hold the vecessary credentials eertifying
that she is qualified to diagnose mental de-
feet? 6, Is it a fact that persons holding no
eredentinls certifying that they are qualified
to diagmose mental defect- are permitted to
classify school children and institutional
children ag ' feeble-minded’'? 7, What quali-
fications do they hold to apply the special
iutellipence test?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied: 1,
No teachers have done any such thing, excepr
Miss Stoneman, of the Training College. 2,
After full examination aceording to the
Tennan revigion of the Binel-Simon teatz. 3,
On the results of the tests mentioned. 4, No.
These ehildren have been placed in a separate
clags on the ground that they eannot profit-
ably be taught in the ordinary classes. Ex-
actly similar elasses have been condueted for
years previously. They have not been labelled
in any way. They have been examined physi.
cally, and arc to be examined psyehologi-
calty before any definite classitication is made.
3, The medical offirer for schools does not
hold any speeial eredentials certifying to this,
but in most parts of the world medieal officers
are being entrusted with this work. 6, The
medieal ofticer for schools here is permitted
te classify children in exactly the same way
ar medieal officers for schools clsewhere. 7,
No speeial intellipence tests have yet heen
standardised for Australia. Arrangements
are being made by the various States for a
eentral elinie for this purpese.
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LOAN ESTIMATES, 1920-21.
Message.

Message from the Governor racewed trans-
mitting the Loan KEstimates for the year
1920-21, and reeommending appropriation.

In Committee of Supply.

The House resolved itself inte Committee
of Bupply for the purpese of considering
the Loan Estimates; Mr. Stubbs in the
Chair,

Vote—Departmental, £56,917.

The PREMIER AND COLONIAL TREA-
SURER (Hon. J. Alitchell — Northam)
[4.87]: In introducing the Loan Estimates
it is unnecessary for me to say that for the
years that have gone large smns of money
have been cexpended on public works in the
development of the coontry. Whilst T realise
it is undesirable to spend more loan funds
than are absolutely necessary at present, and
that beeause of the difficulty in getting
money and the high rate of interest whieh
must be paid for it great c¢are mnst be exer-
eised and only necessary work undertaken,
1 know the House will agree that it ig jwm-
jossible to carry on without some expenditure.
1 shall tell hon. members what the expendi-
ture was last year, and how the expenditure
wns incurred, and show that a very emall
amount was spent apart from the settlement
of our soldiers. The Loun Estimates this
year appear to be large, but this is chiefly
due to the expenditure on the settlement of
returned soldiers. Funds for the scttlement
of returned solldiers are advanced to this
State by the Commonwealth Government.

Hon. P. Coliter: Not all of them.

The PREMIER: [Practically the whole
amount.  They act as horrowers for the
Slates. That ought to be clearly understood
by the people as well as by hen. members.
The rate charged by the Commonwealth to
date is £3 8s. per cent. There is also a re-
hate of 2 per cent, for each of the first
five years on each of these loans. Borrow-
ings apart from money obtained from the
Commonwealth  for soldier settlement will
cost very mueh more for the present, eer-
tainly not less than 6% per eent. In orler
to develop the State we muost first eomplete
the works in hand and in some cases put in
hand new works. A great deal of money is
necessary now to provide water sopplies, Tu
the metropolitan area a better water supply
is vory urgently nceded. Tu fact, an ade-
quate snpply must be provided at the carliest
possible date for a growing city such as we
have. 1t is not right that we shonld depend

. on the present means of supply, which are

not adequate. On the goldficlds a great deal
of money has to be expended on water sup-
plies, also in country towns and agrieultural
distriets. Hatbours must be improved to
meet the expanding trade. Some new rail-
ways have to be built to open up land whieh
is largely settled.  We canuot develop the
Stafe withont improvements to existing rail-
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ways. Money must be spent on rolling stock,
in particular. Our railways have not had ex-
pended upou them the moncy necessary to
keep them in perfeet eondition. Land settle-
ment is naturaily increasing.  The demand
for our products and the price they realise
have already stimulated settlement to a large
aextent, New (istricts have to be opened up.
‘We have to face the responsibility of expen-
diture in the XNorth-West. We shall be
getting a largely increased revenuc from that
part of the State. Pastoral lands are being
taken up and industries are being developed
there. The livestoek trade, the wool trade
and the pearlshell industry are expanding.
We have also erected freezing works at Wynd-
ham und others are being creeted at Carnar-
von. 'These will mean expenditnre by the
lovernment in cach case. QOur trading con-
cerng need capital, and some of them will
need additional money spent upon them,
That is inseparable trom work oi this Kind.
They have to be kept up to date, and
supplied with all the eapital necessary for
the handling of the various products. Apart
from the railways we have many businesy
undertakings. We have a fairly large bank-
ing system. The Agricolturnl Bank is a
very big institution now. T will deal with
sollier settlement later on.  We have the
oidinary  Agriculturnl Bank business, the
Tndustries Assistauce Board bnsiness, and
the soldier seftlement business. A large
sum of money has been cxpenided on these,
and will have to be spent in the devclop-
ment and scttlement of our lands, partieu-
Inrly as to soldier settlement, As I shall
show preseatly these concerns have ab-
sorhed a very large amount in the agure-
gate. There has been and always will be
some ronfugion in connection with the ex-
penditure on manv of these invesiments.
Wo have under onr Trading Concerns Act,
and to spme extent in connection with our
Tusiness undertakings, definite instructiona
from Parlinment as to the method of keep-
ing ncrounts, and presenting statements to
Parlinment. There is in many other diree-
tions, however, not quite a c¢lear position
exposed from time to lime. Every peany
of money spent in conncetion with any one
of these concerng should be debited to that
concern. Fvery penny of interest that has
heen paid in any way, and ail expenditure
in faet, of any kind, should be debited up
to cach of these ¢oncerns, and kept well
awav from the ordinnry revenne and ex-
penditure. There has been considerable loss
in connection with the bnainess under-
takings.

TTan. P. Collier: What are thc consider-
ahle losses?

The PREMIER: The principal items last
venr, in conncetion with the invested money
in business nndertakings totalled £700,000.

Hon. P. Collier: That must have included
the railways,

The PREMTER: Yes, those are included
in the itema T refer to, When T mentioned
the trading concerns, T meant so far as in-
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vested money was concerncd, there bad
heen the losses | mentioned. When I refer
to each one of these voncerny, [ mean that
cach one such as the Agricultural Bank, the
Industries  Assistance Boud, Soldiers’
Hettlement, Wyndham VFreezing Works, and
g0 on, should atand alene. Any money spent
in conneetion with them should be charged
to the respective trading concerns, and if
there is to he o loss, it should be shown as
i charge against the particulnr eonvern on
whigh the loss was experienced, and not, xs
at present, under ordinary revenue anl »x-
penliture, To secure this end it will hbe
necessary te bring forward several Bill,
It T think the (ommittee desire to have the
information in the direetion | suggest. The
tolal loan indebtedness to June 30 last
amounted (o E46822,003. The sinking fund
amonnted to £6,848,825, leaving a net in-
debtidness of £39.973,174%.  The interest for
this yvear will be £1,042312 and the ginking
fond will amount to £315,141, or n totul of
£2257 433 If all this investod monev was
vow earning the inlerest it nnee did, 1l
1he sume applicd te the interest on 1he
tinkivg tund, all wouwd be well, Wao should
mot have o defieit and we shoald have ali
the  advantages  of  this investe | ooy,
without any cost 1o the general tosinyer.
That would he an wdeal vondilion of aftiaers
aml we ahall reach that s'ate o affuie
when we have increased population.  The
money spent  frem  loan  fumds  has, [
think, been  well invested on  the whole.
On  the railwiys, tramways, and clectrie
lighting  we  have  expemded  £20,048,993;
on water supoties, £3,71493%; on  har-
bours at Fremantl: and Bunbury, £2,358,214;
on  abattoirs, X62.900;  oun  State bat-
forics, £380,500;  on other works, £1064,829,
making a tolal of £2473240, Rerarding
aur Btate trading concerns, we have in-
vested in the State sawmiils £302.261 in-
elnding foating capitul, In eunncetion with
Jarge business nndertakings, sueh as  the
sawmills, it must he remombered that we
must  have considerable  flonting  capital
which is representel by stocks, At the
implement works we have spent, inchuling
flonting capital, £223,008; an State hotels,
£46,207; on ferries, £13,043; on brickworks,
£37,451; on quarties, £12047; on the State
Steamship  Servieo, £21546G8; and on the
Wyndham Freezing Worles, £018,146, mak-
ing a total of £1,968,035. The Agricultural
Bank capital amounts to £3,017,335 and the
Tndustries  Assistanee  Board  eapital  to
£1.359,803, while the monev invested in
conneetion with soldier settlement apgwre-
gates £2,231090., Tn the last mentioned
case the money has been actuslly ex-
pended; in the two other cases, the amounis
represent the capital provided for the work-
ing of those concerns. T proposa to ask
the Committee to hring the soldier settlement
under the same conlitiong s the Industries
Assistance Board and  the Agrieultural
Bank., Owing to a flaw in the existing
legislation, that is not so at the present
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time, On workers® homes we have spent
£525500.  We are owed by the Federal
(‘overnmcnt in respeet of the transferred
properties £829,339. These items represent
a total of £38,663,510 of loan moneys, and
on these concerns we have spent within
£1,300,000 of our net indebtness. The Com-
mittes will veanlise that we pay interest, not-
withatanding the sinking fund, on 46 millions
of mouey. Of these econcerns which are eal-
culated to earn interest, most of them are
carning suflicient and  others not quite
sullicient "fo meet the expenditore for in-
tereat and sinking found in connection with
their respective works, They are capable,
under favourable conditions, which have not
obtained for the last five years, of earning
intercst and sinking fund, T think they
should be cxpeeted to do so heenuse it is
hardly right that the general taxpayer
should be asked to make good the losses on
these concerna. We have borrowed a great
deal of loan money and we ghould cxpect to
be able to make both cuds meet. There is
mueh other expendituve also which will be
nevessary for the development which has been
cncouraged by the expenditure of this loan
meney and that development has been satis-
factory. Tt ia trme that our population is
amall and that it is spread over a seattered
atea, from Wyndham, in the north, to
Eusla, in the seuth. Our population i3 not
only spread over such a large area but it is
engaged . many diiferent industries. 1
admit that where the railways have heen
Luilt, the !and has not vet been bronght into
full use. That could not he otherwise, The
fand  devolopment has grown  gradually.
For very many years past little was
done;  sinee  that time inereased efforts
have been put forward year after year.
There was no  great encouragement to
produce, however, until we had reached the
oxportmg stage. Land is brought under
production every year largely by the in-
creaged amount of areas cleared, Time is
wanted to correct the present position. We
will find very little land adjacent to the
railways eapable of use which is not being
put to some use, Pazsibly it is vot being
put to the best uwse, becanse that is impos-
sible until men have sufficient money to he
able to improve and clear and fence the
Tand.

Mr. Willegek:
all,

Mr. S8mith:
ing.

The PREMIFR: 1 supnose penple who
live on the land have Jons mush more thas
the peon’e who live in the eity.

Mr. Willcock: Some of thew.

The PREMITR: A ot af twem. Phew
work just as hard in the country s thess
in the towns.

Mr. Willcock: Some of them.

The PREMIER: Tt is no use saving that.
I beliave that during the past 10 or 12
years they lhave done {heir hest in the coun-
try.

A lot of il is not worth elear-

A lot of it is not clearad at
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Mr. Willeock: Some of them are hanging
on in order to seenre the unearned incre-
nment.

The PREMIER: That is easy to say.

Mr. Willeock: If is very easy to get the
unearned increment.

The PREMIER: Tt is news to me to
know that. Tf the hon. wmember econsiders
the taxation which the man on the land has
to pay to the road boards, the State Gov-
ernment and the Fedaral Government, andd
in many other direetions, he will find that
the unearned increment is not what  he
thinks it is. The man in the country im-
proved the roads that the hon. member
travels over,

Mr. Willeoek: They hang on for the nn-
earned inerement anyhow,

The PREMTER: That i3 not right. Men
cannot hold on to land nowadays without
paying taxation here, there and all over the
Mace.

Mr. Willeock: They cut their land up into
comparatively small blocks and get rid of
them.

The PREMIER: The people in the coun-
try wonld be willing to sell land, and I in-
vite the hon. member to come out and take
up land in order to satisfy himsclf.

Hon. . Collier: What is the good of that
1now that you have fixed the price of wheat?
It you had given us the world’s parity, we
would probably have gone on the land. That
i= where you made your mistake.

The PREMIER: The lecader of the Oppo-
sition is sitting among wheat-growers; they
are on all sides of him. T uwnderstand that
the wheat king sits on that side of the
House.

Hou. W. C.. Angwin: We have more farm-
vra on this side of the House than you have,
proporticnately.

The Minister for M‘ines. You are confus-
ing the sowing of wild oats with wheat
prowing,

The PREMIER: I think the member for
Geraldten (Mr. Willcozk) should be invited
to take up land and see for himself.

The CHATRMAN: We arc not discu=ging
farms,

Hon. W, €. Angwin:
three million loan in a little while,
£87,000 for the Perth tramas!

The PREMIER: Our loan expenditure
lagt year was £2,663,320, and? of this
£2,578,305 should be carning interest. On
soldiers”  settlement 1,947,772  was  ex-
pended. The Agricultoral Bank spent
£112.285 as well, or a total of £2,266,057,
trading coneerng invelved an expenditure of

We will discuss the
Faney

£248,249;  railways, ete, £121,149; har-
hours, £98,024;  water supply, £24,450;
advanees.  ete., £20376; or a total

of £2,378.305,
vroada and Dbridges, ete,,

Miscellaneous items, such as
which cannot earn

any interest, involved an expenditure of
£85,015, making up tho total of the loan
expenditure,  Apart from expenditure for

soldiers’ settlement and the ingrease in the
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Agrienltural Bank ecapital, the total Jast
year was £597 263,

Hon. P. Collier: Was that for last year!?

The PREMIER: Yes, .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You cannot buy
farms out and have works going on as well,

Hon, P. Collier: Youn arc more than doub-
ling that amount this year.

The PREMIER: ‘The number of soldiers
who have been provided with holdings up
to the 30th June last totalled 3,018, Ter-
sons including British ex-serviee men and
war munition workers to whem loans have
been approved total 3,504, The total num-
ber of applications is now 6,075, The
amount asked for this vear is, of course,
muech larger than was expended last vear, Tt
amounts to £3,641,932.  Of this sum, the
loans to soldier settlers are estimated to
amount to £1,968,500, in addition to Agri-
enltural Bank eapital of £150,000 advances
under the development of mining vote,
£20,000, and other items £6,500, making a
total of £2,145,000. On railways, trawms, ete,,
there js £426,800; bharbours, ineluding Bun-
bury and Geraldton, £147,950, and water aup-
ply, including part of the metropolitan sup-
ply, £347,500. There is also work to be done
at Geraldton, where there has been long de-
lnyed and very neccssary work to be carried
out, There is also a good deal of work on
the goldfields and country distrie'h as well
as in the eity. Regarding the development of
mining, we expeet to spend under that head-
ing, exclusive of advances, £26,400 and on
hatteries  £9,350, Regarding  immigration
we  expeet to spend £30,000, on forestry,
£19,600, on buildings £80,150, on fisheries
£10,000, on trading concerns £291,765, and
on plant suspence £50,000, Tepartmeuntal
charges are set down at £36917. The sum

of £3,261,365 shonld be directly interest-
produeing.  Of this  £126,000 will carn
interest indirectly and £146,000—n  large
amount, T admit—will not ecarn interest,
Departmental  and  Plant  Suspense  are
spread  over  the  varioms  works  con-
eerned. Tt s true  that  the  sum
T am asking for is a fairly con-

siderable one, but if hon, memhbers will Took
at the Estimates they will see that the
amomnt is well spread over works that are
neeessary. Last year a considerable sum was
veted, but there was ne chauce of spending
it, There was a difficulty in regard to la-
honr. 1 desire now to bhe prepared,
it the ecovent of difficulties arising
throngh unemployment, to be able to
put  the important works in hand. At
(ieraltdon some work is going on at the
present time, and this will be increased. We
must also keep our railway facilities up to
date.  There are a few lines that we desire
authority to construet. Tt is important that
we should have our system in proper workingy
order. That will take a considerable sum of
moncy. We also require additional rolling
stock, and what we have must be strength-
ened in order to carry the traffic. There ia
real development going on, and that means
inerensed facilities for the transport and the
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marketing of produce. MHon, members will
sce what is proposed if they will refer to
the Iistimates.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It has taken me three
weeks to read your specches ¢ondemning th:
lioun Estimates of the Labour party.

Hon. I’ Collier: ! intend to concentrats
my reinarks on the Estimates of the Ministev
for ldueation,

The PREMIER: Apart from soldicr set-
tlement [ do not suppose we shall  spend
anvthing like a millien. Last year we diil
nok.

Hon., I°. Collier: But you have run amok
sinee then,

The PREMIER: There has never been so
little loan expemliture.

Hon. I', Collier: Soldier settlement will ae-
conut for £900,000, ’

The PREMIER: No, it aceounts for two
milligns,

Hon. I'. Collier: Yes, inclnding the Agri-
cultnral Bank.

The PREMIER: The figures are
£1,968,000,

Hon, b, Collier: We will cut a bit off that.

The PREMIER: We can at o later stage
dizeuss these Estimates in detail, and if hon.
members objeet te any of the items they
will have anple opportunity to do so. They
will find something for the North-West,

[lan. . Collier: Sowcthing for everybody;
that is what they say at the Christmas Mair.
This is n price for everybedy.

The PREMIER: Everybody who descrves
attention at the hands of the Government
should get it, That is what we want to ‘do.
There is an amount to be expended in con-
nection with the Lands lmprovement Loan
IPunel,  Hon.. members know that eertain
woney in connection with land development
is loan moncy. This expenditure is re-
fundell year by year. 1t is u perfectly right
method to follow. I move the first item.

Pyogress reported,

RESOLUTION—FEDERAL CONSTITT-
TION, CONVENTION,

Message received from the Logisiative

{'ouneil asking concurrence in the following

cresolution:—

That in the opinion of this House n
I'ederal Convention, with equal State re-
presentation, should be appeinted by the
olectors of caeh State on the basiz of pro-
portional representation to make recom-
mendations with o view of reviging the
I"ederal Constitution, and that the Govern-
ment of Western Anstralin be requested to
nrge this opinion npon the Commonwealth
Government,

RILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.
Read a third time and transmitted to the
Legislative Conncil,
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BILL-—HERDSMAN’S TLAKE
DRATNAGE,

In Committee.

Resumed from 26th Noevember; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair, the Minister for Works in
charge of the Bill

The MINISTER 1*OR WORIS: TFollow-
ing on the undertaking I pgave last weck, 1
have had two maps prepared, and [ have
laid them on the Table of the House, T shall
make an explanation to hon. members which
will, T hope, have the effect of clearing away
any doubt whieh may exist on one or two
points in e¢onnection with this question, and
1 Qesire to have my remarks on reeord also,
so that there may be no misunderstanding
in ytars to come. The catchment area
marked on one of those maps is 6,200 acres.
That is the water shed where the water can
be denlt with in connection with this parti-
eular scheme. There iz within the water
shed » smaller area of 450 acres under the
control of the Njookenhooroo drainage
Board. The other rateable lands are 2,250
aeres, so that a total of 2,700 acres can be
rated. No more can bhe rated in that par-
ticular aren, And of the 6,200 acres hon.
membera will see that 3,500 acres cannot be
rated and will not be rated. That area eon-
sists of high sand hills which can derive no
benefit from the acheme. During the course
of the remarks which were made last week

_some crrors crept in which may be corrected
at this stage. With regard to the depth of
Herdsman s Lake, it appears that the figures
of the contour line were given as the depth
of the Lake. The actual depth of the lake
at the present time is from four to five feet,
but at times when it is in flood the depth is
six to seven feet. Tt may be interesting to
hon. members to know with regard to Mon-
goer's DLmke that the depth of that body of
water is just about the same. A little scare
has been raised that the draining of Herds-
man’s Lake is likely to affcet DMonger’s
Lake. [ am assured by the engincers that
this is impossible, for thec rcason that the
watershed that falls to Monger's Lake is
not affected by Herdsman's Lake.

Mr, Willcock: What is the respective sca
lovels of the two lakes?

The MINTSTER I"OR WORKS: Herds-
man’s Lake is 30ft., and Monger’s Lake 43
foet above sea level. That must not convey
the idea that Herdsman’s Lake will drain
Monger's Lake.

Hon. P. Collicr:
separating the” two?
quarter of a mile.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS I can-
not tell the hon. member, but it is something
like that. The red line on the plan shows
the course of the proposed drain and tunnel,
It was deecided as the result of  trials to
place the drain and tunnel along this route.
The investigations which were held showed
that we were more likely to get a continuons
depth of limestone through which teo take the
tunnel. Owing to the representations made

What is the distance
T think it is only a
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hy the Perth City Council, and which they
were jugtified in making, we are endeavour-
ing to throw our line more north, and investi-
gations are proceeding at the present time
with the idea of secing whether it is possible
to met as good a quality of rock through
which to take our tunnel on the contem-
plated mew line. Members will understand
that if we do not pget indieations showing
that the best kind of rock can be obtained
on a new line, we shall have to fall back on
the original line. The Town Clerk of Perth,
Mr. Bold, has seat to members n memoran-
dum containing various statements which he
appears to consider important. I tell mewm-
bers, as I told My, Bokl this morning, that
the City Engineer (Mr. Galbraith) is in elose
touch with our engincer, Mr, ('Brien, who is
doing this work, that Mr. Galbraith quite
usiderstands it would be ridiculous to ex-
peet us to give a settled line until we have
made our investigations, and that Mr. Gal-
braith appears to be satisfied that he will
get a fair deal from the Water Supply De-
partment, and does not appear to entirely
agree with Mr. Bold’s views. Mr, Bold said
that they would not be able to build honaes
over the tuunel. Members will see from the
contour line that we shall be so deep below
the surtface, 15ft. and in some places over
J00ft., that this is only a bogey. TFurther,
the drive will probably be ahout six feet by
five feet, and members with experience of
mining know that if we carry a drive of that
size through limestone or stonme that will
stand, we are not likely to bLe throwing any
obsatacles in the way of the development of
the city endowment lands. T told Mr. Bold
this morning that the Crown Law Depart-
ment and the engineers—hoth the City En-
gineer and our engineer—were satisfied that
the description on the baek of the Bill is
sufficient to enable the work to be carried on
and to give us the latitede of deviation re-
quired. Mr. Bold, however, is still of opinion
that the deseription in the BRill is not suffi-
cient, but it is uscless to continue a contro-
versy with a gentleman who, however estim-
able he way be, is not aprofessional man,
and, thercfore, ean only speak from the
promptings of a very aetive brain and a
very limited experience in matters in which
professional engineers mush be regarded as
the authoritative guide.

Hon, P. Collier: Would not he be acting
on the advice of tha City Engineer?

° The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
City Engineer, Mr, Galbraith, is in aecord
with Mr. ’Brien, the departmental en-
ginevr,

Hon. P. Collier: Who is advising the

Town Clerk?

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS:
Town Clerk himself, T think.

Hon, T. Collier: A very estimable geutle-
man.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, and
T appreciate the activity of his brain, bug
when it comes to professional and praeties)
wark, those men with experience arc tho ones

The
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on whose opinion we should rely. Those
without practieal experience, however egtim-
able they may be, do not carry the same
weight.  If the leader of the Opposition
would carry his mind back 30 years or so,
he would remember a work on which he was
employed and in which I had a little part
and had to rely upon the professional men,
and the same thing applies here. Reference
to the plan will show that the land purchased
by the Repatrintion Department is that en-
closed in the red line. The Lund adjacent
enelosed in a green line belongs to the Roman
Catholic  Church, exeepting the low-lying
swam]r which will probably not he affeeted
hy the drain. The tunnel will start on the
40ft. eontour near the swamp, and will be
two miles long, and it is halieved that we
shall find lanestone of sufficient strength to
carry the tuunel through. Tf we should hap-
fren to meet sandstone, it will be neecssary to
uge some lining.

Hon. P, Uollier: 1t would be extraordinary
it you pgot limestone right through.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Western
Australin is a country that earries very many
remarkable features.

Hon. P. Collier: Tuncluding ourselves.

The MINISTER ¥FOR WORKS: One
never knows what is going to turn up; the
ather night 1 did not know what wonld turn
up with regard to this scheme. T have con-
sulted the Solicitor Geuneral and T have from
him a long opinion with regard to the de-
hate whieh took place.

Hon. P. Collier: Let us see if it is the
same opinion which he gave me.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T do not ~
think it is necessury to read it all. In con-

cingion, the Soliciter General says—

Tt ig only such land as is served by the
storm water drainage which ¢an be in-
elnded in the storm water district, and no
land cxeept that sitnated in the storm
water district is liable for the rate.

I have given all the particulars T possess and
T bhave given the assuranee asked for; and T
do not know that there is anything more T
can add. 1 wove an amendment—

That in line 6 the word ‘‘may’’ be
struck out with a view to inserting another
word,

Amendment put, and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
an amendment—

That the word “‘shall’’ be inserteid.

Hon, . COLLTIER: Thongh the Minister
hag endeavonred to give us a very full ex.
planation of the whole position, I am not
quite clear upon the point which was raised
when the Bill was ander diseussion last weck.
I understand from the opinion of the Solici-
tor General as quoted, that it will not be
possible under this Bill te rate anyone ex-
cept the people who will he served hy the
drainage ,works.

The Minister for Works: That is so,

Hon. I. COLLIER: I do not wish to set
myself up as an authority againat the Seliei-

[ move
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tor General, but it would appear that the
Governor will have the power to fix the arca
of the district, and I fail to see what is to
pravent him from taking in u greater aroa
than that which will be served by the works.
If the Government have the power to define
the houndavies of the distriet, there will he
no statutory limitation aa to the area which
they might include in a storm water distriel.
Therefore it would be possible to bring in a
number of regidents who would not he aerved
hy the works, and to impose upon them storm
water rates,

Tie Minister for Works: | kave read the
whole of the Solicitor General's opinion, and
to me it sceins to be absolutely elear on that
point.

The Attorney General:  You ecannot -rate
people unless they dre in o district whieh s
drained.

Hon. I. COLLIER: But the Government
have the power to fix the boundariea of the
distriet.

The Attorney QGeneral: Tf they fixed the
boundaries outside of the portion drained.
they would be doing wrong.

Hen, P. COLLIER: 1 question whethar
the Government are limited to that extent.
[t has heer alleged that in North Perth
people have becen rated, nnd their property
has uot been served by the works.

The Minister for Works: You knaw that
the plans will be open to objection.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But what power I
there to give effect to any objection which
might be taken? In North Perth the Gov
ernment rated an area which was not served
and which could not be served by the storm
water drain., -

Mr. Smith: People are heing charged
vates at present, and their property is not
heing drained. .

Mr. Harrison: The contour of the coun
try would decide the boundaries,

HOon. P, COLLIER: If the Government
have the power to fix the boundaries re-
gardless of the contour of the country or
area which would be served, they might
include any area.

The Minister for Works: No, they would
take in omly the portion served, and I bhave
given you the area of that.

Hon. T. COLLIER: Can the Minister
point out the section in the existing Act
which limits him to the area which will be
served by the scheme?

The Minister for Works:
that shown in the plan,

Hon. P. COLLTER: That docs not tie the
Government dow,

The Minister for Works: Then T cannot
give you any further information.

Hon. P. COLLTER: The Attorney Gen-
cral has stated that only the area served
ceuld be included. TIf that is set ount in the
Act it wounld be conclusive. Tt would mean
that the Government could not go outside -
that portion of the distriet served by the
works, I do not know that the Act is eo
clear on that point. The Minister did not

The loeality is
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refer to the question of creating a drainage
board. He did not say whether he thought
it desirable to establish sueh a hoard.

The Minister for Works: We have power
to deal with that when the necessity arises.
It will take some time to get the drain con-
strueted, and it is not neeessary to think ot
2 boarl wntyl then. [ understand that the
hon. memher will be in power in a fow years'
time,

Hlon, I, COLLIER: That is tairly prob-
able, bt not absolutely certain, and in the
event of sueh a misfortune happening to the
eonntry as that we should not ke in power,
I owant this matter clearly stipulated now,
Litst woek muny members thought that the
fest way wonld be to ercate a board which
vould take over the respensibility of manag-
ingg aml maintaining the works and paying
interest on the capital. The Minister takes
the view that it would be premature to con-
gider the question of establishing a board he-
lore starting the coustruction of the worka,

The Minister for Works; The enthngiasm
might evajrorate.

ITon. 0. COLLIER: [If the Minister takes
up the work with that whoele-hearted enthusi-
asm for which he is noted, time ecannot
wither his enthusinsm, On the other hand,
' he is half-hearted about it, he 'may wilt,

The Minister for Works: I shall not wilt.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I want to be elear
that the people who Qo not receive any hene-
fi. from these works will not be called upon
to pay the storm water rate.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In con-
slruing this Bill after it becomes an Act we
shall have to consider the faet that it was a
later enavtment than the Act ot 1909, and so
far as it was inconsistent with the Act of
1009, the previsions of it, being a later
measure, would prevail. Under the Aet of
1904 the Governor has power to divide
the arcy into storm water distriets. 1le aiso
has power to alter or extend the boundaries
of any district. T do not think he could alter
the bonndaries of the distriet which is men-
tioned in this measure unless it was shown
that there was some portion of country really
drained by this work which was not included
in any district that bhas been provlaimed. [t
appears te me that, if this Bill passes, Clanse
3 will make it n condition which the Governor
in Council eanvot alter that the aren which
4 indieated here is limited by the land which
is «rained hy the work in ¢uestion. Tt be-
comes, therefore, n question of contour, a
question of fact ag to what is drained and
what is not drained; and this distriet counld
not be altered countrary to the fact as to
whether it was drained or not drained. The
test in each ease would be, is the land in-
¢lnded in the distriet which is drained by
thig work. I .lo not sce how we could make
the Bill more explicit. None of us here, and
perhaps no one clse at present without pro-
per examination, can say what is the exact
houndary of this district. That is a faet
which has to be ascertained.
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Amendment put and passed; the clanse, as
amended, agreed to.

Sehedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—MINING ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee,

Resumed  (rom  the previous ay; Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair, the Minister for Mines
in charge of the Bill.

Clause I8—Condition on which warden may
register tribute agreement:

The CHAIRMAX: The leader of the Op-
positton has moved the addition of the fol-
lowing paragraph: ** (¢} ‘That the tribute
te be payable to the lessee or owner of the
mine shall not exeeed twenty per centum of
the unet procecds of the sale of the produet
after deducting all the relovant costs, eharpos,
amd expenses of treatment and realisation;
and that sueh proceeds shall e aeeounted far
at the price actually received on the sale of
the gold or other produet.’”

The MINISTER FOR MINES: [ felt
that this amexdment reqoired consideration
in view of the faet that at present what is
termed in the Bill the *“tribute’’ to be
paid by the tributer to the lossee is on the
gross proceeds.  The proposal is that the
tribute shall be paid on the unet proceeds,
after the total costs of mining, treatment,
and realisntion have been dedneted,

ITon, P, Cullier. Not the vost of mining.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I see no
renson why that should pot he included
tlse, seeing that the tribnter has to pay
the cost of mining, The cost of taking nut
ineludes the cost of wages, We provide
first of all that the tributer shall have the
ruling rate of wages, and that his men also
shall have the ruling rate of wages before
he storis to take tribute. It ia a question
then whether 20 per veat. is not quite an-
fair, seeing that we shall be giving 80 per
cent, of the profits to the tributer and only
20 per ecent. to the owner or lessen, after
firat allowing the tributer to get the ordin-
ary rate of wages. Of course, if he doos
not earn the ordinarv rate of wages, no
tribute is payable.. The proposition of the
leader of the Oppesition amonnts to cotting
up the profits in the propovtion of 81 per
ecent. to the tributer and 20 per cent. to
the owner or lessee, In my opinion 20 por
cent. of the net proecceds is unfair to ine
owner or lessee.  Now, we have already
provided that on the application of cither
party to a tributing agrecment that agree-
ment shall be submitted to the warden and
two assessors, one for eaeh party. T would
propose, in place of the amendment of the
leader of the Opposition, that the rate of
tribute or royalty shall he expressly stated
in the agreement and shall be subject to
review, as aforesaid, by the warden and

-
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asgessors, Therefore, I should like to move,
in place of the amendment of the leader of
the Opposition, apother amendment provid-
ing that the tribute to be payable to the
owner or lessee of the mine shall not cx-
ceed a perceutage to be fixed by the agree-
ment, after deducting the costs, charges,
and cxpense of mining, treatment, and
realisation, My amendment weuld further
provide that the procceds of the gold or
other produet shall be accounted for at the
price of such gold or other product acto-
ally reccived at the mine, TUnder those
conditiona each cagse would be decided on
its merits. In the cuse of the Pereeverance
mine, where a huge expenditurc is neces-
sary for maintenance of plant, 20 per cent.
would be quite insufficient; whereas, in the
case of a tributer working on the surface,
10 per cent. to the owncr or lessec might
he reasonable. [ do not know that ownoers
and lessees would aceept thig Biil very
readily if the tribute or royalty, after
deduction of all charges, were made »a
maximum of 20 per cent.; but T think they
wounld be prepared to accept in that conpec-
tion the decision of a board consianny of
the warden and two ussessors, The leader
of tho Opposition will realise that 20 per
cent. is very small, because it is only »n
percentage of the actual profits. The mem-
ber for Coolgardic spoke of not letting
tributes. That is always n possibility., I
do not want that. On the other hand, unless
we have a method by which we can fix a
royalty, we shall not get that satigfaction
out of tributing which we desire. The best
method is that we shall have the warden
sitting with the assessors for the purpose
of deciding all these matters vital to
tributing conditions on leases. Therefore,
instead of fixing the maximum amount, we
should leave it at a percentage.

Hon, P. COLILJER: T should like te divide
my amendment into two, becanse it might
be said to deal with separate subjects. The
Minister, in his suggested amendment, has
adopted that course, The first portion of
the amendment deals with the rovalty that
shall be payable, and the second witn the
price obtained for the gold or ciher product.
They are rteally separate subjeets, and a
memhber might consistently support one and
opposc the other. It may be argued that to
fix the limit of 20 per ccnt. in the Bill
would be to work zn injustice on some of
the mire owners; and it has been suggested,
too, that if the conditions are made too
stringent the tributes will not be let. But
as a genéral prineiple the mine owners do
not let a tribute until they find they can
no longer profitably work the mine them-
selves. 8o, really they bave no option to
letting a  tribute, cven though the econ-
ditions may not be ull they desire, unless it
be to elose down the mine.

Mr. 8mith: Or sell it

Hen. P. COLLIER: Yes, but when a com-
pany can mo longer work the mine at a

[ASSEMBLY.]

profit, they are not likely to find buyers
for it.

The Minister for Mines: They might sell
it for breaking-up purposes.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so.

The Minister for Mines: The tributers at
the Perseverance could not then carry on,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, they would only
require to get n winding plant. Thke tributers
there are compelled to have their ore treated
by the company at a charge of 40s, per ton,
whereas o mine only 100 yards away would
have treated it for 22s. 6d. In the case of
the Perseverance company, 20 per cent. of
the net proeceds for the company and 80 |
per ecent. for the tributers would be very
good or the company. They reached o stage
where they had to close down the mine, but
the tributers stepped i and, as a result,
this company which for years could barely
cover cxpenses have had returned to them in
royalty during the past 18 months, ne less a
sum than 60 odd thousand pounds.

The Minister for Mines: Out of a total of
over £300,000 worth of gold, and that on
the basis of taking the royalty on the gross,

Hon, P, COLLIER: Yes, that is so, but
that was extortionate,

The Minister for Mines: Some of the tri-
buters di? hetter in proportion,

Hon. P, COLLIER: 1t is truc the com-
pany ltave spent considerable capital in de-
veloping the mine, which alone enables the
tributers to go into the mine, That is ad-
mitted. At the same time what is the tri-
buter «oing for the company? In the case
of the Perseveranee, the sharcholders have
hnd returned to them several times over the
money originully invested, for the eompany
have paid over three wmillion in dividends.
The company, as | say, reached a stage where
they eould no longer recover their gold at a
protit; so, withont the co-operation of the
trilmters nome of this later gold would have
heen reeovered, for the mine had  actually
closed down!

Mr. Smith;
mine,

Hon, P. COLLIER: They would not have
got any’ purchaser for it. The best they
could have done was to scll the machinery,
and that at a Dbreaking-up price. Still, of
course, it would have realised a substantial
aum,

My, Lutex: They sold about half of it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: When eventually the
tributers work the mine out, the company
doubtless will disposc of whatever assets are
still there. Tt i8 uecessary that we should
lay down some maximum ambount ag a guide
for the board. Wardens take a widely diver-
gent view of thiz question. At present the
tributing agreemeuts have to be registered
aund approved hy the warden, so we may take
it the wardens have approved of the condi-
tions of which we are now complaining,
namely, the 40 per cent. roynity, the 40s.
per ton erushing charges, and other charges
which have served to distribute the gold in

They might have seld the
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the proportion of G0 per cent. to the company
and 40 per cent, to the tributers.

The Minister for Mines: D)id not you make
a mistake when you said the crushing charges
at the Perseverance amounted to 40s.? The
ore is there treated at from 20s, to 279. 6d.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The Perseverance
charges according to the value of the ore.
fu the case of oxidised ore the charge rises
to 40s. per ton.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, in that in-
stanve it goes to the maximum,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Several rich crushings
have becn taken out of the mine, and on
those the charges amounted to the maxi-
mum.

My, Pilkington: Does not that mean that
the tributers are doing very well too?

Hon, I'. COLLIER: Frequently it does, but
uot neecssarily, heeause the tributing party
may have spent three or four months on
dead work in order to reach the rich stuff.
Generally speaking, it would mean that the
tributers were doing well. The men do all
the work and take all the risk, and often do
not earn wages. The eompsanies take no
risks, and gencrally speaking the mines are
of uo more use to them, )

The Minister for Mines: Since May, 1918,
the tributers engaged on the Perseverance
have earned £43 per mounth per man.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That does not reveal
the true position. There are four fributers
in the party T have referred to, but these
four men have six others working for them
whose wages they have to pay.

The Minister for Mines: All the men en-
gaged on the Perseverance.

Hon. P. COLLTER: T doubt that.

The Minister for Mines: Mr. Cleland is
prepared to swear that,

Mr. Pilkington: He can only be referring
to the tributers themselves., '

The Minister for Mines: That is the aver-
age amonnt distribnted to the tribnters work-
ing on the Perseverance,

Hon, I'. COLT.IER: | should like to know
whether that includes the men engaged by
the tributers. At any rate £40 per month
does not cover everything, The trihuter has
to buy his cxplosives and machinery.

The Minister for Mines: Mr, (leland says
that the net surplus received by the company
wans €78,000, and that after deducting the
company 's charges, a sum of £164000 was
distributed amongst the tributers; which is
equal to £43 per month per man.

Hon, P. COLLTER: Where was that state-
ment madef

The Minister for Mines: Tt was made to
me, at a deputation, by Mr. Cleland,

fion. PP. COLLTER: Mine managers have a
habit of making statements to Ministers and
others which are not for publication.

The Minister for Miunes: That is for publi-
cation. He gave me authority to publish it.
- Hon. P. COLLIER: Mine managers often
present their cases when they know the pub-
lic gaze will mot be upon them, leaving it
to the Minister to impress the public with
their arguments.
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The Minister for Mines: He complained
that your figures would not bear analysis.
You said the company had recovered £12,000
in silver, and he says the figurcs are £600.

1lon. I. COLLIER: He has not denied the

statement exeept through the Minister,

The Minister for Mines: He asked for this

_eominivsgion.

Hon. P. COLLIER: He did not push very
hard for it.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, he did.

Hon. P, COLLIER: He has not come out
in the open and made a demand through the
Press,

The Minister for Mines: He is a bashful
man.

Hon. I COLLIER: 1t may be that his
modesty prevents him from coming before
the public. In actnal faet he would be glad
to sec the whole thing slide into oblivion.
To quote the figures ns average earnings is
very misleading. Two or threc-tribute parties
may have had exceptionally rich returns and
have made thousands of ponnds. On the aver-
age that iy worked out in -econjunetion with
the carnings by other tributers, who have
made very little, the sum per man may be
quite a good one, hut individually the sum
may be a small one. Immediately the Per-
geverance closed down, two or three tribute
parties composed of late officials of the mine,
the samplers, assayers, underground mana-
gers, cte.,, seenred  tributes and  obtained
thousands of pounds in a very short period.

Afr. Duff: That is not straight work.

llon. 1", COLLIER: The fact has never
been denied. Tribute partics, such as. these,
go to make up the average mentioned by the
Minister. It may be all very well for the
late ofiicials, but it does not lelp the trib-
uters who have perbaps scarcely made wages.
Perhaps Mr. Cleland’s modesty ugain pre-

venta bim from econtradicting the statement

thnt the late oflicinls of the mine have se-
enredd from  their tributes  thousands of
poundls. R

Mr. Dufi: Has that been made publie?

Hon. P. COLLIER: T made it public in
[t wns further asserted that
hundreds of tons of ore were lying broken in
the stopes, the wages for this work having
been paid, and that the men who got the
tribute hawled this ore and obtained abent

_three ounces of gold to the ton from it. The

Fingul mine ix leased on tribute, and may
Le compared to the Perseverance, Large
sums of money lhave been spent 2n its devel-
opment, equipment, amd plant, and it has
paid millions of pounds in dividends. Before
the warden of the Cue district would register
a tribute agrecment, he limited the amowvnts
whiel might be charged by way of royalty
to 135 per cent. The tributing grrangements
curried out on the Boulder are harmfiul to the
Btate, The conditions are auch as to compel
tributers to leave a large tonnage of ore

‘heliind beetuse, owing to the charges made,

it does not pay them to handie it. The cost
to the company for treatment was only 21s,

_or 225, a ton, which wonld-be equal-to ahont

+ows
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4 dwts, Tributers to-day are passing over
large quantities of ore going from 12 to 15
dwts, to the ton, vwing to the charges made.
1f the charges were reasonable they could
succeasfully work at least 10 dwt. ore, and
the gold preduction of the State wonld be
greatly increased. Therc iz a preat deal of
10 to 15 dwt. ore still left in the Perseverance
mine. The workinge are in such a condition
that this ore will never be recovered, and
thousands of tons of ore, going uwp to 15
dwts., will remain untouched. The men who
are engaged in recovering gold shonld receive
the major sbare, namely, 80 per cent., and
the companies will not be harshly treated if
they reecive 20 per cent.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. DUFF: I canpot agree with
the amendment moved by the leader
of the Opposition. When the allow-

ance for wages was increased to £3, this way
giving the tributers more than was expected.
Now the additional amendment provides for
the deduetion of various costs and charges
in addition. A tribnte was Jet by myself
on the Kdna May Cosolidated Mine, which is
a lower grade proposition than'the Boulder
Perseverance, of which we have heard so
much, Tt was let to two men who worked
for six weeks and the allowance which they
received was £2 per week. The returns on

the ore treated totalled £75, includ-
ing what would be received from
the Gold Producers’ Association. The
erushing charges, at the rate of 151 a

ton, amounted to £50, leaving & balance of
£25 which worked ont at £2 a week for the
aix weeks they were working. That was
carrying cut the tribute in the right spirit.
It is the same as if a farmer took in a part-
ner on the share system and provided him
with a livelihood during the year and at the
end, after thie man had received £2 per
week, there was no profit to share be-
tween them. It is purely a gamble, and I
cannot understand the object of the leader
of the Opposition seeing that he has already
agsured to the tributers the ruling rate of
wages.

Mr. Willeock: That is a fallacy.

Mr. DUPF: You say that the wages must
Le paid before the company get anything
out of it. The tributer knows that the gold
is there, and he takes a gamble.

Hon. P, Collier: The tributer hopes that
the gold is there.

Mr. MULLANY: 1 have on many occa-
sions cxpressed the opinion that im no eireum-
stanees should a higher royalty than 20 per
cent. be allowed. When T have cxpressed
that opinion it has always been from the
point of view that it would be based upon
the gross yield, and not, as proposed in the
amendment, npon the net yield; that is, after
all the expenses of mining and treatment,
inelndling wages, had been dedusted. T be-
lieve that the proposal would he sound
and fair to all parties to the tribute agree-
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ment, if it were based upon the gross yield
It would -be wise to have some limitation
say 20 per cent, as the maximuwm royalty
The impression should be removed that the
board, consisting of the warden and the twq
assesgors, will in every instance frame the
tribute agreement, That is nat the case
‘I'te position under the proposal would M
that the parties to the tribute agreemoent
would agrec upon the terms of that agree.
ment, and the funetion of the board would
bz to see that the agreement did not permit
charges to be made which were not fair o
equitable. 1 have had more experience pos-
aibly than practieally any other member of the
Committee in the working of tribute agree-
ments, and that has always been my idea ay
to the function of such a board. [t would
not be fair to place the onms on the hoard of
saying at all times what the terins should be
exactly. All that the board should do would
ba to see that no unduly high percentages
were charged. o have worked out roughly
what the effect under the amendment would
be. We have to remember that the interests
of the tributers have been safeguarded al-
ready under the amendment which has been
agreed to, whereby cvery member of the
tribute party has to receive the ruling rate
of wages in the distriet they are working in
before any royalty is paid under the tribute
agreements, Bearing this in mind, &8s well as
the amendment which has been suggested by
the leader of the Opposition, I have worked
out a couple of inatances to show the effect
ag between the lenseholder and the tribute
parties, In the first instance, take a paree!
of ore in which the yield@ was valued at £1,000.
The royalty at 10 per cent. would be £100 on
the gross result. The representative of the
tribute party would then present the cost of
winning that gold, which might work ount as
follows: cost of mining, including wagea for
tribute party, £500; ecost of carting, erush-
ing, ete., £200; cost of mining requigites,
£100; making a total of £800. In these cir-
cumstances, the leageholder takes £100 royalty
and the tributers take the rest. Take
another instance where the value of the gold
might also be £1,000 and the royalty on the’
gross, £100. The bill of costs on that parce!
might be as follows: mining costs, wages,
ete., £600; cartage and crushing £300, min-
ing requigites £150, or a total in this in-
stance of £1,050. In this instance, if they
paid the royalty and also deducted these
costs, they would be £50 behind. Tt would
not be fair or equitable, seeing that we pro-
vide that no royalty shall be charged until
the tributers have made a ruling rate of
wages; if we go on the gross yield that
ghould be sufficient, particnlarly if we pro-
vide that a maximum of 20 per cent. royalty
may be charged. We should issve this as an
instruction to the board, that in no circum-
stances ghould more than 20 per cent. on the
groas be paid by any tribute party, and that
I think would be accepiable. J suggest to
the Minister that he should accept an amend.
ment along the lines I have suggested.
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Mr. CHESSON: I support the amendment
a8 moved by the leader of the Opposition.
Miring companies do not leb their mines on
tribute when they are paying. The ribute
party has to do a good deal of developmental
work, or work that portion of the mine where
they bave the tribute, more efficiently than
the company has done. It has to be remem-
bered that the tributers arc manning the
lease and holding it for the company. Tt
cannot be expected that a tribute party would
keep the plant up to date. Take the Great
Fingal mine, which paid something like two
millions in dividends. A most expensive
plant was put up out of the proceeds ob-
tained from the mine, The company worked
the mine for a number of years. The time
came when they could not continue to work
at a profit and they let the mine on tribute.
The tributers did not use the whole of the
plant; the biggest portion of it was sold.
They pay £5 a week for the use of the hoiler
and engine. The stone is earted to Cue and
is treated at the Government battery. The
tributers pay the whole of the cost of work-
ing, and the maximum royalty is 15 per cent.
The Perseverance Mine tributers pay erush-
ing and hauling charges and for all mining
requisites, and the royalty is fixed at 30 per
eent. Considering that the eompany are
noder no expense, they would be well dealt
with if the maximum were fixed at 20 per
cent.

Mr. LUTEY: I hope the amendment will
he carried. The Perseverance Minc would
have been down and ont, as it were, but for
the tributers making the discoveries they did.
1 may refer to another mine, the Kalgurli.
During the past 16 years, they have bheen
talking of closing down that mine, but the
company c¢mploy a man whe has been doing
nothing but sampling, and mainly throwgh
his emergics and knowledge he has kept the
mine going. The day will come, however,
when the mine will be thrown open to tribu-
tors. We have to profect tributers against
themeelves. If we do not make a maximum
percentage, the chanecs are that some of the
tributing parties will agree with the mining
companies to a higher percentage and the
board of nssessors may allow 40 per cent. if
the maximum is not set down.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I would
suggest to the leader of the Oppogition that
the propoaal I have made as a compromise
might be adopted. The best method to pur-
gue, if we are to make anything in the way
of an arrangement in regard to what shall be
charged for royalty, is that we should say
that it should be declared in the agreement,
and that the agreement shonld be submitted
to the warden and assessors, who could deal
with it on its merits. The Perseverance
Mine from May 1918 to September 1920,
treated gold of a value of £405,000. Of
that about £78,000 went to the Persever.
ance, without deducting anything for de-
preciation, The sum of £165,000 went to
the tributers after paying all the cost of
maintaining and operating the plant, which
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amounted to £164,000. The cost to the com-
pany was almost as great as the anwunt
earned by the tributers after deduzling roe
ccats, and the profit to the compuny was
£78,000 out of a total of £405,000.

Hon. P, Collier: T am not aceepting their
figures,

The MINISTER FOE MINES: 1 must
accept them because they were giver to me
with authority to publish them. They may
be right, or they may be wrong, That is °
what happens on the basis of the preseat
method of levying royalty on the groas. J&
the method proposed by the leader of the
Opposition were put into eperatinu, insteed
of there heing a profit of £78.000 for the

.company, there would be a loss of £7.00m),

That would compel tha compauy to redeee
their tributing to the mirfnnm ucecssary
to maintain their leass. and that of enurse
would be detrimental to rhe tribmter. Thet
is what I want to aveid.  -Wherz we ure
allowing the tribute agrecment to he re-
viewed, it will be more oquitilie to say
that it shall be fixed in tiw agreesment apd
submitted for approval. [ the Committ e
agree to make the muxismm T wonld rather
accept the suggesiion of tile member £
Menzies and make 1t M por count. on the
gross. T propose to move nun amenlment o
that submitted by the lendsr of the Opposi-
tion. I move an amenilment on the amand-
n.ent—

That in line 2 the words ‘‘twenty per
centum’’ be struck out and ‘‘a percentage
to be fixed by sgreement’’ be inserted in
lieu,

Amendment on amendment put and a divi.
sion taken with the following result:—

Ayes .. . .. ..o 19
Noes .. - . oo 12
Majority for .. 7
AYES,

Mr. Broua Mr. Plikington

Mr. Brown Mr. Robinson

Mre. Draper Mr. Scaddan

Mr, Duft Mr. Smith

Mr. George Mr. Teesdals .

Mr. Hickmott Me. Thomaon

Mr. Johnsten Mr, Veryard

Mr. Maley Mr. Willmott

Mr. Mitchell Mr. Hardwick

Mr. Money (Teller.)

Noss.

Mr. Chesson Mr. Troy

Mr. Colller Mr. Walker

Mr. Davles Mr. Willcock

Mr, Jones Mr. Wiison

Mr. Lambert Mr. O'Loghten

Mr. Lutey . I {Teller.)

Mr., Mullnny H

Amendment on amendment thus pasged.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, amendment
turther amended by striking out the words
¢7gnd that such proceeds shall -be accounted
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for at the price actually received on the sale
of the gold or other preduet,”” and by insert-
ing the following to stand as .paragraph
(d):—"“That the procceds of the gold or
other product shall be accounted for at the
price actually received on the sale of such
uold or other product of the mine.”’

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clause 20—Power of warden to revise the

* conditions of tribute agreements:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move an
amendment—

That in Subclanse (1) the words ‘‘be-
fore or'’ be struck out.

Amcndment put and passed.

Hon. P, COLLIER: T take it that wher-

evor the warden, or the warden’s court, is
mentioned, a similar amendment will be
made.

The Minister for Mines: Yes.

Clauwse, as amended, agreed to.

Jlauses 30 to 36—agreed to.

Clause 37—Regulations:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: [ move
an amendment— ¢

That after ‘“‘may’’ in line § the follow-

ing words be inserted:—‘regulate and

control in all respects any operations in

mining for mineral oil by lessees under

this Aet, or by owners of land alienated

by the Crown without the reservation of
- mineral 6il, or any person claiming wnder

them; and may’’
This will give the State what I pointed out
was _casential, the right to control the
mining for oil on private property, in order
to safeguard the oil which might be on
other property. T have alse met the objes-
tion raised by the member for North-East
I'rcmantle by providing that this shall be
done by vegulntion, which must be approved
by Parliament, so that the Minister will
not be able to do as he likes.

Amendment put and passo-d; the clause,
as amended, agreed to,

«(Clause 38—agreed to.

Postponed Clause 24 — Sublettinug  on
tribute:
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The

leader of the Opposition desires that ap-
proval should be given by the warden or
by a court consisting of the warden and
two ussessars if claimed by ocither party. I
agreed to postpone the clause in order to
get a new clange drafted to bring about
that result. I propose to move the new
elause later; meanwhile I ask the  Com.
mittee to pass the postponed clause.

Clause put and passed.
Naw elpuse— ABeR5018: -
. The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move—

That the follgwing be inserted to stand
as Clause 37:—‘Any funection of the
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warden, amd any proceeding im the
warden's court under this part of this
Act shall, if the applieant or any person
interested in the application or proceed-
ing so desires, be performed or heard and

determined by the warden and two
aysessors to be appointed in the pre-
seribed manuer; and in the case of o

difference of opinion between the warden
and the asscssors, the decision of the
majority of them shall determine the
matter or provecding.’’

New clange put and passed.
Title——ngreed Lo,

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT. :
In Committee.
Resumed from the previous day;  Mr.
Stuhbs in the Chair, the Attorney General
in charge of the Bill

Clause  2—Amendment  of Seetion 4
(partly considered); '
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Progress

wiy veported on this clavse in order that
there might be an opportunity of ascertain-
ing how the carnings of a tributer ecounld
be assessed. The elause applies in two wavs
—as regawrds the amount of eompensation in
case of injury, and also as to whether a tri-
huter in within the measore at all.  If the
tributer was carning over €400 per annum,
he would not be within the measure. Sinee
the adjournment 1 have looked up the eor-
responding Queensland  Act, whigh®  was
passed in 1918; and T find that that mea-
sure s no more explivit on the point :than
in this Bill. The weekly earnings here are
ealeulated under the First Schedule tor our
principal Aet, and those words in that sehe-
dule whieh affeet the exlenlation of weekly
earnings are included ns part of the Aet it-
self in Queensland. Whether or not the
diffienity has been selved in Queensland |
am not prepared te say; but T think it mnst
he obvious to anyone who has read our First
Schedule that there are hound to be  ecases
in which it would he impossible to calenlate
what were the worker’s earnings whieh
wonld be the hasis of the claim or of the
amount of compensation. In order to get
over eases of that kind, T move an amend-
ment—-

That the following paragraph be added
to the ¢lansc:—¢[f the earninga or aver-
age weekly earnings of a tributer cannot
bhe otherwise ascertained for the purposes
of this Act, the earnings of the tributer
shall be deemed to be equal to the roling
rate of wages for miners as preseribed
for the time being by the current indus-
“trial agreement or award in force in the
distriet in which the mine is sitoated.’’

That amendment may not provide a perfect
method of ascertmining the faet which is
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reqnired; hut T candidly admir that 1 know
of no better methad, and that T cannot de-
vise any other method of arriving at the
ilesired  abjeet.

IToir. P. COLLITER: The nmendment seems
to make the matter as elear and specific as
it ean be made. There arve difficulties, as we
recognised when consilering the clanse ves-
terday. Tn so far as the method of com-
puting 1he woeekly” earnings cannot he as-
certnined from the PFirst Sehedule to the
principal  Act, the Attorney  General’s
amendment should overcome all diffeulties.

Mr., MULLANY: | welcome the Attor-
ney General’s endeavonr to defing semething
which is very diffienlt indeed to define, but
T fear there may be dauger in the amend-
ment.  What, under it, would he the posi-
tion if the wages caruw] hy the man ean be
aceurately determined, ml have been very
little indeed, say, only £1 per week? That
wiuld nften be the case of n miner who had
heon progpeeting, or working in an unpro-
fitahle trihute. Would sneh a mwan he on-
titled to claim only on the same basis as
worker carning £1 per week?

The Attorney Gemneral: Yes.

Mr, MULLANY: fn such 5 ease tho
amendment would work very untairly. Of
vourse, in the case of a man who had been
working in a good fribute and  therefore
carning o high rate of wages, the amend-
ment would work fairly. [ should he very
sorry if we passed something which had the
cffect of further penalising an unfortunate
man who possibly for a long period hadl
hoen earninge very little indeed.

Mre. OUHESRON: Wonld a tributer cm-
ployving isbour ecase to he n worker under
this measure?  That iz the position nnder
the prineipal Act.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: A tributer
in n tributer within the meaning of the
Mining  Aet, 1904, The member for
Menzies quite correctly put the podition as
regards a tributer who has been earning only
at the rate of £1 per week., The risk, how-
ever, i® one which eannot be aveided. T do
not  think a tributer should say, ““T am
going to take on a job whieh may rosult in
a bhig profit, although it may result in ouly
a'small profit; but yet T am going to ¢laim
the right to he treated purely ag o wages
man."" 1 do not think an employer should
he askel to take n risk of that kind. The
diMenlty arices heeause undor this measure
we are going outside the ordinary principle
of the workman, and are taking on a person
who is more analogous to & eontractor, The
tributer eannot elaim to have the rights of a

" spoculative business, and also to have the
rights, without the Nabilities, of ordinary
employment, [ think the most a tributer can
ask, when it comes to assessing compensa-
tion under this measure, is that his wagesy
shonld be taken to be the amount he has
artually been earning.

Mr. MULLANY: T am glad that T sought
an explanation of the amendment. Tt is
now obvious to the Committee that injustice
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may very possibly resvlt if the amendmeut
s varried. When the members of a tribute
pbarty engage im work mderground, ench
member of the party iy ealled upen to pay a
special premiom to the jnsurance company:
and that premium is a high onc, on acconnt
of the dangerous nature of the work, Yet
snel a man, notwithstanding that he pays
a hl:g]; premium, may, if he meets with an
ar('{dent, be placed on a very low  wage
basis. 1 realise the difficulty of framing an
amendment to suit all eases, but I think the
Attorney General might consider the ad-
visableness of meoving au amendment 1o
sole anch effect as, ““‘For the purposcs of
this Aet n person engaged in tributing shal
he deemed to be in receipt of the ruline rate
of wages paid for that class of work in the
district,’"  Otherwise we shall be passing o
provision whieh will prove extremelv dan-
gerous to very deserving men, ’

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: A tribuier
earning, suy, £600 a year would, under the
amendment suggested by the member for
Menzies, be cntitled to compersation in
:mem'dnuce. with the Workers' Compensation
Act—a privilege which is not extended to
any ot-her worker similarly eireumstaneed.
It is giving to the tributer a privilege which,
perhaps, he is not ontitled to. Tt is goingr
beyond the intention of the Aet,

AMr. CTIESSON: I wish to ask the Attor-
ney General a question. At the Great Fingal
seme time ago o contractor had one man
working for him, The contractor himself met
with an aceident, and sued the Great Fingal
Company. The ecase went againat him, the
conteution being that he, being an omployer
of labour, ceased to have a eclaim under the
Woarkers® Compensation Act.  Toes the same
apply to the. tributer? T alould like to hear
the Attorney General on the point.

The ATTORNEY GQENERAL: Within
the meaning of the Mining Act the tributer
18 & worker. He would not ccass to be a
worker by reason of his heing also an em-
ployer. As an employer of other inen, he
would he liable to those men under the
Workers’ Compensation Act, but as between
himself and the lessee of the mine, he would
he in the position of a worker.

The Minister for Mines:
by the lessce.

Amendment puat and passed; the clnuse, as
amended, agreed to,

.leause 3—Amendment of Section §, and
Nection 1 of the First Schedule:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Secction &
of the principal Act provides that the em-
ployer shall not be linble in respect of any
njury which does not disable the worker, for
at least one week, from earning full wages,
The clause proposes to strike out ffone
week’’ and insert in liew thereof ‘‘three
days.””! : !

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 4 and 5—agreed to.

He is covered
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Title agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and the re-
port adopted,

BILL—-WHEAT MARKETING.
Second Reading. .
Debate resumed from 16th November.

Hon, P, COLLIER (Boulder) [8.37]: The
Pretnier in moving the second reading, ob-
served that he hoped it would pass without
opposition.

The Premier: Without discussion.

Hon. P, COLLIER: It was rather optim-
igtiv of the Premier to hope that it would
pass without opposition, but it is going to
the extreme of optimism to expect tbat it
ghould go ihrough without discussion. I do
not think it will go through without discus-
sion, although I am going to support the
gecond reading. The Government have been
lacking in their responsibility to the House
in having delayed the introduction of the
Bill to so late a period in the session. The
Bilt ratifies an agrecment made between the
lovernment and thé Westralian Farmers
Ltd. for the handling of this season’s har.
vest. Although, of course, that agrecment
Aoes not become an actnal faet wntil it re-
reives the endorsement of the House, we are
at this stage eommitted to its adoption. The
harvest has alrcady commenced. The early
crops are now being stripped, and of course
the Government must of necessity have made
all arrangements with the Westralian Farm-
crs Ltd. for the handling of the crop. If the
House were to decide that the Westralian
Farmers Ltd. ought not to have the handling
nf the harvest, I ask the Premier where the
Gigvernment would be if they had to set
ubout making arrangements through some
other channel to have the harvest handled?
Through the delay in the introduction of the
Bill the House is virtually committed to ac-
eepting, if not the precise terms of the agree-
ment as set out in the schedule, at least to
accepting the Westralian Farmers Ltd. as
sgents for the season’s harvest. It would be
better if a Bill of this kind were brought
Aown earlier in the scssion; then the House
would have a frec hand in dealing with it.
It savours somewhat of a lack of counrtesy to
the House, or of recognition of responsi-
hility to the House, to bring down ao late
Billa which virtually commit us to their ac-
ceptance. [ support the principle of the
wheat pool. As a matter of fact I can elaim
that the Government of whieh I was a mem-
ber were mainly responsible for the introdue-
tion of the system. As a result of its opera-
tions sinee 1915 I sec no rcason for altering
our judgment in that direction. ,

The Premier: Then let ns pass the Bill

Hon. P, COLLIER: We shall pass the

Bill in good time. Tt does nmo harm to re-
wind the people that the establishment of
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the wheat pool, if not coneeived by the
Lahour Government, was at least initiated by
them at the beginning of the war, and that,
too, in the face of the strongest possible op-
position by the very section of the com-
munity which has benefited most from it
The farmers themselves, by way of publie
meetings called in various parts of the agri-
cultural arecas, passed resoluticws in opposi-
tion to the action of the Government at that
time, and in fact under the jeadership of
Mr. MeGibbon went so far as to threaten to
organise and, if needs be, by force prevent
the Labour Government from taking posses-
sion of their wheat. I'am glad that, as the
reault of their experience, they have come to
soe that we were right and they were wrong.
There are some alterations in the agreement
of this year as compared with that of last
year. There are two to which, I think, the
Premier did not rvefer in moving the seeond
reading. For instance, the remuneration to
be paid to the Westralian Farmers Ltd. for
handling the harvest has been incrensed from
one penny per bushel to 1%d. per bushel,

Mr. Thomsen: What about wages having
gone up? .

Hon. P. COLLIER! Of course there willt
be any number of explanations. I am not at

this stuge saying the increase is not
Justified; but it is, I think, of sufii-
cient importance to warrant an  ex-

planation, And after members have ex-
plained to the House, as no doubt they
will be able to do, the need for this increase,
it may be that the House will agree to it.
[ am not ecommitting myself to agreeing to
it at this stage. If hon. membera can give
me a sotisfactory reason fer it T shall be
riepared (o support it. One-eighth of a penny
per bushel amounts to a considerable sum as
applicd to the whole of the season’'s harvest
of perhaps 10 or 12 million bushels. It is
net an infinitesimal amount in the aggregate.
I notice in the schedule that the agents’ lia-
bility has been reduced from one farthing
8 bushel, as was the case last year, to one-
eighth of a penny per bushel this year. That
ligbility has, therefore, been reduced by half.
The Premier 4id not touch upon that in az-
plaining the Bill. No doubt we shalt have an
explanation beforc it goes through Commit-
tea, There are some points about the Bill
which from the public point of view require
explanation. Perhaps the most important,
although it only received passing reference
from the Premier, is that of the price which
has been fixed for the next 12 months for
wheat for loeal consvmption. The Govern-
ment have accepted the price fixed by the
Commonwealth Government or the Prima
Minister of 9a, per bushel. So far neither the
Premier when introduveing thes Bill——

Mr. Maley: Oh, yes, he did. He said the
Governinent were prepared to fall into line
with the Eastern States.

Hon. P, COLLIER: What I was going to
say was that neither the Premier when in-
troducing the Bill nor at any other period.
nor the Acting Minister for Agriculture, whe
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attended the conference in Mglbourne, had
so far given any explanation as to the reason
why the 0s. was fixed, We were told in a
brief, bald statement that the Government
harl accepted the price of Da.

Mr., Maley: Mr. Theodore or Mr.
Storey:

Hon. P. CGOLLIER: Never mind alout
them. The hon. member is prepared to ne-

eept Mr. Theodore as an authority and guide
on those matters which suit him, No section
of the community will more severely con-
demn Mr. Theodore than the farming section
when the oeccasion suits them.

Mr. Thomson: That is quite right,

Mr, Johnston: We would like yon to agree
with him on this occasion.

Hou. P, COLLIER: I do not agree. It
serves to show the broad basis on which the
Labour movement acts through the Com-
monwealth contrary to the general impres-
sion that we are tied hand and foot and
bound by somc unknown luand which
opscrates behind the scencs

The Premier: Not in Qneeuslend,

Hon. I". COLLIER: We are free to exer-
cisc our own judgment upon this and other
matters, 1 disagree with Mr, Theodore and
Mr, Storcy, if both of them have agreed to
this. [ am not declaring that 9s. a bushel
is too high. The attitude I take up iy that
I do not knmow whether that is a fair price
for wheat for local eonsumption, 1 shall he
prepared to listen to any justification for
it which hon. members can produee. If they
can furnish facts and figures which will war-
rant the fixing of this price T may agree to
it.

Mr, Brown: They cannot do so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No; docs the Premier
think that the preat body of the people of
this State, who are so vitally affected by this
price of wheat for local consumption, are
going to be content with the bald statement
that the price of wheat has been fixed at
3. T venture to say the contrary will he
the case. They nre entitled to know the rea-
sons which actuated and the facts which de-
termined those who were respousible for fix-
ing the priee at 93, The Acting Minister for
Agriculture has given no reasons, althocugh
*he wag in Melboarne and attended the con-
ferenee, and must have lLeard all the pros
and cons of the arguments put forward he-
fore the board when the question wax dis-
cussed. Tt was on the recommendation of the
Australian Wheat Board that the Pritme Min-
iater acted when he fixed the price at Os.
Surely the people are entitled to know from
the Honorary Mimister the reasons whieh de-
eided their course of action. Ordinarily he
eannot be accused of axtrem: modesty or
great diffidence in obtruding himself into the
columng of the newspapers. Usually we ean
count on any amount of reading matter upon
his return from his frequent visits to the
Eastern States. That being so T am the maore
at 3 loss to understand his silence on this
oceasion, T hope before the  Bill finally
passes thie Chamber we will have the whole
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facts placed on the Table of the House for
the information of hon. members and the
public. What has altered the attitude of the
Wheat Board and those respoansible in fixing
the price’ of wheat for local consumption?
We do know that prior to the meeting of the
board in Melbourne from one end of the
wheat areas to the other public meetings
were heing held and resolutions carried by
the farmers demanding that the price of
wheat for local consumption should not be
fixed at all, and asserting that they were en-
titled to the world's parity and no less.

Mr. Thomson: Are you willing to give
them that now? ‘

Mr. Mullany: But this House carried a re-
solution disagreeing with that.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The price of 93, per
bushel was fixed before the House carried
that resolntion. What was responsible for the
changet Even the farmers’ representatives
in this Hpuse, members on the Cross banches,
joined in the chorus demanding the world’s
parity.  Now a silence has settled upon them
all, '

Mr., Harrison:
hon. member.

Hon. P, COLLTER: 1 hope the hon. mam-
her will derive some benefit, I should be
pleased to listen to him when he addresses
himself to the question. The attitude of
those concerned has suddenly undergone a
change. Tnstead of standing out for the
world’s parity they have decided to aceept
the price of 9s.

Mr. Thomson: They endeavoured to meet
the consumer.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Your troubles about the
consumer two monthe ago.

Mr. Thomson: They will take tha world’s
parity if you will give it to them,

Hon, P, COLLTER: T should be glad to
sce the hon. member move an amendment to
that effect. Possibly T will support him,

Mr. Thomson: What clause would that
bet

Hon, P. COLLIER: T shonld find a clause
somewhere in the Bill which would enable me
to move any amendment I wanted to. If
there is no clause in the Bill, the hon. mem.
her ean create one,

Mr. Thomson:
if he will allow it.

We arc listening to the

Ask Mr, Speaker and see

Mr. SPEARER: Order!
Hon. P, COLLIER: The hon. member
may laugh. Apparently he is prepared on

one day to stand out for world’s parity and
nothing less, and the next day fo accept a
fixed price.
Mr. Maley:
world 's parity?
Hon, P, COLLIER:
member know?
Mr. Maley: T will endeavour to explain.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member
will he something of a prophet if he can fore-
see what the world’s parity for wheat is
going to be for the next 12 months, The 9s.
has been fixed for that period.

Nine shillings ia close to the

How does the hon.
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Me. O’Loghlen:
Isherwood.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Those concerned were
determined to get a price which would amount
to nothing more or less than profiteering so
for as the consumers of the States are con-
eerned.

Mr, Marrison: That is wrong.

Mr. Johmsten: A fair deal all round.

Hon. P. COLLIER: A little while apo
when they were elamouring for the world’s
parity it appeared as if that would be some-
thing in the neighbourhood of 12s, or 144
a bushel.

Mr. Maloy: Never!

fon, P, COLLTER: That is what thev
believed they would obtain, Immediately
there is cvidence of a (Jownward tendency
in the world's market, that is to say in Lon-
don, they come to the conclusion that it would
be unwise to stand out for world’s parity,

He has been  seeing

beciuge the worll's parity as applied to

the whole of the season's
be congiderably fcss than 9s. That was the
position. So they considered it would be in
their own interesats to fix the amount at Y=,
Anyone following the course of the market
and watching closcly the seanty information
that comes through in the eables could eome
to no ‘nther conclusion thau that the price
of whicat in this State, hefore the whole of
the senson’s produet was disposed of, would
he considerably tower than 9s.

The Premier: T do not think that.

Mon. P, COLLITE: T do. All the
dence points in that direction,

Mr, Harrison: Yoo arc prophesying now.

Ton. P. COLLTER: T am not prophesy-
ing anything. [ am hasing my view on the
information that 1 have obtaimned from the
newspapers, and from reading the quotations
from HLondon and clsewhere.

Me. Maley: Probably more than half the
ayain is already sold. ‘

Mon, P, COLLIER: T do not know whether
that is so or not. It appears to me that mem-
bers of the Prinary Prodneers' Association
are privileged to discuss this all important
matter of the price of whent for home con-
sumption by way of a deputation to the Gov-
crnment, when the Tress are not present and
the public have no opportunity of knowing
the subject matter of the discussion, At
n meeting of growers in I'erth a few weeks
ago it was decided that a deputation shouid
wiait upon the Premier to diseuss with him
the whole guestion of the price of wheat for
loeal eonsumption. [ do not know whether
that deputation did actually wait on the
Premicer.

The Premier:
sec me.

Hon. P. COLLTER: When any deputation
appointed by a represetative conference of
growers waits upon the Premier and dis-
cusses with him o matter of sueh publie im-
portance, the people coneerned should be eom-
pelled to do so in the ordinary way, just as
-other deputations are dealt with.,

output would

evi-

Several gentlemen came to

cready.
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The Premier: That is not always Jone.

Hon. P, COLLIER: On a question whick
has lbeen a matter of so much public interest
for such a long time the people hald a right
to know what arguments were placed hefore
the Premier whieh induced him to accept
the price of 9s.

Mr. Maley: They have just as much right
to know what i3 going on at some of yonr
conferences.

Hon. P. COLLIER: L have no access to
Ministers to discuss matters of public con-
et in a seeret way.

My, Maley: You have just as much right
ag we have.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Will the hon. member
say that the rcpresentatives of this confer-
ence did not wait upon the Premier to dis-
cnss the price of wheat?

Mr, Maley: [ admit that they did.

Mr. Thomson: Why should they not?

Hon, P. COLLIER: Why should they!?
What right have they to diseuss the prico of
wheat, in which the public arc concerhed,
without the Press being present so that the
public may know what arguments have been
advaneed. We 0 not want this hele aml
corner method of doing business whereby
diseusgions tale place in a friendly way with
the PPremicr. The matter affects the whole
of the people of the State and the cost of
living throughout Western Australia. At the
same time the question under disenssion ma-

terially affects the pockets of somc of these

who were present as members ‘of the deputa-
tion.

Mr. Griffiths: And of farmers generally.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They should be con-
tent to place their views before Ministers
in the presence of the I'ress, so that the
public may know swhat is taking plaee,

The Premier: They had informed them al-
It wus merely to discuss the priee of
wheat,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier says it
wiayg merely that, as though it was of no im-
portance to him,

The Premicr: They had already told the
public what they were going to discuss.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Is that of no import-
anece? Does the Premier consider the prico
of wheat to be a trivial matter?

Mr. Johmston: They had told the public
what they wanted. The price of wheat had
been fixed then.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, it had not beeu
fixed.

Mr. Jehnston: Yes, it had been fixed that
day in Melbourne.

[fon, I*. COLLTER: T am not dealing with
Melbourne: T am dealing with the deputa-
tion to the Premier vegarding the price of
wheat here.

Mr. Thomson: You know we cannot sell
wheat under the priee which is fixed,

Hon, P. COLLIER: I am dealing with the
illepntation which was held in secret with the
Premier. I want to protest againat people
who are individually interested in the matter
under disenssion conferring with the Premier



[1 DeceEmeEr, 1920.]

without the public knowing anything about
it.

The Premier: They told the public they
were comning,

Mr. Grifliths: They asked the Government
to give the market price for their commodity.

Hon, P. GOLLIER: How does the hon.
member know that 9s. is the market price
for wheat? 1 am convinced that 9s. 18 in
excess of the market vate and that is why
it was fixed at that figure. .

Mr, Griftiths: You are wrong there.

Mr. BPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
her.is not in ovder. lfe will have an oppor-
tunity of speaking on this matter later oun.

len, P, COLLIKR: Why tha_somersault}
The hon, member is oue of those who stated
that he wanted the world's parity. He was
sercaming for the world’s parity from the
houseiops und then he somersaulted and
nhandoned -world 's parity for e, What was
responsible for the change!

My, Grifiiths: There has been wp change.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The memher for
York must keep order.

Ton, I', COLLIYVR:
for that change?

My, Grifliths: The leader of the Oppesition
is barking up the wrong tree

My, BRPEANER: Order!

lon. 1, COLLIER: That is the position.
The price of 895 has been fixed because mem-
hers of the Cnnutry party believed that they
woulid vot obtain 9s. [ am surprised at the
incongistenry of u party, the members of
which sereamell on every oecasion for the
world s parity and then abandoued it in this
preeipitate fashiow.

Mr, Harrison: We have not abandoucd it.

lHen., ' COLLIER: So for as wheat for
local consumption is concerned, they have
abamdoned the workd’s parity.

Mr, Harrison: That is a different matter,

Hon. P, COLLIER: The hon, member can
arhieve the impossible, FHe can stand for
worll's parity and abandon it and stand for
Os, at the same time,” The leader of the
Country party has admitted himself that he
iloes not believe the world’s parity will reach
93, thiz senson.

Mr. Harrison: 1 did not.

Hon. 1" COLLIER: We shall see. The
member gave the whole show away last week
when he admitted in effect that 9s. had been
fixed beeause they were afraid that the parity

would fall Lelow 9s.
© Mr: Harrison: That is wrong.

Hon. . COLLTER: T have a note of what
took place on that oceasion. This is what
ateurred-—

Hom. P. Collier: But it has been 3¢ fixed

. in other 8tates, Tf it is fixed similarly here,

.the farmers of Western Australia will

konow what they are going to obtain for

the whole of their produet during the com-
_ing season. -

"Mr. Hurriso:l:- For ‘loeal consumption.
Hon. ‘P, Coltier: Yes, but doeg the hon.

member expeet that the farmer will get
less for the wheat he exports?

Wlat is the veason
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Mr, Harrison: Quite porsibly.

Mr. Maley: 1Is that in ‘‘Hansard’'?

Mr. O'Loghlen: Yes.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is where the hon.
member admits that it is quite possible the
world’s parity wiil fall below s,

Mr, Harrison: During the 12 months. You
cxplain what is world’s parity.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon, inember ‘is
now groping for an explanation of world’s
rarity, )

My, Maley: ls that quotation you refer to
ia '"Hansard''? [ do not think it is.

1ton. P. COLL1ER: It is in ** Hansard,'’
although 1 did not get it from there.

Mr. SPEAKEKR: Order! Order?

Hon. P. COLLIER: That brief interjee-
tion by the leader of the Country party——

The Premier: Has cost the State a ehair,
"Tite member for York hae just brokeu his.

Hon, P, COLLIER: At any rate, that in-
terjection gave us the real reasom why the
price has been fixed at s Immediately
there was evidenee of a downward tendency
in the. world's market, those converned recon-
sidered their attitude in conneetion with this
watter, They saw that it would not be wise
to ask for the workl’'s parity becanse it
might fall below the figure which they an-
ticipated, in consequence of whivh they fixerd
it at 9s. for the whole season.

Mr. Harrison: T did not fix the price at
that. . :

Tlon, P, COLLIER: [ did not 'nceuse the
hon, member of doing so, but the hon. mem-
ber held the view that Ys. would be a price
iv oxcess of what the world’s parity will he
* for the whole season, T do not say that 9s.
is too high; T do not know if it is too high
or not. ] o sav, however, that the
price of wheat, if it is to be fixed at
all, shoutd be fixed hy an independent ard
“impariial  tribunal.  We have the Prices
Regulation Commission dealing with all our
food supplies and necessary  commodities,
The men éomprising that Commission are not
‘personally interested in any of the prices
which are fixel. They are supposed to he
intpartial men investigating all the faects re-
Lgurling the cost of production, marketing
aud so on, and they fix the price accordingly
at a figure which they consider equitable as
hciween the seller and the purchaser. So far
as wheat js concerned, as the result of an
aceumulation of cireumstances, which have
heen going on for the past three or four
years, we find wheat controlled Ly’ a hoard
‘which is known as the Auvstralian Wheat

- Board. ' That ‘board is composed of repre-
seutatives of the Governments-of cach of the
- wheat-producing States, and representatives
of the growers. Every member on that board
is cither direetly or indirvectly interestod in
the price of wheat for local consumption.
The Ministers for Agrienlture, who are mem-
bers of the beard, are interested in it, if
only in a political sense.  They represent
wheat growers, or, rather, it is a fair assump-
tion that they represent agrienltural com-
munities. Tt is 8o in the case of ' Western
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Australia and [ suppose ‘it is so regarding
the other States. The political existence of
those Ministors is dependent wpon men whe
are themselves wheat growers; consequently
it is in their political interests to fix as high
a price for wheat as they ean possibly obtain
for it. The other members of the hoard are
direct representatives of the growers and as
such they would be concerned in the fixing of
the price as high as possible. Ln these cir
cumstances, we have an interested board fix-
ing the price of a commodity whieh the peo-
ple throughout the Btate have to pay. Do
we follow that line of procedure regarding
other commedities requircd by the people?
Of course we do not. What would be said if
we brought forward lcgislation to fix the
price of sugar, and provided that one of the
members of the price-fixing board should he
o representative of one of the sugar com-
panies, or if we suggested that on the board
to fix the price of bread there should be n
baker, and so on?

Mr. Maley: Much the same thing oceurs
in other matters.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is decidedly wrong.
This body, eomprising six or seven interested
men, have the right to fix the price of wheat,
which may mean an extra 1d. in the priee of
a Zth, loaf to the whole of the consumers in
Western Australia.

Mr. Griffiths: Yet we get the cheapest loaf
in the world to-day.

Hon. P. COLLTER: That is no argument
in a country where we are producing wheat
and exporting scores of millions of bushels
of wheat overseaa.

Mr. Griffiths: Canada does that too.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Does the hon. member
contend that the price of wheat shobld be
governed by the conditions operating in starv-
ing centres of Europe where they do not grow
wheat and cannot get it? 'That is entirely
apart from the argument. The question is:
are we paying too much for our wheat? That
ovestion can only be answered by an impar-
tial tribunal. Do not the representatives of
the Farmers consider that the people of the
State are entitled to some econsideration?
What would be the world’s parity if it were
not for the faet that the whole ot the people
are behind the farmers at the present time?

Mr. Griffiths: How would the State have
got on if the wheat had not beer produced?

Hon. P. COLLIER: We have created a
hige commercial trust with the eredit nnd
baeking of the whole of the Australian people
behind it. Tt is because of that fact that
wembera of the Country party are in a posi-
tion to talk sbout he world’s pdtity. The
world ’s parity would not have been worth 2a.
to them if they had not bheen backed un by
Aunstralia as a whole. What would have been
the pogition of the farmers if such had been
the casze?

Mr. Griffiths:
been grown,

Hen, P, COLLIER: But T do say that the
rrower i8 entitled to a fair price for his
wheat.

The wheat would not have
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The Honorary Minister:
vonsider 8 fair price?

Hon, P. COLLTIER: I 4o not know, and
the kon. member Jdoes not know, and there
has not been any information given which
will enable us to judge. But I am not pre-
pared to aecept as a fair price that which
tias been arrived at by a partisan board
of men whoe are directly interested. It is
my intention at a later stage to submii an
amentdment to the effect’ that the price for
local consumption shall be fixed by the
Prices Regulation Commission. There we
have @& bedy who, at least, can have some
justification for claiming that they are im-
partisl. We should not have the price
fixed as at present by a board, all the mem-
bers of which are sellers of wheat. Can
anyone say thal the Minigter for Agrienl-
ture had an open mind when he was recom-
mending what the price of wheat should be
for this State? Has mnot that Minister
wheat in the pool?  Wiil he not directly
benefit—but T have no desire to indi-
vidualise; there are others as well as the
Minister for Agriculture who are directly
interested. Can such men be said to be
impartinl? Should sueh people deeide what
the price of wheat should be? Is the Min-
ister for Agrienlture, for instance, likely to
conserve the interests of the consuming pub-
lic when attendipg a conference to fix the
price of wheat?

Mr, Maley: You can apply the same argu-
ment to members increasing their aalaries,

Mr, O'Loghlen: You were pretty glad it
went through.

Hon, P. COLLIER: If the consumers had

What do you

representation on the Australian Wheat
Board .

Mr. Harrizon: The eonsuming Statcs were
represented.

Hon. P. COLLIER: By whom?

Mr, Maley: Theodore and Storey.

Hon. P. COLLIER: New Sonth Wales is
» producing State.

Mr. Marrison: What about Tasmanial

Hon, P, COLLTER: I e¢an understand Mr.
Storey trying to get as high a price as he
ecoulil becnuse his Government had guaran-
tezd 7s. 6. to the growers of New South
Wales, :

Mr. Maley: New South Wales was im-
norting wheat when the price was fixed.

Hon, P. COLLIER: That does not matter.
Tt will be an exporting State this season,
and for this season’s crop-the Government
there have guaranteed the farmers 7s. 6d.
1F the price goes below that, tho Govern-
ment will have to make it good, and to re-
lieve his Government of any liability he is
not going to stand for a low price. On
November 22 there was published a cable
message whieh said that buyers of wheat
in London were offering 110s. That would
ameunt to 15s. 6d. per bushel or about 9.
6d. f.o.b, here. That was the buying price
only as lately as the 22nd of last month.

Mr. Brown; It is 8s, 3d. to-day.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: I am speaking of the
22nd November and hon. members know
that there has beenr a downward tendency
since. Nothing else can be expected, be-
cause the suthorities who are catimating
what the worid’s yield will be this season
have deelared that there will be a probable
surplus of 100 million bushels.

Mr. Brown: That is for Australia,

Hon. I'. COLLIER: {for the whole worid.

Mr. Grifiths: Your figures are a bit
rocky,
1lon. P, COLLIER : The hon. member

will be o bit rocky before T finish with him.
When the executive” of the primary pro-
ducers speak, the hon, member says ‘* Yes,
sir.””  When they say what the world’s
parity will be he will reply ‘‘At your
service, sir,”” and when they declare that
no matter what the world’s parity will be
they will fix the price at 93., he will say
! Very well, sir.”? That is the extent of
the hon. member’s independent thought and
action in regard to this matter.

Mr. Griffiths: So says the leader of the
Opposition.

Hon, P, COLLIER: And I am some
authority on that matter, because, by
virtue of my regular and close reading of
tho *‘Primary Producer’ newspaper T
have some knowledge of the working of
the machine to which the hon. member
belonga.

Mr. Johnston: We rogret that you do not
assimilate the views.

Hon. P, COLLIER: This was published
a few days ago in regard to the worid’s
supplies of wheat—

British authorities consider that the
United States, taking into account the
carry-over from the last cereal year, will
have an exportable surplus of approxi-
mately 240 million bushels. This added
to a probable surplus of 190 million
bushels in Canada, 148 million bushels in
Argentina, say 90 million bushels in Aus-
tralia, and probably a few million bushels
in India, makes a total available for
Europe of over 660 million bushels. The
astimate of ‘‘Broomhall’’ of Liverpool,
on September 14, was about 616 million
bushels, but since, then conditions in
Canada and Argentina have changed for
tha better. Now the consumption of
foreign wheat in Europe last year, with
amaller crops, did not amount to more
than 560 million bushels, s¢ that on the
basie of the above figures there should be
sufficient wheat to go round.

That was the consumption as against the
estimated production this year of 660
millien bushels. 8o that there should be a
surplus of over 100 million bushels.

Mr. Maley: We always get that kind of
inspired information.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member
knows of course the Aunstralian surplus was
given as 90 million bushels, but the position
has improved somewhat since then, and it
ja estimated that we shall have 130 million
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bushels, If there is such a surplus in the
world it is inevitable that the price muet
go down. That can only be expected, and
from the fact that omly 110s. was being
offered a few weeks ago in London, we can
belicve that the price will go down.

The Minister for Mines: A fair percont-
age of our barvest has already becn sold
at 10s, or over.

Mr, Tohnston: Up to 17s. 6d.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have no doubt that
hon. members opposite are able to get all
this information, and the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin, I suppose, knows how much
has bheen sold.

Mr. Johnston:
from the East.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Such information
should not be for the exclusive use of any
section of this House.

Mr, Griffiths: This came through from the
Egpstern States.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon, memher
asked me a few moments ago to disregard
what I read ahout wheat in the newspapem,
and now, when it suits his book, he mentions
what has been published as coming from the
Castern States.  When I quote information
as coming from London, the heart of the
Empire, the hon, member says that it cannot
be believed, but when it suits his purpoae
he quotes information that comes from the
Eastern States. Why not the world’s parity
for other things as well as for wheat—applas,
butter, timber, sugar, coal? But if we had
te pay the world’s parity for coal it wonld
cost us 25 million pounds more than it is
costing us at the present time, Why do honm.
metnbers think they should single out wheat
and demand for it the world’s parity? Tt
would amount to nothing st all were it not
for the backing and the eredit of the people
of the State. It was the people, through their
governments, who maintained the priee of
wheat during the whole of the war period.
By means of the pool, farmers were enabled
to get a higher price than they had obtained
in former years. Beeing that that is the cass,
there is an obligation on the part of the
growers to supply wheat for lecal requirs-
ments at a reasonable price. I would allow
the farmer a price for wheat would not only
cover costrof production, but which would allow
him s fair margin of profit, even a generous
margin of profit, But T am not prepared to
say that the farmer is going to use my credit
and the credit of all the people of the State
to enable him to impose a price which ia
unjust and which amounts to profiteering so
far as those from whom he is receiving the
benefit are concerned. If 9s. is a fair priec
at the present time, how do our friends de-
fend the action of those who fixed the price
at 7s. 8d. for last season’s wheat. The cost
of production has not gone up since. It is
admitted that 7s. 8d., when fixed in Janunary
of the present yesr, was a frir and profitable
priee.

The Minister for Mines: You know why
it was fixed at 7s. 8d.; beeause some of the

It has been telegraphed
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hig produeing States last year did not pro-
duee at all, and they had to buy our wheat.

Hon. P, COLLIER:- But they admitted
that 7s. 8d. was a profitable price. It was
never contended that 7s, Sd. was not a good
price. I am not prepared to admit that the
prica for export shonld govern the matter
at all

Mr. Thomsoen: Has it uot always been gov-
cerned by the export price?

Hon. P. COLLIER: When the farmer had
a free hand he did not have the eredit of
the State hehind him; he did not have the
tiovernment to guarantee him. Te had to
nevept in those <ays the market priee, which
wag 38, Gd. a bushel. There was uo smch.
thing 83 a guarantec of 5s.

Mr, Thomson: Ave you prepared to give
Lim the world’s parity to-day?

Hon. W. (. Anpwin: He is gettinr more
than that.

Hén,. P, COLLIER: The same people who
ery for world’s parity to-day will be erying
out against world's parity if we get back to
pre-war eonditions, and the price pans out at
3s. or 3s._6d. a hushel. Then they will be
demanding a guarantee from the Goverument
of @ price which will be a payable one to
the farmer, 83, or 9s. a bushel, regardless of
the world’y panty

Mr. Maley: What was the world’s parity
n 1914, when we had to import our seed.

Hon., P. COLLIER: A lpt of water haa
flowed umder the bridge since 1914,

Mr. O’Loghlen: And some throngh the hon.
member’s head, too.

Hon. P, COLLITER: The whole method of
dispogipg of. the harvest has bLeen entirely
altered sinee 1914, The hon. member cannot
expecet to get the backing of the Government
which enables hin to receive 7s., 8s, or 93 a
Lushal, .and for his exportable surplug even
L0s, cor 12s. a bushel, and at the same time
charge -the loeal pcnplc who are backing him
any. price ho likes.

Mr. Thomson: Mas it cost the Government
one penny picee for the guarantee§  The
whole of the eost has hecu home hy the far-
Mera . -

Heon. P (‘OL[;I]-,H It, docs not matter;
the guarantec was there. The hon. wmeinber,
although he <lamoured for the guarantee,
now takes uwp- the attitude that it
was- .of  no- value to the farmers, and

that apparently it did not matier whether

they got it or not.

Mr. Thomson:
the sort.

Hon.- P., COLLIER: There is no consist-
eney about the hon, member, He wants the
advantage every way and, unfortunately, he
und his colleagues are able to get lt By
virtue -of. the position -they oreupy” in this
House, they are able to dictate terms to the
Government in secret caucus,

The Minister for Works: XNot at all

Mr, -O’Loghlen: They are after your
scalp. -The Minister had better look out..

Hon. P. COLLIER: When the Minister
for Agricultnre was at the conference in
Melbourne he refrained from vommitting his

I dill not say anything ot"
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Government to the 9s. a bushel. He said, ‘T
must roturn to Western Aushralin and con-
sult my colleagues.”’ He did so, and in the
meantime the deputation from the represen-
tatives of the party on the cross henches
waited on the Premier and put their views
before him. After that secret deputation,
after that seeret interview, the Premier an-
nounced that the Government had asgecpted
the price of 9s. u bushel.

The Premier: No.

Hon. P, COLLIER: That is the Tact.

The I'remier: Tt is mot.

Haon, I’ COLLIER: The Premicer himself
has admitted fthat he reccived a deputation.
The I’remier: Not a secret deputation.

Hon. 1. COLLIER: If there was nothing
soeret about it, how is it that not a line ap-
peared in the Press about it¥ When a depu-
tation waits on the Premier or on any Min-
igter and asks for o footbridge or for a pal-
try £50 to repair a road, it is blazoned forth
in the I'vess on the following morning. There
is no modesty on the part of Ministers then;
they are quite prepared to put themsclves in
the public limelight regarding deputations of
that kind,

Mr. Maley: The member for
arranges all that.

Hon. . COLLIFR: Matters which con
cern only a landful of people get publieitv
in the newspapers, but a matter of this kind
which concerns every person and coicerns the
taily bread of every person in the State is
a matter which is not of sufficient nnport-
ance for publivity in the Press.

Mr. Griffiths: You always arrange for
publicity regarding anything that affeets
your constitucney. You would not leave it
to the Minister to blazon it ferth.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: - This is the first time
I have heard of that.

Mr. O’Loghlen: ~ You are here till flve
o'vlock in the morning writing of what you
do.

Hon. P. (OLLIER T object to these
secret deputations and seeret influences,

The Minister for Mines: Hear, hear!
them out and T shall have a nicé time.

Mr. Troy: What about the one that got
the Miniater for \Im(-s at Albany? -

Hon. P. COLLIER: We have resched a
stage in the government of this country when
a geetion of the House by remson of the faet
that they comtrol the ]lfo of the Govern-
ment

Mr. G’Loghien: Bulgmmns’

Hon. P. COLLIER: Arc able to dictate
to the Government aml to impose conditions
on the whole of the peopie of this State.

Mr. Criffithsa: The Bulgarians of poll.tll'.'ﬂ

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon, P. COLLIER: T.et the hon. member
make 2 sensible interjection if he ean, He
should keep his eve on Burgess and York,-
It is of no voncern to members who are grow-
ing wheat an® who expect to be reccived with
open arms in their constituencies, becanse
they will he able to stand in the serub and '
say. to the farmers, ‘' We have Lattled hard.

the district

Cnt
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to get you au extra ls. a bushel for your
wheat.”' Tt will mean many votes for them.

Mr. Thomson: That is very vital,

Mr. SPEAKER: Ovder! T shall not eall
fur order apain.  Members are getting too
noigy.

Ton. P. COLLIER: We have now reachad
n staee when this secction of the House arc
able to demand whatever they like from the
Government.

AMr., Thomson: I wish we could.

ton. P. COLLIER: If the Covntry party
bad stood out against world’s parity the
Government would have refrained from fixing
the price. When they stuck out for 9s. a
Lushel the Government said, ‘‘ Very well, we
shall give you 98, n bushel.’’ This is dicta-
tion by a party to the Government,

Mr. Jolmston: Tmaginitis.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Those wmembers are
in a happy position jost b present. Sitting
on the cross benches they have no veaponsi-
bility for the government of the. country,
and yet they are able to steer the ship and
dire¢t the policy. The time is fast coming
when all that stable seetion of thonght in
this, State outside the ranks of the primavy
prodnerrs will have to eombine for their own
pmtectlon

Mr. Maley:
way.

Mr, Willeock: Iy it?

lIon P, COLLIER: The oplmon of those
who| Are going o' reap a reward hy it might
he eoming the hon. member’s way. That is
all the interest that the country ‘members
havé; their only concern is as how much they
van ,put into the pockets of those who send
them into Parlinment.

The Premier:
how much or how little,

M. O’Loghlen: The Premier - hns just
woke' ap.

Mr, Thomson:
to the tributers. .

Tlon. P. COLLIER: e Prowse consid-
vred, that 7s. 8d. o bushel was sueh a fair
price, that he would appeal to the ‘wheat pool
to sell gur wheat to Now South Walés at

Public opinion i5 coming onr

The same question applicd

8, ﬂd. a bushel, Mr, Prowse never contended,

for g moment that thiz price ‘wonld not he a
payable one for the farmer.

\Ir Thomson: He wns spenkmg for him-
self.,

]Ian. 7. COLLIER: He had more whent

in the pool than the whole lot of these here
who profess to speak for the farmers. They
lave not a pannikin full of wheat in the
paol, 'The hon, member talks, about . the
farmers and professes to defend them nnd
suyg:-Mr, Prowse is only speaking for him-
self.. Mr, Prowse was sneaking as a man
who had 23,000 buyshels in the wheat pool,
and | country members altogether " have

5000 bushels in the pool. Yet these , are

the gnen who tatk so much about the far-

ll]@!s-'
Mr. Johnston:
Hon, P, COLLIER: Every shilling added
to the-priee of wheat would bring in to Mr.

Tt is always a question of

.with regard to wheat,

rrices  for Al

not |

Why cxpose onr poverty!

Prowsc un additional £1,120, 2nd the in-
crease from Fa. 3d. to 93 a bushel would
mean to Mr. Prowse alone ab additional
£1,300, On his own -showing’ Mr. Drowse
is prepared to scll his wheat tt New South
Wales at s, 8. per bushel, but because the
price this year has been fixed at 8s. Mr.
Prowse will reccive £1,500 wmore than he
congidered he was entitled to.

The Premier: How mueh wheat has he
in the pool this year?

Ten. "P. COLLTER:
ter.

Mr. (MLoghlen:

Mr. Maley: Youn are hasing your fignres
wrongly, FHe would contribute only a small
proportion for local consumption at 9s.

Hon. P, COLLTER: Yes; that is what
he wonld get if the whole of his wheat was
sold at that figure. T consider it an iniquity
that “the price of wheat to the consuming
public of this State should have been fived
at 93, n bushel. The Government have saeri-
ficed the ‘eonsumers in the intercsts of thosc
who are mnintaining them in office, and with-
out whose support the Government could not
remain in office for a single day.

Mr. -Johnston: Wy jshould wheat bo
sold more cheaply here than in the pros-
perous Eastern States?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Eastern States
van decide for themselves; we control our
own doings, T do not care what the Eastern
Btates do or say; T hold. that if the priee
of wheat is to be fixed at all, it should be
fixed by the hody appeinted to fix prices of
all other necvessary commodities in this State.
The priee should not be fixed by those who'
are persmn]ly interested in getting as high
a price as they can for thetr wheat. Such a
method docs not obtnm with regard to any
other commodity, and it should not obtain’
Tt only shows that
thoss people who by virtve of the backing

That does not mat-

A bigger lot.

_they got from this 'State, whirh enabled

them to veap the advantage of prosperous

years ‘and profitable prices, are now profiteer-’
“ing at the expefise of thése who ussigted

them in that they are charg:ng an exeessive
price for their wheat. Tf thé 'Irwos Regu-
Iation Commisson said that 95, a lnghel was
n fair priee, 1 would not ohject, but' T do
object to the prier being fixed by men who
are divectly intereated. Whei) the Bill renches
the Committee stage T propose to move an
amendment to the eoffeet that the price of
wheat for loenl consumption Should be fixed
by ‘the tribunai which hat boen -fixing the’
other necessary commodities
in thig State for the lngt 12 months, I see

"no reason why we should’ depart fiom' that—

principle in the ense of wheat.

Mr. F'Loghlen: That is, after this ycar.
Hon, P, COLLIER: No, for the present
season. .. T gee.no renson why the priee should

have been fixed at 93, World's .parity for o
eertuinly will he mueh below 9, before the
srason is ont, notwithstanding any sales be
ing m.'u'le at the present tmm Ll
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Mr. Maley: They have nlready fixed the
price of flour.

Hon. P'. COLLIEK. If the price of wheat
in London is now equal to 9s. 6d. f.o.h.
Western Australia, it is almost a certainty
that when the new season’s wheat gets on the
merket the price will further decline; and
that before the season is out, we shall have
tho congumers in Western Australin paying
93, a bushel for wheat for local requircinents,
while the world’s parity will be econsiderably
bolow that figure. T support the second read-
ing, but I propose to move amendments on

the lines I have indicated when the Bill
reaches the Committee stage.
Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [9.43]: We

have heard a good dea! from the leader of the
Opposition with regard to the fixing of the
price of wheat and the guarantec. This Bill
seoks to re-enact the anthority given to the
State to eater into arrangements for ac-
quiring and delivering the wheat of this

State. The Government are acting in
truat for the farmera with respect to
their property, and this has been the
position for & number of years past

From the remarks of the leader of the Op-
position one would think that the wheat-
growers of this State were taking an undue
advantage of the consuming seection of the
community. He has not told us that in
1914-15, 1815-16, 1916-17, 1917.18 and again
laat year the priee of wheat was about 4s,
a bushel, and thet only at the latter end of
lagt year did we get o higher price or ac-
eount of the operation of the law of supply
and demand.

Hon. W, C. Augwin: You would not have
got it, but for the backing of the State.

Mr. HARRISON: At the latter end of
last year we were able to get a higher price
and the farmers received up to 8s. or 8s.
Ad. for their wheat. Those men who
have the wheat ia trust for the varions
States of the Commonwealth, and have
heen appointed to boards to assist the Gov-
ernments of the Bitate to obtain the highest
value they can for the commodities nof
those States, and who have said that the
assets of the Btate should be increased to
their export value, met in conference, The
two consuming States were represented
there. The conclusion arrived at was that
a fair thing for both the consuming gec-
tionz of the two States and the producing
States, taking the values for the full year,
1920-21, would be 9s. per bushel. Our sales
for the coming season have been wmuch
higher than that value up to date, and for-
ward galese have been made. We have
records from the Australian Wheat Board,
which is composed of Ministers of the vari-
oua States. This conclusion was arrived at
by men who have had this responsibility
placed upon their shoulders of looking after
the wheat of nll the producing States. The
leader of the Opposition would have the
public of Western Australia believe that
_wa members on the eross-benches have heen
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using our influenve with the Governmeut,
beeanse "we had the numbers, to obtain an
cxcess price. That power has never been
exerted by members on the eross-benches.
We have never abused our power in this
House. T am ecertain that the Premier, and
the late Premier, will baek me up in that
statement, Neither did we use any undue
influence when members oppasite were on
the Treasury benches,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You did not get the
opportunity; yowr put us out. -

*Mr. HARRISON: In the past they
talked about a guarantee to the farmers,
and now they call it an oxeess price. The
people of Australia have not paid up to
date for home consumption the price that
eould have been obtained for the wheat if
it had been exported.

Hon. P. Collier: What nonsense you are
talking. The wheat could not have becen
exported but for the backing of Australia,

Mr. HARRISON: Australia could not
hkave carried on had it not beern for the
arset which the farmers and wheat growers
generally produced in Australin, The wagos
that are now given to the industrial sec-
tions of the community of this State would
not have heen maintained to-day if this
asset had not been created by the mon
whom we represent here. We have not in
this House abused our privilegea in the
direction of saying that certain sections of
the community shouid not receive what was
due to them. T intend to support this Rilr
because T believe it is in the best interests
of the State——

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
atherwise,

Mr. HARRISON: As well ag the interests
of the wheatgrower, the consumer, and tho
general public. I admit that the wheut
pool has beean a success for the whole of
Australiz, and that members opposite be-
long to the party who iniliated it. We have
no desire that it shoutd go forth to the
public of this State that we arc here to got
excessive profits, when nothing of the sort
is the case. It is just, equitable and right
that certnin industrial sections of the State
gshould get their true reward fer thoir
labour. They have not reeeived it during
the past few years. They are now, how-
ever, able to obtain a lift in this direction.
The Industries Assistance Roard was under
discussion the other night. [ would point
out that there are many farmers who are
not yet off the board, but we hope next
year that they will be able to get off the
bourd. It ie threugh the production of
wheat that Western Australia Lag been able
to show the results it has shown. Whea
members opposite occupied the Treasury
benches, they stated in the preamble of
the measure they introduced in 1916 that
they were in favour of the farmers receiv-
ing the wotld’s parity for their wheat for
local censumption. The farmers of West-
ern Australin would be satisfied with that
to-day. By interjection I remarked that

You darc not o
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during the year coming forward wheat
would possibly be sold at less than 9s. per
hushel. The leader of the Opposition en-
deavoured to make the Housce believe that
1 stated the export valuc would be less than
fs. The world's parity iz us unstable as
the waves of the sen.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: It
parity,

Mr. HARRISON: By that we¢ understand
the world’s- parity, It wmight even be the
parity from hour to hour. A ecable might
arrive to-dzy at 9 o’clock closing for a
eargo of wheat, and by 11 o’cloek it might
he possible cither te obtain a higher value
for it or the value might have gone down.
A little while ago a gentleman in Ameriea
rtated that there would be a surplus of
wheat. Ten days after a statement was
made that Ewropc would be short of so0
many million loaves of bread. Statements
arc published both in the American and
loeal papers that are inspired by vested

is the London

interests,
Mr. Troy: Surely not. .
Mr, HARRISON: Different quotations

and figures are published that are intended
ae a guide for the public, but are the means
by which certain people operate on the
wheat market. Many persons are con-
stantly making money out of the market
fluetuations. T had intended to move a
certain amendment to this Bill. This was
to the effeet that as the eentral wheat
board was of such mowment to the wheat-
growers and consumers of Western Aus-
tralia, our representative on that board
should be e¢hosen by the whole of the wheat-
growers of the State. The conferences of
wheat farmers have more than once desired
to have a voice in clecting the man who
would represent them on the wheat board,
Fach man who iy produeing wheat should
have a vote, I found, however, from in-
quiries I made of the Premier and the Min-
ister controlling the wheat scheme, that
this very seheme was abont to be put into
practice, and that a vote was to be taken
as to the representative who would be
etected, It will thus be open for any man
to nominate for the position. He can he
ehosen by Lhe growers provided he does not
happen to be directly interested in some
tradiag concern that is hardling wheat.
Now that the machinery has been started
for putting this into effeet, there is no need
for me to move such an amendment. 1 only
vose to refute the statement of the leader
of the Opposition that the farmers have
uny desire to take an undue advantage of
any section of the community,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.53]: I am sure the protest made
Ly the member for Avon (Mr. Harrison)
will have some weight in the House. He oe-
eupies a leading position in the primary pre-
_ducers’ caucus, which consists of a large
nember of persons whe do not belong to this
Agsembly,
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Hon, P. Collier: And from whom hon.
members take their instructions.

Mr. Thoirson: That is not correct.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The hon, member
will find from the ‘‘Primary Producer’’
whether I am correct or not. It is all very
well for hon. members to say that they are
entitled to the London parity or the world’s
parity. The farming community of Aus-
tralia haes had both ends of the stick in the
wheat pool. At the commencement of the
war it was impossible to sell wheat. No
pergon would buy it at enything like its mar-
ket value.

Mr. Johnston: We did not get the market
value cither.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: If any person had
bought it he could not take it away., Whenat
was stacked here and was being rapidly des-
troyed. The people, however, guaranteed the
farmers so much per bushel whether their
wheat was destroyed or not.

Mr. Maley: Who represents the security
of the country?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The people are
the secnrity of the country, and the Uest that
ean be obtaincd. Manhood has heaten every-
thing clse. Seeing that the people’s crodit
was behind the farming community for sev-
eral years, is it fair, now that shipping is
roleased to a certain extent, for the farming
community to endecavour to obtain an in-
ercase in the value of their produet when the
State is still at their back?

Mr. Maley: Shipping to-day is
tightly controlled than ever.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Had it not been
for the ecredit of Australia, the farmers
ecould not have sold their wheat to-day.

Mr. Thomson: And the credit of Aus-
tralia was the product of the farmers.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tt was not worth
anything. Great Britain was begged to take
it off their hands, but at the time it was
impossible to do so. The farming eommunity
must realise that they are part and parcel
of the community of Australia.

Mr. Thomson: They do realise it.

Ton. W, C. ANGWIN: And that they are
net on their farms as philanthropists.

Mr. Thomson: Neither are you.

Hon. P, Collier: How long will the hon,
member be allowed to go on like thisf

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They are only
there in their own interests. Were that not
40 they would not remain there,

Hon. P. Collier: What does the hon, mem-
ber know about wheat? Let him rebuild
the churches which have fallen down.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No one objects to
the farmer being put on the same basis as
any other person. If it is fair for the Prices
Regulation Commission to fix the price for
the manufactnre of a pair of boots, it is
cqually fair that the Commission should fix
the price of wheat.

Mr, Maley: They have fixed the priee of
flour. ’

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Of eourse, beecause
the wheat scheme, another independent body,

more
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fixed the price of wheat., The Government
have done that, The price of Aour has been
fixed in accordance with the price the miller
lias to pay for his wheat. The same thing
does not apply in England. The British Gov-
ermnent do not guarantee the English farmer
a priee for his wheat that it would cost Eng-
land te hmport aud land it there. I have
here an extract from one of the leading
FEnglish papers, containing a letter written
by Mr. ‘\Ic(}urd}' the British food con-
froller, to a corrospon(lent in the course of
which My, MeCurdy states—
The guaranteed price of British wheat, as
~laid down in the Corn Production Act of
1917, was 453. per quarter of 4801b3. The
(iovernment hadl, bowever, decided that so
long as wheat was still confrolled, and
thereby: deprived of a free mnrltgt the
controlled price of home grown wheat of
sound - milling : quality harvested in 1920
shouid be the monthly average c.i.f. price
- of imported wheat, of similar or compar-
ublo quality; provided——

{ want hox, mcmbcrs to listen to this partic-
ularly, © .,
© provided. that the prlcc se paid to the home
grower should not ekceed 953. per quarter
of 504 1bha.
There wag & limitation so far as the British
farmer was eoncerned. The British Govera-
ment did not give him the world’s parity.
The price works out at about 11s. 104, per
hushel. If it is true that the price of wheat
in England to-day, as hon. members opposite
ve tried to make out in order to make the
parity price here 9s, is 14s, the British
furmer shonld receive 14s, jmstead of 1la.
10d., which is his limit. T have here also a
copy of the “‘Producers’ Review,'’ printed
in Perth, and deseribing itsclf as the official
organ of the Royal Agricultural Society of
Western Australin. This paper ought to
know something alout wheat. Membera of
the Country party bave told uws that prices
up to 17s. per bushel are obtainable, That
was stated by the member for Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. Jobhnston). Now, the ‘‘Pro-
dueer’s Review'’ says—

Mr. Hughes, in reply to a gquestion,
stated that it was not eonsidered advisable
to disclose particulars, of the sale of
wheat to Egypt; hut a few days
ngo it was repeatedly published that
the price reeeived for 300,000 tons
of wheat and flour from the Egyptian
Government was 10s, 63, If that Iis
true, the warld’s parity, i§ 14s.. Than,

" once more, the' . farmor hasg dropped
35, 6 _per ‘imahel,’
best: price obtainable, then the talk of 14s,
is 40 much, moonghine, Tn' any event it
does nof Seem’ reasoliable to believe that

" the Awustralian, farmer i3 oJffered’ 14s.
while the Amerlcan farmer can g‘et oply
8s,

This wag piiblishéd- on 'the’ 8th. October, 1920,

Since then we have found—we have learnt.
hag: ;.

it this .week—thdit Anicrican -whcat
‘goné down:io about 3s. 434@. per-bushel.

But if 10s. 6d. is the’
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‘Mr. Maley: Per quarter you mean, not
per bushel,

Hon., W. C, ANGWIN: The price has
gone down to 120 cents per quarter.

Mr. Maley: And what is that?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: A cent is about a
halfpenny, and there are eight bushels to
the quarter. The statement I have quoted
was made in the Press only a few days ago.

Mr. Harrison: The price of American
wheat is 129 eents per cental,

Hon. W. €, ANGWIN: The Presy said
‘fper yuarter.'’

The Minister
o misprint,

Hon, W, €. ANGWIN: The Minister can
have it that way if he likes. I find that in
to-night's paper Senator Russell, chairman
of the Australian -Wheat Board, is reported
s saying—

that the Government had received wo

official notice' of the reported reduction by

the Wheat Comumission of all imported
wheats by 33, per qnarter.  DPending fur-
ther mews, he was uot preparcd to com-
ment upen the matter, but in a day or two
- he would issue a statement with regard to
" the effeet of the aetion on the Clommon-
wealth and on the chances of overseas
sales. The reported fall in price in Brit-
ain represented a reduetion of about 9d.
per hushel for wheat for home consump-
tion,
This shows conclugively that there is a pros-
pect of a slump in wheat prices. Such being
the case, it is wrong for any CGovernment to
fix a prire of s, per bushel for 32 monthy

Mr. Harvison: Wapes oare fixed for 12

monthy.

Uon. P, Collier:
hix own wages,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Wages are fixed
by the Arbiteation Court. - We are quite
ploparvd to let the Prices Regulation (om-
mission fix the price of- wheat. Are members
of the Conntry party afraid of that? Woull
Lon. members of that party be .content fo
let the Prices Regulation Commission fix the
pricc of wheat at a certain figure, with the
risk of wages going up 2s. per day next
yum?

* Mr. Thomson: Will your side agree to re-
wnin at the same wages if the cost of living
goes up?

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: [ have to remain
at the samc wages. There ia no help for it
the Government will not give members of
Pariiament any morc. There iz no. going to
the Arbitration.Court so far as we are con-
cerned ; and we have not the courage to fix
a fair rate of pay for oursclves. A judge
in New South Wales reeently fixed the pay

for Mines: Perhaps it was

But 2 man does not fix

of legislators at double the rate we are, re-

ceiving to-day. . As you know, Mr, Speaker,

: we are not receiving anything like the in-

creased pay we. should have taking into ,ac-
ecunt. the rise in the price of wheat sipee
1014, I maintain that no reasonable man
in this State, whether he be a farmer.ar n
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wheat consumer, should raise any objection
whatever to the price of wheat being fixed
by the Prices BRegulation Commission.

Mr., Thomson: How are the Commission
going to arrive at the cost of production?

Hon, P, Collier: How do the Australian
Wheat Board arrive at the coat?

Mr. Thomson: The board fix the selling
price, not the cost.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: It is not only the
consumer of bread who is affected by the
price of wheat. Where does the poultry
farmer stand, who has been charged wp to
123, per bushel for wheat¥ Wheat bought
by the poultry farmer is not regarded as
home consumption. We cannot get eggs to-
day, because thg poultry farmer of this
State is being driven clean out of business
by the farmers. Even a judge of the Arbi-
tration Court said recently that he had had
to reduce the number of his poultry. Then
there is the dairy farmer, He also is materi-
ally affected by the increased prices of wheat
and offal. The prices of his products are
fixed by the Prices Regulation Cowmission;
yet the produets which he must buy in order
to earry on his business are not controlled
by the Prices Rcegulation Commission, Is
that fair?t Tt is unfair? The price of butter
in fixed, the price of eggs is fixed, the price
of bacon is fixed. Everything that the dairy
farmer and the pig farmer and the poultry
farmer have to sell is controlled by the Prices
Regulation Commission.  Wevertheless we
find the Government becoming priee fixers
themseclves as regards wheat and offal, which
commodities they have taken entirely out of
the hands of the Prices Regulation Commis-
sion. That is utterly wrong. All persons
should be served fairly and straightly by the
Government; all should be treated on a foot-
ing of equality. We {9 not ask for more
than that.

Mr. Thomson: Are you willing to pay
for wheat on the eost of production?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes

Mr. Thomson: How are you going to ar-
rive at the cost of production?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: How hon. members
of the Country partvy have changed their
attitede during the last year or two regard-
ing the price of wheat! One hon. member
representing a farming constituency was not
so anxions to keep up the price of wheat
when wheat wos searce here—not by any
means. When it was necessary to get seed
wheat. that hon. member considered it was
a splendid thing for the State Government
to fix the price of wheat below the world's
parity, below the cost at which wheat could
be imported into this State. He thought it
was a s~lendid idea to let the farmer get
seed wheat at lower rates. I will read a few
of the hon. member’s observations on the
sobject—

[ think myself that the Bill showa that
the Government had the welfara of the
people at heart when they brought this
Bill forward, and that they are attempt-

2025

ing to deal generously with them. There is

no doubt, a8 my friend said, that while a

few people have a little wheat, there are

many who have none, I was tackled on that
question when leaving Brookton to come
down here. A friend of mino who helped
to put me in this position said to me,
“‘What about the price of wheat?’’ I
replied, ‘I do not know that it is going
to be such an extraordinary price. I be-
licve the Government are going to fix the
price.’”” Thereupon he said, ‘‘What non-
genge!  The idea of fixing the price of
wheat! Those who have a little to sell
will get nothing for it. Iook at our
losses!?’ T said, ‘“Who do you think
will suffer most—those who have a little
to sell or those who have a lot to buyt”’

1 think it is only right that we should deal

as liberally as possible with those who are

in want of seed There are in Western

Australia many farmers who have scarcely

enotigh to cat, and they have to come to

the Government to-day to ask to be assisted
through the great difficwlties arising oot
of the said conditions at present obtaining
in our State. I am very pleased indeed
te see the statesmanlike manuer in which
the Government are coming to the assist-
ance of the farmer. '
Thus it was quite right and proper for the
Governinent to keep down the price of wheat
when the farmers had to purchase wheat.
And it is also quite right and proper, necord-
ing to the farmers representnatives, for the
Govermment to put wp the price of wheat
when only the consumer has to purchase,
when the farmer has plenty of whent to sell.

Mr. Thomson: It was only one member
who apoke like that.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWTN: That view was sup-
ported by cvery member of the party.

Mr. Thomeon: Will you kindly quote what
I #aid?

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The hon. member
interjecting opposed those views beeanse at
that time tWere was a mill operating in his
distriet. The hon. member at that fime was
not under the influence of Monger and com-
pany, but rather under the influence of the
Piesse company.

Mr. Thomson: That is a reflection on me,
I was never under the influence of F. & C.
Piesse. [ ask the hon. member to withdraw
that reflection on my honour and integrity.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Xatan-
ning has taken exeeption to the romark, and
I ask the member for North-East Fremuntle
to withdraw it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN: I will do nnything
to oblige the hom, member, T withdraw. T
did not wish to hurt his feclings,

Mr, Thomsen: You have not hurt my feel.
ings, but I eannot allow a statement like that
to pass.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: In my opinion, the
member for Pingelly, whom I have guoted,
wag then speaking in the interesta of the
farmer; and the member for Katanning was
at that time opposed to those intercsts.
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Mr. Thomson: Nothing of the sort.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The member for
Katanning was then associated with another
organisation than the Primary Producers’
Association; and the natural consequence
was that he did not then take the same in-
terest as he takes now in the primary pro-
ducers.  He has chauged his coat for one
of many colours,

Mr. Thomson: T have not.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tt hasg been proved
conclugively by their own statements that as
long as they keep the price down when the
farmer wants to purchase something, it gives
them every satisfaction. That was the state-
ment by one man, supported by every Coun-
try party member in this State, according to
their votes.

Mr. Thomson: Nothing of the sort,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That being so, we
are justified in eoming to the conclusion that
that was the attitude adopted@ by members of
the Country party. The farmers want the
price cut down for everything they want to
purchase and the price kept up for every-
thing they want to sell. Tt is known to-day
that owing to the faet that Awstralia ia not
in n position to give ercdit, she cannot sell
her wheat.

The Premier: She is selling it,

Hon, W. Q. ANGWIN: That
hunkom,

The Premier: ©Oh, is it?

Ton. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, nnd the Pre-
mier knows it.

Mr. Maley: They have sold more than half
of it already.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T Australia is
selling wheat for cash, why camnot she pay
58. a bughel in aceordance with her promisc?
Tt does not take till next April to get a ship
to England. If the Commonwealth Govern-
ment are getting eash for the wheat, there
ean be no reason for refusing to pay the Bs.
advance,

The Premier: You know they cannot get
cash until the wheat is on the ship.

Tlon, W, C, ANGWIN: That is only mak-
ing their case all the worse. They say they
cannot get paid while the wheat is on the
water, Now you say they eannot get cagh
for the wheat until it is in the ship. Why do
not they pay the 5s. advanee aceording to
their promise?

Mr. Thomson: You know the Common-
wealth Government cannot advance it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They get the cash,
vet they eamnot advance the 5s.. The hon,
member knows that the credit of the people
of this State is behind 'the farmers and yet
they cannot get their money.

Mr. Maley: Tt is a poor sort of credit
that is not good cnough to pay 5. on a 10s.
proposition.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Yet that is the
position. The Premier has stated that it is
the eredit of the pcople which has kept up
the price of wheat uutil now.

Mr. Maley: ‘The eredit is pretty poor, then.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The credit appears

is all

[ASSEMBLY.}

pretty good, but perhaps it is the eredit of
others that is pretty poor. Tt is the people
who have to pay the increased price, because
the farmers are demanding that the Govern-
ment shall keep up the price. Dealing with
the Bill itself, it will be seen that an arrange-
ment has been entered into again with the
Westralion Farmers Ltd. One would have
thonght that in consequence of the leaf-
let which wasg seattered around Degging

for subscriptions for the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Asgociation to cover the cost of
the next eleetion eampaign, and in the

cowrse of which it was pointed out that it was
through the influenec of the few members the
association had in Parliament that the hand-
ling of the wheat had again been handed
over to the Westralian Farmers, the
Government of the day would have shied clear
of them and shown some independence, By
go doing, the Government would have backed
up the statement which has been made fre-
quently in this Chamber and repeated again
to-night, that no political influence has been
exercised in this matter. The very action of
the Government in handing over the wheat to
the Westralian Farmers Ltd. shows that the
samc political pressure cxists to-day which
was in evidence formerly.

Mr. Thomson: Nothing of the sort.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Otherwise some
other arrangement would have been made
this year,

Mr. Thomson: You are making a state-
ment which is absolutely incorrect,

Mr. Johnston: No better arrangement
conld have been made than to hand over the
control to the loeal co-operative soeictics.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: I could prove
that the statement I made is correct if T
could quote ‘‘Fansard.'’ The member for
Menzies read the pamphlet in this Chamber
and therein it was pointed out that, owing
to the influence of the members of the Coun-
try party, they were again able to secure the
handling of the wheat.

Mr, Johnston: That has not been done
this ycar.

Mr. Thomson:
this year,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The same poli-
tical influence hag heen in evidence now ns
formerly. Had I been in the Government
when this pamphlet wag issued, I would have
taken prompt aection. T presume Miniaters
reccived copies of it.

The Premier: I did not get a ecopy.

Hon, W. €. ANGWTN: They must have
been frightemed of you. I should say that
the Minister for Works did not get a copy
either, They would know that such. a thing
would get hig back up and he would say:
‘T will see them damned first.’t There is
no doubt about what the Government should
have done when this cireular was issned,
There was a covering letter with the eircular
and the Government should have said, *‘ We
will have no more of this. You state we are
under your influence and that it is your
political pressure that has given the West-

You szid it had been done
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ralian Farmers, Ltd., control of the wheat.
We will prove that your statement is un-
true. !

The Premier: Who signed that statement?

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: The Government
should have refused to give this trading con-
cern the control of the wheat in futwre and
g0 shown some independence. He would then
have shown that the Government were
managing the affairs of the State ian the
interests of the people generally. No other
honourable action could have been taken in
the circumstances. The mere fact that the
company have been given the handling of
the wheat for another year shows that the
statement made by that association was
correct, and that their political inflnence
wan cnough to secure their end.

The Premier: I never heard
circolar,

Mr, Troy: You cannot disguise it,

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: I cannot say that
the Premicr was here when that circular
was read.

Mr, Johnston: It is ridiculous.

Mr. Troy: It is a seandal, but it is cer-
tainly true,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Of course it is
true., I was speaking to a gentleman abont
the circular, and mentioned the fact that
no name wag attached to it. He szid that
there was no necessity for it because it
might fall into some hands, and in any case
anyone would know who it came from. It
way sent ont under a covering letier asking
for assistance in c¢onncction with the
coming elections. The position to-day is
that the Government are continuing to
allow this political influence in connection
with trading concerns and assisting one
particular trading concern. Is that fair?
Is it just to othera who bave to pay taxcs?
Is that not showing preference? I agree
with the leader of the Opposition when he
says that the time will come when the
people of this State will have to band
together for the purpose of protecting
themaelves against a group of persons who
are mixing politics with business and con-
trelling members of Parliament from out-
side the House,

Mr. Johnston: That is net true.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Members are

of that

driving the people in that direction now. -

The Labour party were given eredit for
interference with members of Parliament
from outside, but they never did that.

Mr. Thomson: Oh, no, of coursc not!

Mr. Johnston: They did not do so in my
time.

Hon. T. Collier: And the member for
Kuntanning eannot show where it has hap-
pened so far as the TLabour party are con-
cerned.

Mr. Thomsou: Do you say you never had
the secretary of the Trades Hall up herc?

Mr. Troy: Certainly not.

Mr, Johnston: There was no interference
while T was with the party.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: In the last
‘‘Primary Producer,”’ members can sce who
were at the last meeting of the cxeeutive,
and who the members of the Country party
were. .

Mr. Thomson: It cannot bu a eauwcus if
they publish the facts regarding the meet-
ing.

%Ir. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: They do not
publish everythiag that has taken place.
They only publish a littie for the informa-
tion of the publie

Mr. Thomson: They give the lot.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, they do not.
They only give those things they think are
good for the country.

Mr, Troy: Their whole poliey is directed
by the executive.

Mr. Thomson: Yeu do not know what
you are talking about.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I would like to
issue a note of warning. The catablishment
of & monopoly in connection with the
people’s food is the most dangerous thing
that ean come into operation in any coun-
try. The food of the pesple should be free
from monopolistic control, and the Govern-
ment are to-day backed up by outside pro-
ducers, who are represented by what was
formerly known as the Farmers' and
Settlers’ Association.

Mr. Thomson: That is incorrect.

Mr. Lambert: Keep quiet. Cannot you
let & member make o speech?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They are building
up a big concern which is becoming &
monopely controlling the people’s food.

Mr. Thomson: Is net the same thing in
operation in the Eastern States?

Hon. P. Collier: [What latitude is the
member for Katanning to have? Cannot
he get up and make a speech? Must he be
like a magpie all the time!

Mr, SPEAEKER: Order, order!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There is no necos-
sity to answer him. He cannot throw me off
the track. It is not the game in the Eastern
States in any case. There ia no monopoly in
the handling of wheat in the Eastern States.
They have kept to the agreement which was
entered into on the formation of the wheat
pool by the Prime Minister.

Mr, Thomson: How does the Sydney pool
compare with oura?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN;
it compares.

Hon. P. Collier: On a point of order,
how much latitude is the member for Katan-
ning to be given this evening?

0 Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: 1 4o not mind
im.

Hon. P. Collict: I do. '

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the point of
order?

Hon. P. Collier: That the member for
Katanning is out of order with his constant
interjections,

I do not care how
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Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Katau-
ning knows that interjections arc disorderiy
at all times,

Hen. P. Collier:
tioning his conduct.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have warned the hon.
member and T hope I shall not have oacasion
to warn him again to-night.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: When the wheat
pool was first started—this may be informa.
tion te some members and it came to my
knowledge as Chairman of the Comnnission
which investigated this matter—there was no
one .who knew auything about this work, and
an undertaking was given to the wheat buyers
of Australin that it they gave the Govern-
meat every assistance in the formation of
thé¢ wheat pool, and hronght to bear their
business ability and acumen in furthering
the interests of the pool, they would be al-
lowed to earry on the wheat acquiring agen:
¢ies on behalf of the Goverument, so as, when
the war was over, they wounld be again able
to drop into their buginess withent any fur-
ther interferenee. That was the undertaking
given to the wheat buyers, those men who
with their business training came in and ex-
plained how to carry on the pooling and whe
asgisted it as far as they could. Every State
in Australia, except Western Australia, has
honoured that undertaking given. Western
Australia, through political influence, has
hroken that promise and hauded over the
work to one monopoly.

Mr., Johnston: To its own co-operative
organisations. ‘

Hon, W. €, ANGWIN: [ hope hou. mem-
bers will realise that the time is nof far
distant when, if this continues, it will be
necessary for the represcntatives of the peo-
ple to band together to avert a food mono-
poly which is likely te be inimical to the
conglmer.

Mr. BROWN (Subiace) [10.317]: If there
were o shortage of wheat in the world, [
couldl understand high prices heing obtained
foryit, but as there is ample for the require-
menta of the whole worll we must look for
something other than o shortope to account
for, the high- prices;. The figures quoted by
the ,leader of the Opposition from Brpom-
hall, ».a  recognised authority, have shown
conclusively that in addition to our. require-
ments we shall have more than 100 million
hughels to carry over into 1922, Additional
to those figures we find that in the Federnl
Parliament on the 13th November, Senator
Ruyssell, in reply to Scnator Pratten, said
thp” present .stacks in the various wheat

That is why J am ques-

pools were' as follows:—Vietoria 1,954,000

bushels of wheat-aind 208,000 bushcls in' the
forti of flour; South Australia 8,222,000
bushels of wheat and 173,000 bushels in the
form of flour; Western  Auwsiralia 906,000
tmshels of wheat and 798,000 bushels in the
form of flour. Tt was not known, the Sena-
tor. said, when the pools would be cleaned up
and final payments made. In view of the
personal information I have regarding the
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stocks of flour held, the quantity given by
Senator Russell wounld work ont at abont
13,000 tons. I asked the Miniater for Agri-
culture whether that was correct. He said
no, that we had in the State about 10,000
tong of flour. As we use about 30,000 tons
vearly, we have four months anpply of flour
already gristed, without taking into consid-
ation anything of the new erop. Those fig-
ures relating  to the  three  States  total
12,250,000 Lnshels of wheat, or very nearly
ote- Imlf of what we require for the season.
Rut when we look at the West Australian
stocks, about 114 million bushels, it is geen
that practically we eonkl de without any
crop at all this year, and still not get down
to famine prices. A good (deal has been said
in regard to the price fixed in thé Eastern
States, and adopted here, namely, 9s, It muat
be romembered that the fixing of that price
wag done in a big hurry. Both New South
Wales and Queensland, for politieal pur-
poses gave, not only the 3a. guaranteed by
the Commonwealth but, in New South Wales,
an additional half crown, for purely politi-
eal purposes, te eurry favour and votes, In
Queensland they offered even 8s. per bushel,
again for political purpeses. The result was
that if anvthilyr less than 9s, per bushel for
local conswmption had been fixed those two
States would have had to make up out of
Cnnsolidated Revenue the discrepancy be-
tween the two prices. The other Biates did
not want that, bnt wanted to see those two
Htates come out about cqual in regard to
their guarantee. fn eonncetion with the fall
in the price of wheat all the world over,
cveryone who takes an interest in the mar-
kets of the world must reslige’ that when
there is a big supply it is diffieult to obtain

-very high prices. The first intimation we have

had of prices of wheat falling all the world
over is from New York under date Novem-
her 23rd, as follows:—

A message from Fargo (Dakota) says
that the refusal of the farmers to sell their
grain in-an attempt to inerease the priee
to three dollars a bushel has eaused nine
hauks to cloge within tem days, These in-
stitntions had granted to the farmers heavy
eredits, amd they could not realise on the
loans when the grain remained ansold,

Immediately following that, it was found
neeessary to sell grain, and from New York
under «date November 27th we have the fol-
lovwing ;— i

The Chi¢ago mrruspom!ent of the Naw
York ‘“Times'® gtates that during the last
three months grain prices have steadily
tallen, wheat dropping  from 252 conts,
hushel ta 129, corn from 119 cents. to 96,
antd oats from 70 cents. to 43. Foreign
interests have heen buying heavily, taking
advantage of the low figures, Several
Kansns and Nebraska grain elevators or
warchonses have failed as the result of the
falling market.

That represents in cents a fall in the price
of wheat from 10s. 6d. to 5s. 5d. From
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Lendon under date 28th November we have
the following:—

The Wheat Commission has lowered the
pricc of imported wheat by 53, per
quarter.

And in this evening’s newspaper appears the
following in addition to what was quoted by
ithe member for North-East Fremantle:—

Senator RusseH, chairman of the Awustra-
lian Wheat Board, eaid last night that the
Government had received no official notice
of the reported reduetion by the Wheat
Jommissian of all imported wheats by 5s.
per guarter. Pending further news, he
was mnot prepared to comment upon the
matter, but in a day or two he would issue
a statement with regard to the effect of
the action on the Commonwealth, and on
the chances of overseas sales. The re-
ported fall in price in Britain represents a
reduction of about 9d. per bushel for wheat
for home consumption.

S0, if six weeks ago the price of 9s. was
fixed in the Eastern State, to-day that 9s.
has decreased to 8s. 3d.

The Premier: Ne, it is worth more than
the previous price,

Mr. BROWN: The Premier may have in-
formation which the ordinary business man
does not get, but 1 am convinced that over
and above the 10 million bushels gold to the
Fgyptian Government, at a rumoured price of
10s. per bushel, there has mnot been another
10 million bushels sold in the Commonwealth,
And in view of the fact that we have 100
million bushels to export from Australia dur-
ing the next 12 months, which will require
3,000,000 tous of sghipping, amounting to
60,0600 tons of shipping for every week in
the year, and seeing that shipping iz being
amalgamated the world over, certainly not
to the advantage of Australia, everything
supports the belief that we shall not be get-
ting even the 7s. 8d. which we got last year.

The Premier: You are quite wrong.

Mr. BROWN: Everyone is entitled to his
own optnion. Every month of the year
throughout the world wheat is being gath-
ered, and what might be a fair price to-day
might be quite too little or too much in a
month’s time. We have to take the experi-
ence of the world with regard to production
and the quantity produced, and base our
judgment on the past. In London there is
an Angtralia Wheat Selling Committee, and
I give this body ecredit for doing its utmost
to get the highest price possible for Aus-
tralian wheat.,  But apart from the wheat
committee there is another body which mnot
only controls the wheat of Australia but the
wheat of the world, and that is the Baltic
Exchange. The Baltic Exchange controls the
world's food requirements as regards wheat
and flour. This ig a nice little exchange
comprising 2,500 members, and the bulk of
them happen to be millionaires. They do
rot give ome second’s econsiderafion to the
value which they should give to the pro-
ducers or to the value which should be
charged to the consumers, They are purely
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speculators, brokers and money changers;
in my opinion they are gamblers pure and
simple.  They gamble all the time irrespec-
tive of whether they are dealing with food
or anything else, but when gambling in food
the chances are that some of them will over-
step the mark and possibly lose their ac-
quaintance with the Baltic Exchange. Tt
might be well for the primary preducers to
know how the price of bread will he effected.

Mr, Maley: Hear, hear; go on.

Mr. BROWN: Before touching on that,
the caly thing which in my opinion is likely
to lead to a reduction in the price of wheat
in Australia is the harvesting of a new crop.
When this takes place it will eaunse speculn-
tors to dispose of their accumulated stocks,
Regarding the price of bread, the price of
wheat for flour at the present time is
£16 7s. 6d.

The Premier:
out of it.

Mr, BROWN: I am not interested in the
baking trade at present so the Premier’s re-
wark does not apply to me. I understand
that bread is being sold at Bunbury at 4d.
2 loaf.

The Premier: And 5%d. in Perth.

Mr. BROWN: I am not sure whether the
fourpenny loaf at Bunbury is a 2lb. loaf, or
a 1141b. leaf, or a loaf of any particular
weight, or whether the bakers there are abls
to pay their way by charging only 4d.

Mr. Money: The price is 3%d. for a 2lb.
loaf.

Mr. BROWN: All I can say is that that
i3 remarkable. It food ecan be obtained so
cheaply there, most of the people of Perth
should bhe transported to Bunbury, but T
think that the men who are dolng business
at that price are nearly fit to transfer to
Ciaremont, because I am certain that they
cannot possibly balance their books by sup-
plying bread at that price. A good deal has
been gsaid with regard to the quantity of flour
which can be obtained from a given quantity
of wheat. I would point out to the farmers
partieularly, and to consumers generally, that
from every 49 bushels of wheat the miller
gets 2,000 lbs. weight of flour and 940 lbs.
of bran and pollard in about equal propor-
tions. At 7s. §d. a bushel the miller pays
£18 15s. 8d. for his wheat. Then he sells a
ton of flour at £16 7s. 6d., and 47/100ths of
a ton of offal, which at £11 a ton represents
£5 3a. 94. and gives a total of £21 11s. 34.
return for the 49 bushels of wheat. For the
wheat he has paid £18 15s. 8d., which leaves
him £2 18s. 7d. to cover not only his profit,
bat the whole of his milling charges and in-
terest on hiz plant and investment generally,
I am satisfied that the millers’ percentage
value is almost negligible. For the proposed

The baker gets a good cut

93. a bugshel wheat, the miller will pay
£22 1s, If he gets the same amount for
milling and profit, namely £2 155, 74,
it will make the value of the 49
Lushels of wheat equal to £24 16s. 7d.

If we allow for the price of offal remaining
at £11 per ton as at present, it will then
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be necessary to sell the flour at £19 12s, 10d.
a ton. With flour at that price it will be
impossible for bakers to sell bread at 6d.
per 2lb, loaf, because despite the fact that
bakers at Bunbury and elsewhere are giving
Lread away, the bakers in the metropolitan
aren are to-day hardly able to balance their
books with bread at 5%d. per leaf, A dif-
ference of a 14d. on the loaf of bread repre-
sonts £2 123 Gd. to £2 13s. per ton of flour
and members can reckon for themselves what
this wili mean with flour at £19 12¢. 10d. ag
against £16 7s, Gd, a ton. The difference will
repregent more than a halfpenny on a loaf
of bread, so that the bakers will be from 10s.
to 138, per ton of flour worse off than they
are at present. Another point to be con-
sidered is that if flonr is not sold at £19 a
ton or less, bakers will not be able to scll
their bread at 6d. per loaf, and the whole
of the community will require an increase of
wagea to the extent of 10 to 15 per cent. to
make up for the 10 per cent. which the
halfpenny inerease in the loaf of bread would
mean,  In view of the fact that the wages
of warkers generally have recently been fixed
by the Arbitration Court and in various con-
ferences largely on the basis that the price
of bread wounld not be inereased, the result,
if it is inereased, will he that new conditions
will be ereated and wages will again have to
be increased.

Mr. Thomson:
carry it?

Mr. BROWN: T am not expecting the
farmers to carry anything. All I am expeet-
ing the farmers to do is to acéept in Western
Australin a price similar to what they could
get in other parts of the world. I do not
want the eonsumer in this State to pay

Why expeet the farmers to

more for flonr than the sonsumer in
other parts of the world has to pay
for it. If the Government will assure me

that they will not sell any wheat in Aus-
tralia in 1921 uader 9s. a bushel, which ought
to be a fair proposition for the Uoverument,
for they say they have already sold more
than half of it and the Country party think
they can seil the rest, I would have no ob-
jection to the amendment. T know, however,
that the advisers of the Government would
say that this would be a most foolish thing
ta do. The result will be that the Australian
Wheat Board will endeavour to Induce the
consumers of Western Australia, which has
a great earry-over and a diffieulty in getting
rid of the quantity of wheat that it grows,
to pay more than they are entitled to pay
for their loaf. T am going to support the
amendment that the Prices Regulation Com-
wmisgion should fix the price. That body
should be able to get all the necessary dota
up to date, not the data of five or six wecks
ago. for the position has completely altered as
to the world’s price. 'When that price was
fixed stocks were perhaps not available. The
Commisgion should be able, in a month’s
time, that is about the middle of January
or at latest the beginning of February, to
eomplete their investigations, and that will
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suit the case quite well. The price is already
fized at 7s. 8d. until the 3ist December, The
farmers are anxious to know what they will
get for the next season’s crop. L would not
Mame them if they asked 10s. or 15s. &
bushel if it was possible for the world to
pay that price. They can only get the werld’s
price after all, whether the wheat is sold in
Australia or in New York. When the Bill is
in Committee I will do my utmost to assist
the leader of the Opposition in depriving the
Government of the right to fix the price of
wheat, even upon the advice of the wheat-
sclling committce. That committee is one
which does not take into consideration the
consumer, bot has for its object the securing
of the highest possible priece for Australian
flour,

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [10.53]: I
am surprised at the attitude of the leader of
the Opposition, and at that of the member
for North-East Fremantle and the member
for Subiaeo. last evening the House dis-
cussetl various measures whose object was
the betterment of certain sections of the
community. Hon. members rightly expressed
their views and voiced their opinious, and
did their utmost to secure spccial concessions
for those they represented. When anything
appertaining to the farming community
comes up, however, the leader of the Opposi-
tion rises in all his fury and states that mem-
bers on the cross benches are governed by
an executive and caucus, and have to do what
they are told. Such a statement is absurd
and wrong. T have been a member of this
party for the past three years. 1 say with-
out fear of contradietion that never once in
that time has the executive endeavourcd to
dictate to me as to what I should do in
PParliament.

Hon. P. Collier: You sit at the executive
meetings every month.

Mr. TITOMSON: That i3 so, but the hon.
member does not understand the pesition.

Hon. P. Collier: It is the enly party in
politics which has ever done this.

[Mr. Lutey took the Chair.)

Mr., THOMSON: The statement of the
leader of the Opposition is absurd. We are
not compelled to go there. We are invited
te be present, and may take part in the
dcliberations if we so desire. We go there
voluntarily, and of our own free will and
accord.

Hon. P. Collier:
your constitution.

Mr. Johnston: It is not.

Mr. THOMSON: T shall be pleased to
hand the leader of the Opposition a cony of
the constitution.  For political purposes he
has made this statement.

Hon, P. Collier: I am gpeaking facts.

Mr. THOMSON: The statement is incor-
rect, ns incorrect as many other statements
h2 made in the course of his speech.

Houn, P. Collier: It is absolutely true.

You do not. It is in
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Mr. THOMSON: It is incorrect. The
leader of the Opposition opened his speech
by claiming credit for the party to which he
belongs for having introduced and inawvgu-
rated this wheat marketing scheme. He is
justly entitled to that eredit. Members of
the cross benches have every desire to give
the leader of the Opposition and his party
every honour for what they have dene. What
a remarkable change has taken place in the
attitude of the hon. member! It is distinctly
stated in the preamble of the Bill, for which
he has claimed credit, that for the market-
ing of the harvest on behalf of the growers
the price shall be based on that obtainable
on the London wheat market with ecertain
deductions. He took credit for having saved
the farmer from ruin and penury. Now, be-
cange the price is considered, in the opinion
of a certain section, to be boyond what is
snid to be a fair thing from the consumer’s
point of view, the hon. member says he will
see that we shall not get a fair price for our
wheat.

Hon. P. Collier;
of the kind.

Mr. THOMSON:
make that statement,
Hon. P. Collier: I appeal to the Chair.

Mr. THOMSON: T withdraw the remark.
Those were not cxactly the words he used.

Hon. P. Collier: I said no such thing.

Mr. THOMSON: He said he would not
allow the farmers to dictate to the House or
to fix the price at which they could sell their
commodity. The leader of the Oppaosition
was very keen in advoeating, as he did last
night, that tributers should have a just re-
ward for their labours. It was right that
they as working men should reecive the rul-
ing rate of wage in existence in any par-
ticular distriet before a mining company
could claim any percentage from the tribute.
He was successful in embodying an amend-
ment to that effect in the Bill. T wonder
whether he is willing to give the farming
community the ruling rate of wages in
existence in any district,

Hon. P. Collier: T have ncver said any-
thing to the contrary.

Mr. THOMSON: Then why not let the
farmers get a fair price for their wheat?

Hon. P. Collier: I am quite willing.

I did not say anything

The hon, member did

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. THOMSON: It is the first time the
lender of the Opposition has said the farm-
ing community are getting more than they
are entitled to. He says they are not en-
titled to the market price of wheat to-day.

Hon, P. Collier: If you had listened to
what I said ard yapped less you would know
the purport of my remarks. '

Mr. THOMSON: He said that the farm-
ing community had been saved by the Gov-
ernment, and that the Government had guar-
anteed & price to them. I am prepared to
give eredit to the Government for the intro-
duetion of that measure, but I say it was

2031

brought in to save Western Australia as well
as the farming community. If the farmers
had not been able to produce, the people of
the Btate would have been in a very parlous
position. Take the case of the guarantec,
Did the farmers get the full price which
was guarantced? 1 wish to impress upon
the leader of the Opposition, in case it has
escaped his notice, that the price which
was guaranteed was never more than the
priee that was in sight as regards the
world’s muarket.

Hon. P. Collier: The price was in sightt
It wae guaranteed 12 months ahead, guar-
antced before the crops were put in, How
can you say the price was in sight?

Mr. THOMSON: The price guaranteed
was the price cstimated as safc after a
thorough decliberation by those who had a
Lknowledge of the position, In their opinion
the Commonwealth Governmeni, backed by
the Governments of the States, were
justified in saying to the farmers of Aus-
tralia, ‘‘Put in wheat and you shall re-
ceiva n price of 4a. por bushol.”” T defy
the hon. member to prove that a single one
of the wheat pools of the Australian Com-
monwealth hus eost either the Commun.
wealth Government or any State Govern-
ment one bhrass farthing.

Hon, P. Collier: No one has alleged that,

Mr. THOMSON: The whole of the ex-
pense haa been borne by the wheat pools,
or rather the farming community. True,
therc was a written guarantece given by
the variong Governments in order to save
a section of the community, The heon,
member himself, when Minister for Mines,
was responsible for guarantecing a certain
price for copper; and I think we all agreed
with him that at that period it was
essontial te protect cvery industry.

Hou, P. Collier: T am not complaining
about the guarantee for the wheat, aml I
never have complained ahout it.

Mr. THOMSON : The leader of the
Opposition did complain that the farming
cominunity had been given a pguarantee.
He made a great point of that,

Hon. P. Collier: T did not, and I protest
against the hon. member misrepresenting
my statements. T have never expressed
any sentiment whatever against the guaran-
tee. I supported the guarantee before the
war period.

Mr. Willeock; The guarantee was a good
thing for the farmers.

Mr. THOMSON: It was also a good thing
for Western Australis, and a goed thing
for the people whom hon. members opposite
claim to represent. That guarantee meant
a cheaper loaf in Wastern Australia than
in any other part of the world, and it also
meant that the people generally had work
to do. The guarantee meant work for the
railway employees, and for the lumpers first
in stacking the wheat and then in putting
it on board ship. As a matter of fact, all
the business of this country depends on the
staple industries of wheat and wool. Those
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industries have supported the finances of
Western Australia, and in fact the finavces
of the Commonweslth. The leader of the
Opposition and the member for North-East
Fremnntle come along mnow, when they
have an idea that the farming community
are possibly going to rcap some advantage,
tu reap their just due, and raise objections.
I for one, as representative of a farming
district, say that if the amendment imdi-
eated by the leader of the Opposition is
varried and the priee for wheat is fixed
below the world's parity, while the Wheat
Marketing Board of Australia bave already
decided that wheat for loeal consumption
shall be sold at less than world’s parity——

Hon. P. Collier: They have not.

Mr, THOMSON: If it is to be established
as a principle that the farming community
shall not get the full market price for their
products at this stage, then the farming
community wil have every justifieation to
vome to Parliament nnd demand that, sinee
Parlizment has affirmed sueh o prineiple
in an Acet of DParliament, a higher price
than world’s parity shall be fixed for
periods during which the world’s parity is
ton low to enable the farmers to pay their
wiy.

Hon. I°. Collier: I shall be prepared to
support any such proposal.

Mr. THOMSON: The hon. member may
siy that, but T doubt very much whether
effeet wonld ever be given to such a pro-
posal,  Che leader of the Opposition has
expresged his willingness that the farming
community should receive for their wheat a
price governed by the cost of production plus
a reasonable profit.

IMon, I', Collier: A gencrous profit, T said.

Mr. TIIOMSON: Very well. When I
asked the leader of the O]Dpomtlon by way
of interjection how he was going to arrive at
the eost of production, he airily waved his
hand and said that that matter could easily
be adjoated.

Hon. P. Collier: Balderdash!

Mr, THOMSON: We have to bear in mingd
the faet that the same cost of produetion
would apply to no two parcels of, say, 1,000
Lushels caeh. One may see, side by side,
a paddock cultivated by one farmer that is
going to produce 14 to 20 bushels per aere,
_and anpther paddock, cunltivaied by another
farmer under the same eonditions and with
the same manures and planted with the same
sead, which by some strange freak of for-
tome will probably yield only three or four
bushels per acre.

Hon. P. Collier: The whole of that argu-
ment applies to price-fixing to-day. 'While
9:. may be profitable to one farmer, it may
not be profitable to another.

Mr. THOMSON: Ts the hon. member pre-

. pared to pgive cvery farmer the cost of pro-
. duecing his wheat plus a reasonable profit?
Hon. P. Collier: Not to a farmer like you,
_ but to a_farmer who works; not to a farmer
who builds a church that falls down.
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member s io-
[ never

M. THHOMSON: The hon.
dulging in flights of imagination.
yet built & ehurch that fell down.

Hon. P. Collier: Well, a church
cracked very badly, anyhow.

My, THOMSOXN: The lion, member thinks
he has got hold of something very funny.
Tt the rest of the statements made by the
hon, member here are as true as that state-
ment, then I say he has never made a correct
statement in this Chawmber, The member
for North-East Fremantle had a goed deal
to say. MHe considered that the farmer was
no philanthropist; hut he ndded that he had
no personal objection te the farmer being
placed in a soumdd position. The hon. member
said that ke was willing to give the farmer a
price based on the average cost of prodne-
tion. Suppose the wages demanded by the
Auvstralian Worker ‘s U'nion, which wages the
union are desirous of hiving made a vommon
rele throughout Australia.

Hon, P, Collier: There is no attempt to
apply that scale of wages outside New South
Wiles.

My, THOMBOXN: Of course not. TIf that
seale of wages is imposed in New  Sputh
Wales, we enn rest assured that the farm
workers of Woestern Awstralia will be quite
content to aceept £1 per week while similar
workers in New South Wales are receiviny
£6 per week.

Hon, P, Collier: You are the most blither-
ing idiot that cver got into this House,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. THOMSON: We know that an effort
has heen made in New South Wales to im-
pose on the farming commmnity a very high
seale of wages indeed. Tf the production of
wheat is cver poverneit by the eonditions
claimed in New South Wales Ly the Aunstra-
lian Workers' Union, the leader of the Op-
position and the member for North-East
Fremantle will be called upon to pay conaid-
erably more than 6d1. for the 21b, loaf.

Hon. P, Collier: Yon are getting immi-
grants now to work for 25s. per week. -

Mr, THOMSON: T do not think any im-
migrants work for 2is. per week. T have
no desire to traverse the whole of the
s{atements which lave been made beyond
challenging at once one which was made hy
the member for North-East Fremantle (Hon.
W. (. Angwin). Dealing with the Westra-
lian Farmers, T.td., that hon. member stated
that undee influence had been used by mem-
hera on the eross benches to compel the Gov-
crnment to give the handling of the wheat
to the Westralian Farmers. That statsment
is absclutely incorrect. v

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Members said fhat

that

_ themselves.

Ar, THOMSON: Since I have been a mom-
ber of the Conntry party T have never once
heen cvaereed hy any single member of the
cxeeutive of the Farmers and Settlers’ As-

" gociation, as it waa furmerly known, or by

the Trimary Produrers’ Association, as it is
now known, Nor have T heen approached
by any representative of the Westralian
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IFarmers, Ltd., as to how T should votc on
the Bill. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle contended that the handling of the
wheat by the Westralian Farmers eonstituted
a monopoly and that it was very dangerous,
! interjected that we had nothing fo be
ushamed of rvegarding the administration of
the wheat scheme in  ‘Western Australia,
L'nder any scheme such aa thé member for
North-East ¥Fremantle apparently desires to
sce in operation, the position might uot Le
so satisfactory. At the present time there
‘has heen peculation aud misappropriation in
conpection with the New South Wales
seheme,  BEven Cabinet Ministers there are
accused at the present time of having re-
eeived £3500 sp that matters should develep
‘in n anrtain way. No such accusation hag
ever been broughl against any member of
the loeal scheme.

_ ‘The Premicr: Neither do we know that it
is true in the case of the New South Wales
Ministers,

Mr. THOMSON: | do not say that the
acensation is true, but we know that there
hag been an inquiry and I do not think that
Mr. Georgeson has attended the court yet.

[Ton. P. Collier; Youn are hard put to it.

Mr. THOMSON: Then we can look at the
administration of the scheme in South Aus-
tralian which lhas been by no mcans as satis-
factory as the administration of the scheme
in Western Australia.  Yet the leader of the
Opposition has accused the Wesfrilian Farm-
ers, Ltd., of Dbeing a monopolistic concern,
operating .in the interests of the farming
comimtunity. Members must realise that it
was cssentinl that we should cut out the var-
ious agents at the sidings. The cost of hand-
ling wheat in Western  Australia to-day is
less than in auy other State in the Common-
wezalth. The Westralian Farmers, Ltd., with
the co-operative societics apread throughout
the vountry, are able to handle fhe wheat at
a lower charge than any other coneern in
Western Australia. Surely it is only just to
give the company the work of handling the
farmers’ products.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Do you not receive it
now !}

Mr. THOMSON: Tt is economical handling
at the present time.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Tn this ease, the Gov-
ernment earries the respoasibility. Tn New
Routh Wales, the people handling the whent
earry the responsibility.

Mr, THOMBOX: They do not.

Hon, T. Collier: You wil) demy any state-
meng,

Mr. THOMSON: T want to show that, in
my opinion, it i3 desirable that the handling
of the wheat should be vested in one com-
pany. Prior to the war, when various agents
were handling wheat throughout the conn-
try, there are often three or four agents at
one siding. The cxpenses of thost ngents
had te come ont of the proceeds from the
furmers' wheat. To-day we have one ac-
auiring agent and he is able to inform the
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farmers that he will receive the wheat up to
a certain date at the siding and that makes
for cheaper handling which is of henefit to
the farmers, The member for Subiaco said
that we were gambling with food and that
we were gambling with something which was
dangerous. If there is one section of the
community which gambles with its produets,
it iz the farmiog community. In the case of
a coal mine, for instance, the proprietors
know to a fraction what it costs them to
take out a ton of coal. The same thing ap-
plies with vegard to timber, but I defy any
man in or out of this House io prove to
the satisfaction of any farmer the cost of
the production of a bushel of wheat. Of
course, we eould taks one given paddock of
so many neres and we could fix the price per
bushel for that small area, but taken over
the whole harvest, it would be impossible to
arrive at o satisfactory price. Ome wman [
know regarded his crop as a splendid one,
and yet he eould not strip three bushels to
the aere. The leader of the Opposition had
stated that that man was not entitled to 9s.
a bushel.

Hon. P. Collier: T did not say he was not
eatitled to it.

Mr, TIEOMSON: The hon.
that a little while ago.

Hon, P, Collier: On u point ot order, Mr,
Speaker, | cannot allow the member for
Katanning to continue to misrepresent ne.

My, SPRAKER: What is the point of
order!? :

Hon. I’. Collier: The member for Katan-
ning said that.[ had stated that the farmer
wag not cntitled to 9s. per bushel for his
wheat. [ wmade no saeh statement. The hon.
nember is apparently ineapiable of wnder-
standing.

Mr. SPRAKER: The member for Boulder
has tuken exception to the remarks made hy
the member for Katanning. T ask the hon,
wmember to withdvaw the statement.

Mr. THOMSON: I withdeaw the state-
ment, May T ask whether the membor for
Boulder is in order in stating that [ am in-
eapable of understanding?! [ ask that that
statement shonld be withdrawn, too.

Ilon. P. Collier: One is a statement of fact
and the other is a wmatter of opinion.

Mr. SPEAKER: [ did not hear the state-
ment which the member for Katanning has
agked should be withdrawn, hut he has
taken cxeeption to it and T would ask the
member for Bonlder to withdraw,

Hon.- . Collier. Of eourse, the statement
which the member for Katanning made was
a question of fact. When T said that he was
incapable of understanding, that was only
a matter of opinion. However, if it is out
of order, T withdraw it.

My, Troy: You did not get
ont of that,

Mr, THOMSON: Tt is o question of
opinion as to whether the member for Boul-
der was migiepresented by me or not. How-
ever, T have no desire to continne the mat-
ter. The leader of the Opposition has been

member said

any echange
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anxious apparently te misrepresent me on
more than one oceasion.

Hon. P. Collier: Well, you c¢an pull me
up any time.

My, THOMSON: It is not worth it. If

there is onc section of the community which-

may be stated to gamble in conncetion with
an industry it is the farming community.

Although he may put in the best wheat
under -the most favourable -ecireumstances,
he is entirely dependent upen  the
weather as to whether he suceeeds or
not in securing a profitable crop in
retutn. I was sorry to hear the member

for Subiace state that he will support an
gmendment of the measure as indieated dur-
ing the evening., I am rather surprised when
one considers the experience that hon. mem-
ber has, that he should object to the farmer
getting the world’s parity for the wheat. If
any such amendment be carried and the price
of wheat is fixed at a lower rate here than
exists in the Eastern States, we will have a
curious anomaly under which the farmers in
the East will be getting a higher price than
the farmers in Western Australia. They get
o higher average per acre than do we in
Western Australin, The leader of the Op-
position considers he i represcnting the com-
sumers. I am representing both producers
and consumers, and I want both to get a fair
deal. 1 hope the hon. member will not per-
sist in his amendment. I will support the
second reading.

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [11.21]: Tt
night be argued that but for the backing
of the community our wheat producers could
not have pulled through the stressful years
of war. On the other hand it must be re-
membered that but for the wheat produeers
the consumers would Kave been in a fix. We
seem to have drifted to the vexed question
of the world’s market value. The leader of
the Opposition quoted Mr. Prowse as having
said in the House of Representatives that he
held so much in the pool that for every shil-
ling increase in price over and above the
Ts. 8d., he would receive £1,000. Tf Mr,
Prowse is in that fortunate position he ought
to have some sympathy for the poor unfor-
tunate devil on the margin, for whom every
increase of ls, means the difference between
profit and loss. I do not know whether Mr.
Prowse was merely talking through his bat,
with a view to showing what a big wheat-
grower he is.

Hon. P. Collier: You know how he stood
for the 7s. 8d. for the New South Wales
supply.

Mr, MALEY: When the Australian Wheat
Board fixed the price at 7s. 8. it was gen-
erally felt that the price was a fair one. But
that was fixed 12 months ahead on a rising
market,

Hon. P. Collier: Which has since been
converted into a falling market.

Mr. MALEY: It has never fallen.

Hon. P. Collier: It is falling now.

Mr., MALEY: Since the price was fixed
at 7s. 8d. the market value has gone to a
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considerably higher level, and it is still on
that higher level. The basis on which the ex-
isting price of 9s. was fixed was this: in
l.ondon the price wns fixed on the basis of
96a. per quarter.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: Yoy mean 45s.

Mr. MALEY: [ mgan 9Gs. per quarter.
That was the controlled price. Within the
last few months wheat was released from
control in the Old Country, and it immedi-
ately went to 1208, per quarter.

Hon. P, Collier: That always happens
when first control is released.

Mr. MALEY: To-day it has essed =
trifle, amd is now standing at 115s,

Hon. P, Collier: For sellers. Buyers 110s.

Mr. MALEY: The price of 1208, per quart-
er works out at 15s. per bushel, OQur pre-
sent harvest has to be sold on a c.if. basis
Kor our previons pools the Imperial Govern-

ment jaid at f.e.b. rates, and paid the
moncy before the wheat was omn  board,
tuking the rigk of storage. But it has

now heen arranged that the wheat shall be
sold c.i.f,, which means that the seller has
to de the chartering and has to arrange
freights. In ftace of the huge aeceumula-
tion of products held in Australia, the pro-
blem of obtaining shipping is as acute as

over, If there is anything at all opera-
ting agmnst the producing interests of
Australia, it is  the shipping combine

Knowing that the wheat sellers in Austra-
lia would have to charter shipping, the
ghipping combine, immediately the wheat
control was released, incrensed freights by
a couple of pounds per ton, which brought

the rate up ta £7 10s. per ton, or 4s.
per bushel.  Therefore it will be secn that
wheat at 153, per bushel on the London

market on a c.i.f. basis, dobs mot much ex-
ceed the fair gelling price of 10a.  The
railage to port, which is an additional
charge on the seller, reprasents an aver-
age of 4d. per hushel. So, when I said that
9s. was about the world's parity, 1T was not
vory far wide of the mark, TIn the leading
colmnns of the '*West Australian'' a little
while ago, publicity was given to the ae-
tounding assertion that the price of the
2lh. loaf was likely to rise to a shilling.
The leader writer of that journal, who bas
the responsibiity of direeting the publie
opinion, should not have made an asser-
tion like that without having first assured
himself of the facts,

Mr. Willcack: He said the world’s parity
wna 138 40

Mr. MALBY:

Me, Willeock:
time,

My, MALEY: Yes, one man said we were
getting 178. per bushel. Some small par-
cels may have been sold on 1he hasis of
17s, ¢.i.f.  Before hread coull reach the
price of a shilling per 21h. loaf, taking it
on the bagig of the present price uf swheat
which is fixed till the 31st of December
rext at Ts, 84, a bushel, wheat would have
to advanee to approximately 223, a bushel

It has never Licen 13s. 44.
Tt was elaimed Ag at that
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it has been stated on behalf of the Austral-
tan Wheat Board that for every 13, 2d.
advance in the priee of wheat per bushel
the baker would have to advance the price
of his loaf by one halfpenny. If memberas
work out the proportion oa the basis of
the present price of 5ld. per loaf, they
will find that by the time bread reached
1=, a laaf wheat would have to be in the
vicinity of 223 a bughel. I sometimes
think that many of these statements are
mado merely for politiecal purposes. No
more mislending or irresponsible statement
hag ever beem made by & person charged
with an important offce than the statement
made by the leader writer in the columna of
the ‘*West Australian.’’ I wish to refer
to the methods and cost of handling in thi
State a8 compared with the other States.
[t ia to the credit of our wheat marketing
scheme officials that we have secured such
good results from the pooling aystem in
thia State.  They are very ereditable in
comparigon with the conditions which have
existed in the Eastern States. “The gross
rate for the complete service in the pre-
seut year, that is the price paid to the ac.
quiring agents by the scheme in New South
Wales, is 23d. per bushel. The same work
is done under the agency of the West-
ralian Farmers, Ltd.,, at a cost of 1%d.
per bushel, while in some instances where
it is taken from the truck direct and then
stacked the cost has been 1d. per bushel
less than in New South Wales. The mem-
ber for North-East Fremahtle ((Hon. W,
C. Angwin) interjected that the acquiring
agents in the Eastern States were carry-
ing the responsibility. After all we bhave
heard about the condition of the wheat
pools in the other States, even if the agents
are held responsilble for the awful loss and
damage that has resulted, I do not think
they will be able to meet the liability in-
corred hy their slipshod methods,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That has expired.

Mr. MALEY: The losses could be charg-
ed un in different ways. If losses oe-
cur through mice, weevil or floods, there
are ways by which the wawequiring agents
ecan wriggle out of their liabilities under
their contracts,. I should like to say to
the member for Subiaco (Mr. Brown) and
to the eonsuming public of this State that
the eost of the 21b. loaf here will not he
too heavy, even on the basiz of . present
prices. Tt is not likely tn cxceed fil. per
loaf, but if it does show signs of becomine
expensive, the public ean very well make
their own bread, and by a little industry
save themselves the supposed heavy costs.
T have to provide for a family of eight. ,

Hon. W. €. Angwin: You are lucky.

Mr. MALEY: T intend to give my cxper-
ienee regarding the provision of bread for
my family for a year, and T have ealenla-
ted on a prettv fair bagis. T buy mr
flour by the 150lb. bag.

Mr. Willeock: Do not you grist it?
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Mr, MALEY: I would sooner buy it fresh
from the mill than grist it as provided un-
der the scheme, and then have to stack it
with the risk of it going mouldy or getting
damaged by weevil On an average I dao
not procure more than one 130lb. hag of
flour every six weeks. Thc present price
of a bag of flour in my district is 26s. It

[ procare twelve bags a year, that
is a bag a month, it is far more
than is ever wsed, and the cost of

my flour for the 12 months for a household
of eight would not be more than £16 or £17.
This works out at a coupla of pounds per
head of the family per year,

Mr. Willecock: What do you pay for fire-
wood? Nothing.

Mr. MALEY: I have to pay for it.

Mr. Willeock: If you were living in the
town you would have to buy firewood or gas
at a pretty high rate.

Mr, Hickmott: He is talking of bread, not
of firewood,

Mr. Willcock : But the cost of firewood
must be allowed for in the cost of the bread.

Mr. MALEY: To bake the bread at home
would not take more than the quantity of
firewood used for the ordinary household
cooking, and it wonld involve very little extra
trouble onee the oven was hot. If the occa-
sion arises when a section of the community
can make a little saerifice—

Mr. Willeoek: Asgk the member for Subiaco
what proportion to cost his firewood repre-
sents,

Mr. MALEY: My firewood costs the value
of a man’s time to get it. The bread bill
for my family therefore does not exceed £2
per bead per year., While the other portions
of the houschold menu are being eooked it is
just as easy to bake a fow loaves of bread
at the same time,

Mr, Chesson: Tt eosts too mueh for five-
wood.

Mr. MALEY: I presume the hon. member
is getting his firewood to cook other articles
of food. Whilst these are cooking in the oven
it should not cost anything cxtra to bake a
few loaves of bread.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You cannot bake
bread and eook other articles at the same
time,

Mr. Chesson: You do not know much abont
it. -

Mr. MALEY: I bope the Bill will be
passed, and that the amount propesed for
the fixing of the price of wheat to be placed
in the hands of the Prices Regulation Com-
miggion will not be passed. I do not know
whether the gentlemen who form this Com-
mission ire omniseicnt.

Mr. SPEARKER: That question had better
he disenssed in Committee.

Mr. MALEY: T defy anyonc to say that
the cost of production of wheat is anything
else than individual.

Hon. P. Collier: The wheat baard must be
made up of very clever people. They fizxed
it all right.



2036

Mr. MALEY: That is the business for
which they were appointed and for which
they wure qualified. It will be impossible for
anyone to estimate the cost of production per
bushel of wheat, and make that cost apply
as between oue district and another.

Hon. P, Collier: What was the guiding
factor when they fixed the price of wheat at
tis, and 7s.% .

Mr, MALEY: That was the market value.

Hon, P, Collier: It waa below it.

Mr. MALEY: The leader of the Opposi-
tion has been out of the Chamhber most of
the time that § have been speaking. Of
conrse 1 readily admit that he is one of the
most assiduous in his duties as a memtber
uf the House.

Mr. TROY: 1 move——
That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and negatived.

Mr. TROY (Mt Magnet) [11.43): I sup-
port the motion so far as it provides for
the marketing of this season’s wheat. In
Committee 1 shall support the amendment
sigrgrested by the lender of the Opposition
fixing the price of wheat for local consump-
tion at  lesser price than that fixed hy the
Wheat Board and the Government of West-
ern Australia,  The price fired last scason
of 7a. 8d. per bughel vonstitutes a fair amd
reasonaile return to the produeer. 1 guar
antee that if last seasen or thiz season the
farmer in Western Awstralian had been as-
sared that he would receive 7s. 8d. per bushel
for his wheat, we would have had half s
muech again wwler wheat ns we have to-day,
Guarantee me 7s, 8d. per bushel for wheat
fur the mnext two years, and L will start
clearing land as fast as it is pessible in
order to grow wheat.

My, Hickmott: If vou were offered 7s, S,
or 98, which would you neeept?

My, TROY: That is not the question, 1
am eonsidering what is a fair and renson-
able price,  The wheat last vear was sald
at Ts. 8d. in Western Australin for Joeul
consamption, and the farmers of this State
will receive for the whole of their wheat any
amount np to s,
ceived Ss, G, less freight, and there will he
another 104, or Is. to come which will en-
sure the firmer reeeiving a clear 9s. per
bushel for atl his” wheat placed in last seu-
soit’s pool.  Any man who wants more than
that is selfish, The furmer even on aa aver-
age of 10 bushels at 05 per bushel will re-

ceive @ very ool return for the labour en- |

tailed in the production of the wheat, [ do
not pretend to be more philanthropie than
auy other member of this Chawmber, T resent
the suggestion made by the farmers’ repre-
sentatives that the whole of the country de-
pends upon them and the people they repre-
sent, that the bottom would fall out of the
vonmtry were it not for them, and that their
laliours have won the war. We are told that
alt the farmers' sons went to the war and
that all the farmers that were available also

Up to date they have re-
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went, and that ot

the same time they
provided all

the sustenmance required by

the people of this country and paid
all the taxes. Vruly they wore & most
remarkahle hody of wmen.  One  woulkl

imagine that soeh o marvellous sct of
people, . capable of such wonderful achicve-
ments, would not be dependent at all upon
this country to provide a 35 guarantee,
and vet they are rushing to the Common-
wealth for a puariantee for the next three
yewrs.  |f the furtmers are so independeat,
wiel it they require no help from the people
of the comntry, why do they not stand on
their own feet? Why o not they take over
the marketing of their wheat whilst elamour-
ingr that they waut uwothing from anybody!?
Thev have standing behind them and their
operations all the people of this country.
Had the people of Anstralia, through their
Governments, net guarnnteed a payment of
Ss. per bushel ow the wheat production of
this season, not half the wheat would have
heen produced that has been produced. Were
it not for the accommedation provided by
this country, were it not for the backing
given to the favwers and for the nursing
they and their production receive until a
waod mavket is fonud, then the farmers of
this country eonkl not carry on for one day.
If the farmer is so imdependent and resenls
the sugpestion that the country has stood to
him, why does he not stand on his own?
Why does not he say, ' Our poel will pay
for gverything. . We want no aecommodation
or backing from the eountry’’? Then the
country wounll wint nothing from him, il
would agree that he was entitled to got the
Best price he eonld in the world’s markets
for his prodnets. My own view is that the
rienl farmer is grateful, and that it is the
giuealing marvionettes who pretend to repre
sent him in this House that are wograteful,

My, Griffiths: You are a2 wonder.

Mr. TROY:; Nohomly suggests that the fon,
memher  interjecting is  wonderful or cven
wrdinavy,  We is regarded as o fossy little
husy-body preparcd to ecarry out the die-
tates of & hody of men who §it a3 a couneil
of farmers. They are St. George's-terrace
farmers, men Jike MeGiibben, who does not
grow o bushel of wleat, men like Bhalleross,
oue of the bigpest mining humbugs in this
country. They are the exccutive who, the
late conference of farmers decided, should
dirtate the policy of the farmers' repre-
soutatives in this House, should dictate
whether theac  representatives must sup-
port this Government ov that Government.

My, Griffiths:  You are wonderful. )

Mr. TROY: The Lon. member is not even
an ordinary character, and it is well known
that ns a furmer he was 2 failure.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mpr, TROY: My, Monger is president of
the conneil, and he is n farmer, but he is a
srazier to ¢ larger cxtent than he is a
farmer. Morcover, thongh I have the biglest
respect for Mr. Monger, T think he is more
interested in other pursuits than he is iw
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turming, Uther members of the eouncil are

Me. M. T. Padbury, Mr. T. 8. Teesdale, Mr.
K. H. Absolem—Dby the way, is Mr. Absolom
i wheat-grower?

Mr. Johnston: He is a froit-grower at
Wagin,

Hon, P'. Coilier: He runs a mewspaper at
Wagin.

What is the hon. mem-
Is it anything in connection

AMr. SPEAKER:
her yuoting?
with the Bilty

My, TROY: 1 am
** Primary Producer.’’

Mr, SPEAKER: The ‘‘Primary
rheer”” is not under diseussion,

Mr. TROY: I am quoting something con-
nected with the Bill, because the Bill would
never have heen introduced and the priee of
9. now fixed would wever have been the sub-
juet of debate in this House, were it not for
the gentlemen whose names I am quoting
from a list published in the ‘¢ Primary Pro-
flucer. ™’

Mr, SPEAKER: We are not discussing
what happencd; we are diseussing the Bill

Mr. TROY: 1 am diseussing the Bill, ab-
solutely, There is no question abownt that.
] have no intention of discussing anything
else. I am discussing the gertlemen who are
respongible for the price of wheat being fixed
at 9s., which I consider is a defeet in con-
nection with the whole arrangement for the
marketing of the next harvest. The people
of this eountry can claim to have an interest
in the wheat pool. That is the position. It
is not as if the farmers were the only body
interested. They would be that if they stood
alone. 1f they had financed their own pro-
position from their own resouregs, and if
they had pravided their own guarantee, if
they were not recciving the finanecial backing
of this country, then the other taxpayers of
Western Australin could not elaim to be in-
terested in the pool at altl,. Why do not the

_farmers go to the finaneial institutions and
get from them the accommodation which they
are now receiving from the citizens of West-
orn Australia?  Jf the farmers did go to the
financial institutions, the general taxpayer

_of this country who stands behind the wheat
pool, who has financed the pool and bas
nursed it, and is still nursing it until such
tinie a8 the wheat shall have been 8613, could
not claim to he interested in the wheat pool
as to-day he is undoubtedly interested in it
by rcason of the fact of his having finaneed
it. Lt is all very well for the farmers to say
that the pool pays for itself. T admit it has
done that, But if the bottom fell out of the
peol to-morrow and the wheat did not realise
the price guaranteed, whe would stand be,
hind the pool then? The people of Western
Australin, who arc the guarantors. The peo-
Me of Western Australia, having given that
accommodation and that sccurity, are en-
titled. to have a voice in the price which is
fixed for the food supply of Western Aus-
tralia, anyhow, .

Mr. Harrison: Possibly they are already
ecovered by present sales.

nquoting from the

Pro-
s
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Mr., TROY: We have no guarantee of
that. Were it not for the accommodation
provided by the Government of Western Aus-
tralin and the Commonwealth Government,
there would he snch a panicky position in
this country to-day that wheat wounld not
bring Is. per bushel, that wheat would be
musaleable.  Take the present position in
Canada.  Canada has a panie to-day, and
there is a demand by the Canadian farmers
that the Government shhll creatc a compul-
sory pool. ‘That is an indicgtion that -the
C'anadian farmer, standing on his own, finan-
cing on his own, but hag not been able to
realise any satisfuctory price for his wheat.
Tt is an indication, teo, that the price of
wheat has fallen. Now the Canadian farmer
is approaching the Govermment in that
deminion and asking for accommodation. He
is asking the Government to nurse him there
until such time as arrangements con be made
to ship his wheat away, so that he may be
able to procure a hetter price for his com-
modity. When the (fimadian farmer sceures
that accommodation from the Goveriment—
and the people there are belind bhim in his
endeavovr to get a fair price in the markets
of the world—then the people of Canada ean
claim that they shall have a voite in fixing
the price of wheat for loeal eomsumption.
That is the only rcason why the people in
Western Australia should have a right to be
vonsgidered when the price is being fixed for
this commodity, the production of which they
have gnaranteed in the first 1ustance.

Hon. T, Coliier: The obligation is mutual.
The State renders assistance to the farmer
by puaranteeing him a fair price for hig
cvommodity and the farmer assists the rest
of the people by growing the wheat and
making it available at a fair prive. |

Mr. Griffiths: That is only reasonablé,

Mr. TROY: We admit that. That i 'our
point.  We never gidestepped the ohligation.
There has not heen one objeetion from this
side of the Touse to the granting of a guar-
antee.

Hon. . Collier:
wheat, either,

The Premier: You are all wheat-prewers
on that side of the House.

Mr, TROY: Aoemhers of the Opposition
can always elaim that they have stood' for
that principte. The wheat scheme as it stinds
now would never have been in existenece if it
had not been for the initiative displayefl by
members of the Labour pprty. WHen it
was a question of econtroiling wheat, how-
ever, the first to squeal were the farmers
who said that the Government were unsing
their money to finance their wheat, It was
no such thing, The Government were earry-
ing on the farmers with the finanees of the
people of the State. The Labour party can
claim to have initiated the primciple of
wheat contrel and we always stood for a
guarantee. The Labour Government in
New South Wales has given a guarantee of
78. Gd. per bushel, which was 28 6d. per
bushel in addition to that promised by the

Or a fair price for the
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Prime Minister. During the last Federal
eleetion campaign the Federal Government
guaranteed 5s. per bushel at the siding but
they never carried ont their promise, The
New South Wales Government are giving
their farmers, within a few months of their
election to office, the extra guarantce of
7a. 6d. I do resent the insinuation .that
members of the Country party are the only
representatives of the primary producers of
Western Australia, They are not. That
party represents a very small section and,
unfortunately, a small section which is be-
coming one-eyed and selfish because of the
attitude adopted by those members in this
Chamber. I represent ‘the primary pro-
ducers just as much as the Country party
members, and a section quite as important,
if not more so, as the farmers,

Mr. Griffiths: You do not represent them
any more than we do.

Mr. TROY: If the farmers dropped out
to-morrow, the primary producers I refer to
would c¢arry on without them, The primary
producers on the goldfields include the men
who shear the sheep and the men who are
working in the mines. Yet we are told by
a little one-eyed coterie that they are the
only primary producers in the country.

Myr. Griffiths: Don’t talk ponsense.

Mr. TROY: If the world depended upon
that little mob, there would not be a single
Tushel grown in Western Australia.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order!

Mr, TROY: T have held all along that the
farmers will regret the advice given to
them by their representatives in thia House,
to adopt o policy which is utterly selfish
and which will do great injury to other
industries in Western Australia, which they
pretend their organisation now represents.
If they are going to get the price for their
commodity which they demand

Mr. Johnston: It has been aceepted right
throughout the Commonwealth.

Mr. TROY: What will happen %o the
people in the remote areas who require to
have their necessities ecarried some 600 or
700 miles on the railway? If they are to
be asked to pay a price which is most vnreas-
onable, and which the farmer knows is not’reas-
onable, the time will come when the farmers
will regret the atep, beeanse an agitation
will be started which will affect them very
much. The demand of the farmers in New
South Wales for the biggest price they
could get, has been rvesponsible for much
of their tronble there. TIf they stand ont
for the last shilling, then everyone clse will
do the same, and no body of men will he

satisfied to vefer any claim to the Arbitra- .

tion Court when the farmer will refer his
elaim to no one, but have his produnction
vulued by virtue of such influenee na he
may postess in a Chamber such.as this,
Morenaver, we cannot get away from this
faet, ag mentioned by the member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin}
that a feeling ia gaining ground that the
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Country party and the Westralian Farmers
Ltd.,, which organisation will receive the
handling of the wheat under this Bill, are
one and the same organisation. We know
that they use their political influence in
this Chamber to secure ends which they
tould not achieve otherwise.

Mr. Johusten: What is their politieal
influence? '

Mr. TROY: It has been apparent in the
trangactions of the Industrics Assistance
Board and of the Government during the
past few years. Why did the Government
the other day refuse to accept a discount
of 9s. per ton on superphosphate supplied
to farmers on the Industriesn Assistance
Board and insist upon aceepting a discount
of 7s. per ton? Waa it in the interests of
the farmer or of the Westralian Parmers
Ltd.? Unquestionably, it was in the in-
terests of the latter. There is a foeling
growing in this country—and resent it as
they may, the proofs arc unquestionably to
be found in the transactions with the Govern-
ment—that they are making usc of their
influence in this Chamber for ulterior
purposes.

Mr, Johnston: That is unworthy of the
hon, member.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order in accusing members of ulterior
motives,

Mr, TROY: T did not o so.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member aceusad
the members on the eross henches of using
their power in the House for ulterior pur-

poses.

Mr. TROY: I did not. .

Mr. SPEAKER: Ther my hearing must
be faulty.

Mr. TROY: I hope you will consult the

‘* Hansard’’ notes.

Mr. SPEAKER: No, T will not refer to
‘“Hansard’’; it is not necessary.

Mr. TROY: What T said was that there is
abroad the impression that the Westralian
Farmers Ltd. are endeavouring to use cer-
tain members of the House for ulterior pur-
poses. :

Mr, SPEAKER: That is very different.

Mr, TROY: That is the statement I made,
There is that feeling abroad in the country.
If that sort of thing can be done, the time
will come when other parties will do it, and
we shall have Tammany Hall in all its hate-
fulness.

Mr. Jobnston: The Westralian Farmers
Ltd. have never tried to do anything of the
aort.

Mr. TROY: The hon. member is so good-
natured that he wonld put the best possible
¢onstruction on anything and cverything; he
is so pathetically innocent that such a thing
would never oecur to him. T wil) support the
Bill because it would be a pity for the coun-
try if the wheat pool were abandoned.

Hon. P. Colliecr: We ought to keep it for
all time,

The Premicr: If we do, I hope the Bill
will not have to be renewed every year.
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Me. TROY: | hope the people who produce
the wheat will always have facilities for
marketing it to the best advantage.

Hon. P. Collier: With the assistanee of
the Government, if necessary.

Mr. TROY: But so long as the farmers
depend on the people generally for security,
accommodation and guarantee, for so long
must the farmers recognise that the whole of
the people are entitled to a say in the priee
to be paid for the wheat. When the farmers
can finance their own operations without any
guarantee from the people, then the farmars
will perhaps be justified in insisting upon
getting the top price for local requirements.

Hon. P. Collier: If we have to stand be-
hind them, we require a voiee ih the fixing
of the ptice.

Mr. TROY: That is the position. I hope
the pool continues, but so long as the Gov-
ermnment guarantee a price for wheat and the
people of the State are responsible for the
guarantee, the peopie are all interested in
the fixing of the price of wheat for loeal con-
sumption.

Mr.
Move—
That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and negatived.

GRIFFITHS (York) {1215]: 1

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [12.16]: T
agree with the member for North-East Fre-
mantle that when first the wheat pool was
introduced a definite promise was given to
those concerned in the marketing of wheat
that their existing rights would not be inter-
fered with. Thbat promise has not been ful-
filled. The Westralian ¥Farmers Ltd. were
not then mixed up with wheat marketing.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There was no Wes-
tralian Farmers Ltd. then, or.at least they
had started only a few months previously.

Mr., WILLCOCK: The promise given to
the wheat buyers has been broken, and
political infiluence alone is responsible for
the Westralian Farmers Ltd. getting the
econtract, I believe that, the people believe
that, and the Press of the Eastern States
believe that. 1t is generally believed through-
out the country.

Mr. Griffiths: Go on believing it.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I will. TIf they have
uot done it in thia instanee, they have done
it in other instances.

Hon. P. Collier: And would do it here if
they could. :

Mr. WILLCOCK: The member for Kat-
anning said it was impossible to arrive at
the production cost of wheat. Yet the same
hon. member is able to tell uy exaetly what
wheat is going to bring in 12 months’ time!
[f it is impossible to arrive at the produc-
tion cost of wheat, how is it done in the
case of sagar? The authorities have definitely
fixed the price of sugar, basing it on produe.
tion costa. .

Mr. Harrison: The production cost of
wheat varies on each farm.
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Mr.
sngar,

Mr. Griffiths: Quote anything but sugar;
1t is the biggest steal in Australia.

Mr. WILLCOCK: This present wheat stcal
eclipses it. The farmers are getting for their
wheat three times as much as ever they pre-
vionsly got.

Mr. Hickmott: It might not eost anything
to take it off, becausc you might get nene.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The farmers are Jdoing
better now than they have ever done Lefore
or are ever likely to do.

Mr. Griffiths; At Bruce Rock rceeutly the
erops were ruined by hail.

Mr, WILLCOCK: But the farmer cnjoys
advantages which enable him to recover
from his losses. The Insurance ecompanies
are prepared to insure against fire and haik
1f a man neglects to insure his house and the
place is bLuent dJdown, it is his own fault.
The farmers should insure dgainst damage
by hail. The member for Greenough (Mr.
Maley) proved to his own satisfaction that
the world’s parity for wheat was about 9s.
6d. & bushel, and ke found fault because
the leader of the Opposition was not in the
Chawmber at the moment to hear him prove it.
Everything that I have been able to read
by world’s authorities during the last few
wonths goes to show that the price of wheat
is hound to fall.

Hon. P. Collier: That was known and that
is the reason why 9s. a busghel was fixed
here,

Mr. WILLCOCK: Every authority I have
been able to consult predicts a fall in the
price of wheat, dhd when the fall does oe-
cur, the Government by fixing the price here
at 98. a bushel, will be robbing the people
of this State, In my opinion the price will
fail to considerably under 93. If the farm-
cra are going to continue to demand the last
half-penny frowm our people for their wheat,
we shall have to re-consider the policy of the
State with regard to railway freights and
advances.

Mr, Griffiths: Be fair! Have they reegived
such prices during the war?

Mr. WILLCOCK: But for the fact that
a fairy godmother eame along and said,
“¢Yere ia the money whether we dispose of
your wheat or not,’’ the farmers would have
been nowhere. The farmers have done bet-
ter out of the prices ruling for wheat than
have the consumers, and if the farmers are
going to insist upon recciving the last half-
penny we shall have to consider whether
they are entitled to receive that sympathetie
treatment which has always been meted out
to them by the Parliament of this country.

Mr. Hickmott: They are only taking what
is offered to them.

Mr. WILLCOCK: No, they are not. They
have liad a comsiderable say in the fixing of
the price, The farmers themselves are not
responsible.

Hon. P, Collier: 1t was recommended by a
board, one half of whom wera direct repre-

WILLCOCK: 8o, too, in regard to
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sentatives of the farmers, and the other hali
were Ministers for Agriculture,
Mr. Griffiths: They did not fix the world s

price.

Hon, P. Collier; They fixed the 9s. =
bushel.

Mr. WILLCOCK: XNo one ean predict

what the price of wheat will be in a year’s
time or even three months bence.

Mr. Hickmott: I1s not the bulk of
wheat already sold for morc than that?

Hon, P, Collier: No, that is a lie.

Mr., WILLCOCK: I would like to see the
Act continued, hut the (iovernment have no
right to charge during the next 12 months a
price double that which has ewver euled ju the
history of Australian wheat growing, when
they are positive that the price fixed will not
Jbe the export price iu even six meuths’ time,
1€ they fixed the price on a quarterly basis,
there wonid not Le so much objection to the
proposal, and three months would be a suffie-
iently long period. To fix a price which is
to rule right into the middle of the next grow-
ing season, when we kuow nothing of the
probakle production of the werld, is nothing
short of a crime against the copsumers of
this State.  The Governmeat would be well
adviged to remember that the price to come
into operation in a few weeks' time and to
continue for 12 months will be tantamount
to a crime against and n robberey of the
consmmners of this State.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York)
move—
That the debate be wdjourned.
Mr, S8PEAKER: ‘Ten wminuntes have not

clapsed minee the adjournment of the debate
wias moved.

My, GRIFFITHS: As the Premier is not
willing that the debate should be adjourned,
[ have a few things to say in reply to some
of the remarks which have been made hy
hon. members,

Hon. P. Collier: Well, say them.

My, GRIFFITIIS: 1 intend to de so and
pretty foreibly too. Siunce the outbLreak of
the war the wheat prower of this Sfate has
been practically the vietim of a colossal eon-
fidenee trick——

Hon. P. Collier: Who played it on him?

Mr, GREFFITIIS: And the eonsumer has
been as great a sharer in the blunder as any-
one clse,

1lon. P. Collicr: Tell us who organised the
vonfidence trick,

Mr., GRIFFTTHS: I decline to be drawn
off my argument by the interjections of the
leader of the- Opposition, cven though T sne-
vetded in drawing him off.

lion. P, Collier: I succeeded in drawing
yon off vour chair,

Mr, GRIFFITIIS: 1 wish to bring before
members a new phase respecting dockage for
inferior wheat.
Western Australia is doeked £10,000 as com-
pared with the Enstern States
docked only £1,200 to £1,400. The erop in

the

[12.27]: I

ot a two-penny picee.

On a 10 million bushel basis

which are.
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the Eastern States, and partienlarly in New
South Wales was a poor one, while ours is
admittedly a good plump sample, and should
therefore be liable to less dockage than that
of the other States. I wish to know exactly
how much is being docked, There has been
i lot of talk of the country standing behind
the farmer.

Mr. Willeock: Of course it has stood be-
hind him, and you kuow it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The banking peopls

Jave rerlly financed the whole business, whiel

has cost the people of the Commonwealth
The whole business
has bheen financed out of the proeceds of
the erops grown hy the farmers,

My, Willeoek: You would not have grown
the wheat but for the guarautec.

My, GRIFFITHS: Thea the land would

Jhave gone out of cultivation, and where would
*we have been then? Tf the country ceased

to produce its crops of cercals, it would be
i enge of God help the cities of Australin.
While the pool has heen a blessing, it has
not heen altogether an unmixed blessing,

Hon, P. Collier: It would be an extra-
ardinary thing if there were uo complaints.

Me. GRIFFUTIS: In 1915 the cockey was
implored on every hand to sow every possible
aere.  He was begged to save the State, to
feed the fighting men, and to produce, pro-
duce, produce.

Hon.'W. (. Angwin: That came on since
then.

My, GRIFFITHY; That was the time when
there was a big eampaign in Canada, the
'nite] . States and this country to induee
the farmers to crop every naere they counld,

Mr. Chesson: That is the time when the
mice,_came along.

Mre. GRIFIITIIS: The ery then was for

produetion, and it has been the same ever

sinee,  This encouraged the farmers of Aus-
tralin to put in something like an extra
three willion avres of wheat, from which
nag reaped 170 million bushels, an  exvess
of 75 million bushels over anything pre-
visusly harvested, and placing Australia fifth
o the list of wheat producing countries.
Then things began to happen.  The wheat
was commandeered hy shiftless and improvi-
dent Governments who were supposed to look
ufter it, Tu spite of what has been said
ahout the pools we did conduet things better
in this State than they did in other parts
of the Commonwealth. We know that shoek-
ing things happened in New South Wales
and South Auwsiralia, where so much wheat
wag wasteld. The wheat that was not con-
smed by miee and weevil was placed upon
the world’s market,

AMr. Willeoek: Tt was sold to the Tmperinl
{iovernment,

Mr, GRIFFITIIS: The world’s market
was the British Government. They took our
wheat and lelped us out of the diffienlty in
which we were placed. The shipping arranpge-
ments were handled with the same ineptitude.
Cargo freight was vefused in Auatralia at
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455, while other vountries, such as the Ar-
gentine, were glad to pay 140s. per ton of
caArgo space.

Mr. Johnaton:
at half price,

Mr. GRIFPITHS: We then had t6 im-
port wheat from Argentine, India, and other
places, and pay more than the world’s parity
ror what was only rubbish.

- Hon. W, C. Angwin: What has that to do
with the Bill?

Mr. GRIFF(TIIS: Everything, Members
talk about what has been done in the past.
The beot ix on the other foot,

[on. P. Collier: You are bringing au in-
dictment agaiost the pool.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: ‘lhe wheat grown wm
Australia realised for the four pools about
2634 million pounds. Had we been able to
get the price which the Argentine was get-
ting from the same people who were buying
our wheat fromn the gemeral puol, and which
the United States and Canada were nlso get-
ting, this country would have reccived an
additional 30 million pounds.

Hon, P. Collier: You are now indicting
the British Government,

Mr. GRIFFITIHS: Never mind about that.

Hon, P. Collier: And the whole world as
well,

My, GRIFFITHS: That 30 million pounds
has really been a subsidy to the bread eater
of Australia.

Ton, W. . Angwin: Why? You could
not get the ships to cnable you to sell it.

Ay, GRIFFITHS: That 15 what would
huve happened had we been able to get our
wheat on the market as other countries, such
ng the Argentine, did. The people of the
Commonwealth have received the advantage
of this 30 million pounds and have been get-
ting the cheapest loaf in the world. Mem-
bers opposite will not recognise that,

ilon. W, C. Angwin: Do you recognise that
you got extra wmoney hecawse the State
hacked you when you eotld not get the ships?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I admit that, but hop.
members will not admit that the people of
this country have benefited far more than
the wheat consumers of other countries, ow-
ing to the fact that our geographieal posi-
tion enabled this to ecome about.

Mr. Lutey: All the more reason for the
pool.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The fact remains we
were in that happy position. People talk
nbout the ground poing out of cultivation.
It gets me down when members talk like
that. If we are nol going to give the
growers something like the full value for
their wheat, cultivation will go ont. Why
did the Commonwealth Government step in
a year or two ago with the guarantee? It
wns because they found the acreage that
had pone out of cultivation was enormous
owing to the uncertainty on the part of the
growers as to what the price would be.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Qwing to the fact
that the growers had no market.

(73]
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Mr, Lutey: And to the faet that thero
were no ships to take their products to
market. '

Mr, GRIFFITHS: 1 have here a stute-
ment made by Sir Joseph Carruthers in
New South Wales. He is a farmer Limself
and says—

There were produced in five ycars 138
million bushels of wheat for an average
return of 3s, 10d. per bushel. 1t did not
pay the cost of production. I know it us
one who has grown wheat under better
conditions than those farmers, I pot
deuble and treble the price they did, and
double and treble the yield, aml L know
3s. 10d. did not return expenses.

In the United States, Canada and the
Argentine the price paid to the wheat
grower was 8s, per bushel. I have asserted
to-night that a sum of 30 million pounds
would in certain circumstances have come
to the wheat growers of Australia, but that
the consumers got the bLenefit of it,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: How could that
amount have come to the farmers?

Mr. GRIFFITIIS: To the wheat growers.
It would bave gone into their pockets had
they obtained the priece which prevailed in
other parts of the world,

ilon. W. C. Angwin: That is nothing to
go by.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The consumers here
have been getting the eheapest loaf in the
world.

Iion, P. Collier: The 30 million pounds
wag a patriotic contribution to the country,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We have been patriotie
to the extent of contributing this sum of
money.

Hon. P, Collier: It was a good and noble
patriotism,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I feel prouwd- to be
representing the farmers, notwithstanding
that one hon. member opposite referred to
me as a failure in farming, I sacrificed my
farm and everything else to follow this
ealling, and T am sorry I did so. I men-
tioncd just now that the Commonwealth
increased what might be termed the wheat
subgidy, They d4i@ so because the area
under cultivation was rapidly decrensing.
In 1916-17 there was a drop of ncarly a
million aeres, and in 1917-18 a further fall
of fully 1% million aeres. By the follow-
ing year the acreage had diminished to
nearly 1% mill'on below that of 1913-14,
and was 414 mill'on neres below the total
area eropped during the first complete war
year. In effect, wheat growing had become
a sweated irduostry, and thousands of
farmers, completely fed up, gave it best. I
will now quote from an article written
some time ago by Sir Joseph Carruthers, of
New South Wales. Ie points out that,
despite all the talk about what the farmer

ia making, the wheat grower since the
start of the war has been recciving
practically not more than 3s. 104. per

bushel. an urpayable price. Sir Joseph
Carruthers spoke from wide experience and
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practical koowledge of the industry. 1le
owns o farm, whieh he “has  worked
thoroughly and suecessfully; and he has
¢losely observed the farmers in his district.
[*arming operations, he has pointed out
again and again, have not heen paying in
New Houth Wales. As soon ag the farmers
nve getting a somewhat better price there
is much tally about world’s parity, bt when

wheat ruled at  about half-a-crown per
bushel there was no hullrush for worll’s
parity.

Hon. W. (& Angwin: One has to go hack
a long way in this State’s history to find a
price like 2s, Gd. per hushel.

Mr, GRIFFIPHS: 1 say there was ne talk
ahout werld’s parity then,

flon. W. C. Angwin: What you say refers
te New South Wales. 1lere we have stuck
(¢ the farmers. i

Mr. GRIFFITIHS: Thiat is mere assertion.

Hou. W. (. Augwin: Tt is proved faet

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Farmers maintain that
they are entitled to the world's price for
their product. Something was said to-night
ahout my 'shricking’’ concerning world’s

parity, but it was merely one of the ardinary .

ingecurate statements of the leader of the
Opposition. T have never spoken about
world's parity in this House, However, L
Wave my own opinions on that subject. [
(id not speak on the motion whicl was moved
in this conngetion, and that motion woul(
not have gone throngh on the voices had T
lwen in the Chamber at the time it was put.
The proposal that the loeal price for 1920-21
whent shonld he the samc a8 cxport parity
has been denounced as a swindle.  But in
the past [ have listened to much talk, especi-
ally towards clection time, about the right
of the ‘produecr to reecive the full produet
ol his labour.

My, Jones: All producers should get that.

Mr. GRIFPITHS: [ am quite agreeable
to that. The value of a product exported
is the price offering, we will say, on the
wharf at Fremantle.

Mr. Jonea: Ts not the Western Australian
farm labourer the worst paid in the world?

Me. QRIFFITHS: No. The hon. mem-
Ler should lnok up the figures.

lfon. W. C. Angwin: Perhaps farm lab-
ourers might be worse off in India.

AMr. GRIFFITIS: Professor Wr:ltt, of
Sydney University, takes a very different
view from that held by some hon. members
here. The professor says—

Australia 18 the omly country in the
wotld where the effect of war was to re
duce the priee of agricultural produets.
During the war and at the present time
the Australian has had the cheapest loaf
in the world.

Incidentally, the Australian who grew the
wheat has been havder hit by the war than
any other member of the community; and, in
the result, s situation has been created,
¢iwhere o singlo mistake on the part of the
politicians might give the industry a big set-
hack.'’ Australia, as was proved in 1813-

[ASSEMBILY.]

16, is capable of beecoming one of the higgest
wheat growers in the world; but ‘fif the
farmers are denied world’s parity for their
wheat, they will cense to produce.’” In other
words, they will invade the cities, for there
are few intrinsic attractions in toiling long
hours for an uncertain reward outbaeck, where
heat, flies, drought, rust, hail, and Barcoo
rot ohtain, .

S Mr. MICKMOTT (Pingelly) [12.47 aa.):
I vather regret that the sccond reading of
this Bill hag eatled forth so mueh eritician.
[ support the measure, and T do not know
that there is much ground for complaint re-
parding the price which the farmer is ob-
taining for his wheat. Taking the parity
of the seasons since [ have had the privilege
of being n resident of thiy State, the farmer
has not had very mueh out of the priees he
got for his wheat, Last year the price was
payahle, and probably we shall get a pay-
able price for euwr grain this year. But
previously the price of wheat did not cover
the cost of praduetion, 1 do net think it
was for the benefit of the farmer himself
that the Government came to his assistance.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But that was not
what you said at the time. You then cvom-
mended the Government for their statesman-
lika action.

Mr, WICKMOTT: [ do not think it was
for the farmer's benefit that the Governmeni
gave the guarantee, mt for the benefit of
the State and of the people of the State.
Hpeaking  for myself, I have never asked
the Government, or anyoue clae, for a puar-
antee; [ have always becu able to paddle
my own vanoe.  While doing so, | have always
been willing to lend a helping hand to the
wan in need. [ believe in giving the work-
ingman, and  genevally the man who s
strnpgling to carn o living for wife amd
ehildren, a fair wage in veturn for his work.
What the farmer wants is value for the
woney he pays for lahour; hut the tendeney,
ag [ have said here previously, is not to
give that value. The working man, for whom
my, friends on the Oppesition benches stick
wp so much, is clamonring for more wages,
shorter hours, and less work, That is not
the way we will lift the State or any other
country out of difficulties sueh as we are in
now,

Mr, Jones:
less wages,

Mr. HICKMOTT: T believe in eight bours
a day. T believe in giving men a payable
wage and have always given it. T believe in
giving men what they earn. We have a great
tamber of very good men and the rank and
file of gencral labourers are good, honest
toiters and willing to give a fair return for
their money. Tt is agitators, like the mnem-
her for Fremantle (Mr. Jones), who atir
them up and cause trouble,

Mr, Jones: Is the hon. member in order in
referring to me as an agitator?

Mr, Johnston: I think the hon, member ir
speaking the truth,

You want longer hours and
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Mr. SPFARKER: If thc member for Pin-
welly referred to the member for Fremantie
az an agitator and exeeption is taken to it,
I ask tor a withdrawal of that statement,

Mr, HICKMOTT: Certainly [ will with-
draw. I ddid not intend to hurt the hon.
member’s feelings and do not desire to cause
any bad fecling between other members and
mygelf, | am gorry that [ mudde that state-
ment. 1 oam net poing to detain the House
at this early hour of the merning by mak-
ing a speech. | had intendéd to muke refer-

ences to several other matters. 1 support
the seeond realing of the Bill.  Regarding
the price of wheat, we have not agitated for

it,  We are simply taking what is offered
for a commuotity which js grown by ug, amd
the better the price the producer can get for
Lis product, the bhetter it must be for the
‘weneral commnnity, The producers de mnot
hoard their money. They cirenlate it freely,
and the more money that is eireulated. the
hetter it must be for both the producer
aml the consumer, We want to pull together
and work more harmoniously instcad of
lighting cach other all the time. We should
work together for the benefit of each other
and for the State as a whole.

Yuestion pawt and passeil.
Rill read o second time,

BILLS (2) RETURNED.
1, Licensing Aet Amendment Continuance.

¢ Sale of Liyuor Regulation Act Continu-
anee.

Witheut amendment.

Honse adjourncd at (255 am. {Thursday).

Legislative Council,

Thursdoy. ?nd Decembar, 13%0.
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QUESTION—MARLING SCHQOL.

Hon, H. STEWART agked the Minister
for Bducation: With regard to the school at
Marling, near Williams, 1, How .long is it
ginee the sehoolmistress, Mrs. Wolldridge,
tendered her resignation? 2, s he aware
that the sehool has been cloged for about six
weeks owing to arrangements not having
heen made for another teacher? 3, Could
the matter not have been more effectively
dealf with?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, a letter was reecived on 1Gth Qe-
tober, tendcring resignation from #1st Oe-
tober, 2, The Iate teacher had  her own
trap, and drove a distance of 4% miles to
sehool each day. She was at once  asked
about aeccommodation for a successor. She
stated that &t teacher could get aecommioda-
tion 414 miles from the school, but said
nothing about conveyance, A letter was
then sent to the family with which it was
proposed that the teacher should live, asking
if she could be driven in. A reminder has
been sent, but no answer has been reeeived
to cither letter. Consequently the achool
has remained closed for necarly five weeks.
3, Tr iz impossible for the Department to
send @ teacher to a home 414 miles from the
sehool unless arenngements can be wade for
her to drive to the school, £ letters ®emain
unanswered for a month, it is impossibie to
make the necessary areangements here.

BILL—BARLY GLOSING ACT
AMENDMENT.
Leave to introdnee.
Hon. A, LOVEKIN (Metropolitan) [4.35]:
[ move— .
That leave he given to introduee a Bill
for “‘an Aet to amend the Early Closjng
Aet, 1902, and for other relative purposes.™

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayoes 11
Noes 10
Majority for 1
AYES.
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. 1. Nichalson
Han, V., Hamersley Hon. E. Rose
Hon. J. J. Holines Hon. A, Sanderson
Hoen, A. Lovekin _Hon. 8Ir E. H. Wiltenoom
Hon. C. McKenzie Hon. J. Duffell
Hon. J. Mills (Teller.)
NoEa.
Hon. R. G. Ardagh Hon. A. H, Panton
Hon. C. F. Daxter Hon. A, J. H. Saw
Hou. H. P. Colebaich Hon. H. Stewnrt
Hon. J. E. Dodd Hoo. J. Cornell
Hon. E. H. Harris (Teller.)
Hon. T. Moore

Question thus passed.
Bill introduced and read a first time



